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PREFACE. 

IN the follo.wing translatioa I have adhered atrictlj 
to the teit of Apollonius Bhodius as reviaed by 
K. Mertel from the Laurentian MS. (Iieipzig, 1852, 
Teubner's email edition), without noticing any variant 
readings. 

Ab it would obTiously be impossible to give reasons for 
adopting a particular reading out of several without add- 
ing greatly to the bulk of the book and running the risk 
of mystifying the reader, I have thought it advisable to 
adopt the plan of taking the best critical text which has 
hitherto appeared, and translating without any deviation 
from it. 

The footnotes added to the translation are of a some- 
what mixed nature — classical, mythological, gec^aphical, 
and occasionally etymoli^cal — but all attempts at textual 
criticism have been avoided, as one could scarcely hope to 
exhaust the elaborate work on vexed questions in a short 
footnote, for which reason also the notes on etymology will 
be found few and brief. 

The short introductions to the poem and to each sepa- 
rate book are adaptations, more or less free, from the 
i/wodiTHi prefixed by the Scholiasts. Wellauer's collation 
of the Scholia has been consulted throughout. 

Coogk 
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SHORT LIFE OF APOLLONIUS RHODIUS, 

WITH A FEW REMARKS ON HIS 

" ARGONAUTICA." 

APOLLONIUS EHODITJS was bom about u.c. 235, in 
the reign of Ptolemy Euergetes, either at Alexandria 
or at Naucratis. Strabo is in favour of the former, while 
Atheneeue and .Mian declare for the latter place. 

He appears to have given bimBelf up at an early ^e to> 
literary pursuits, and his choice is scarcely to be wondered 
at when we reflect upon the a^ in which he lived and 
the literary atmosphere in which he found himself. We 
are not expressly told whether it was choice or necessity 
that led him to select the career he did, but from the ^t 
that the leading poet of that day took the young aspirant 
in hand and instructed him in his art, we may fairly infer 
that Apollonius was a man of some standing and position 
in life. His studies, however, under his master Callimachua 
were not destined to do either pupil or teacher much 
credit ; no doubt he obtained some technical skill in his 
art, but the tastes of Callimachus and Apollonius were so 
diametrically opposed that the two poets quarrelled, and 
allowed their professional jealousy to go to such lengths 
that Apollonius lampooned the style of his teacher, while 
Callimachus was weak enough to retaliate in a studied 



BHODItJB. 

retort under the title of " Ibis," the character of vMch 
poem, though lost to us, may be gathered from Ovid's 
poem of the same name. 

CallimachuB was the leading exponent of the strained 
and artificial poetry of bis day. Apollonius, with more 
true artistic instinct, revolted from the want of reality 
characteristic of most of his contemporaries, and having a 
genuine admiration for the straightforward simplicity of 
the Epic ^e, set himself to imitate Homer. NaturaUy he 
made many enemies among the host of poetasters who 
took their cue from the animosity shown to him by the 
" Laureate " of the Alexandrine court. Hence, when the 
" Argonautica " appeared, it was at once condemned as 
violating the accepted canons of style and composition, 
and partly, perhaps, owing to certain youthful cradities 
which were afterwards corrected. Great was the chagrin 
of the youi^ poet at the reception of his work, and fierce 
was his anger against Callimachus. The position of the 
tatter, however, was unassailable, and so Apollonius, after 
a fruitless wordy warfare, determined to seek some new 
opening for his genius. Accordingly he bade farewell to 
ungrateful Alexandria, and retired to Bhodes, then the 
second great seat of literature, taking his poem with 
him. 

Possibly experience had taught him wherein his poem was 
deficient. At any rate, he revised the whole of it; and 
now, free from the cabals of jealous rivals, he received a 
fair verdict, and at once rose to fame. So popular, indeed, 
did he become on the reading of his poem, that the 
Bhodians, it is said, rewarded him with extraordinary 
honours, and conferred their franchise upon him. From 



SBOST LirR OF APOLLONIUS BHODIOS. XI 

this incident in his career he came to he called "the 
Bhodian," a name which has dung to him for ever. 

It -was only natural that in his hour of triumph he 
should long to have his merit acknowledged in his native 
city — in Alexandria, the gathering place of the old world's 
declining literature and art. Thither, therefore, he came, 
with his honours upon him, and whether it was that 
Callimachus and hia followers were out of favour, or 
whether the Alexandrines had relented towards their ill- 
used poet, certain it is that he attained to great celebrity, 
and was advanced to valuable posts of trust. Henceforth 
he could afford to rest upon his hardly-won laurels, his 
period of " Sturm, und Drang " was over ; he had passed 
through the fire, and it had done him no hurt — weighed 
in the balance he had not been found wanting. 

Of his life henceforth we learn but little, beyond what 
Suidas tells us as to hia having become librarian in the 
vast royal museum at Alexandria, about b.c. 194. It may 
well be that this was so ; for the Ptalemies, la whose 
reigns ApoUonius lived and wrote, were mouarchs not 
unlikely to bestow such an important literary post upon 
a man of marked ability and studious habits. Assuming 
that Suidas is correct in his statement, we find plenty of 
internal evidence in the poem to suggest that the writer 
must have been a man of vast erudition, or have had at 
his command extensive stores of knowledge from which 
to draw his materials. 

During this period of his life the poet was not idle. 
Imbued to some extent with the spirit of his a^, he 
produced works at a great pace; epigrams, grammars, 
and the so-called Kriatis, i.e. poems on the origin and 
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foundatioo of towns, bnt all these are lost to ub save a 
few mutilated fragments and stra^ lines preserved iu 
other writerB. 

In the library at Alexandria he remained until his 
death in b.c. 181, happj enough, no doubt, amongst the 
endless treasures of that vast repository of art and 
learning. 

Of his work that has come down to ns, too little notice 
has been taken by English scholars ; for though his style 
at times bears too evident traces of laboured study, the 
structure of his poem is simple and straightforward. The 
mind is not burdened by a multiplicity of episodes, the 
descriptions are singularly beautiful, and the similes, 
which are abundant and varied, show the hand of a master, 
who, if he did sometimes imitate, had at least something 
graceful of his own to add to what he borrowed, and not 
infrequently paid back his loan with interest. 

The work found numerous commentators in anci^it 
times, to whom we are indebted for the Florentine and 
Parisian Scholia. Moreover, Apollonius was very popular 
among the Komans; so much so that his poem was trans- 
lated by Publios Terentius Varro Atacinus, and waa 
imitated by Yalerius Flaccus and many others. 
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EDITIONS. 

(i.) J. Lascaris. a.d. 1496. Quarto. Florence. Con- 
tains the Scholia. 

(ii.) The Aldine edition. a.d. 1S81. OctaTo. Venice. 
Little more than a reprint of the Florentine edition. 

(iiL) Brunck. a.d. 1780, Quarto and octavo. Argen- 
torat. First really critical edition. 

(iT.) Beck. A.D. 1797. Octavo, Iieipzig. Incomplete. 
Text with lA.tin translation and a few critical notes, 

(v.) G. Schafer. a.d. 1810-13. 2 vols, octavo. Leipzig. 
A better edition, and the first containing Paris Scholia. 

(vi.) Wellauer. a.d. 1828. 2 vols, octavo. Leipzig. 
Still better. Contains readings of thirteen MSS. ; also the 
Scholia, and notes in Latin. 

(vii) R, Merkel. a.d, 1852. Teubner, Leipzig. A 
careful revision of the lAurentine MS., with notes. 

There are, besides these editions of the actual text, 
certain German essays upon Apollonius, but in England 
hitherto this author has received but scanty justice. 
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THE ARGUMEJJT OF THE "ARGONAU- 

TICA," FROM THE GREEK OF 

THE SCHOLIASTS. 

TYRO, the daughter ef Salmoueiis, had two aons hy 
Foeeidon, Neleue and Feliae ; she afterwards wedded 
Cretheus, son of ^olus, and bore to him ^son, Pherea, and 
Amythaon. From ^aon sprang Jaaon ; from Fheres, 
Admetus ; from Amythaon, Melampus. 

Now Jaaon was handed over to the Centaur Chiron to be 
broi^htupand to learn the art of healing; while ^son, his 
father, left the kingdom to Feliae, hia own brother, bidding 
him rule Theasaly until Jason's return from Chiron. But 
Peliaa had received an oracle from Apollo, bidding him 
beware of a man who should come with only one sandal ; 
for by him should he be slain. 

So Jason grew up, and came to hia uncle, for to take his 
share in his father's kingdom. But when he came to the 
river Anaurus, which is in Thessaly, wishing to ford it, 
there upon the bank he found Hera in the disguise of an 
old dame, and she would cross, but was afraid. Then did 
Jason take her upon his shoulders, and cany her safe over, 
but one sandal left he in the mud in the middle of the 
river. Thence he fared to the city with his one sandal, and 
there he found an assembly of the folk, and Felias doing 
sacriGce to the gods. When Peliaa saw him thus he 
minded him of the oracle, and being et^r to be rid of him 
be set him this task, that he should go to Scythia in quest 
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of tlie golden fleece, and then receive the kingdom. Now 
tliiB be did from no wish for the fleece, but because he 
^bought that Jason would be slain hj some man in that 
«tnuige land, or be shipwrecked. 

This it the storr of the |p>lden fleece. 
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A SECOND ARGUMENT, GIVEK BY 

BRUNCK, PROM AN UNKNOWN 

ANCIENT SOURCE. 

ATHAMAS, the son of ^olus, and brother of Cre- 
theuB, had to wife Nephele firat, and "begat two 
children, PbrixuB and Helle. When Nephele died, he 
married Ino, who did plot a^nst the children of Sephele, 
and persuaded her countrj-women to roast the seed for 
sowing ; but the earth, receiving roasted seed, would not 
bear her yearly crops. So Athauias sent to Delphi to in- 
quire about the barrenness; but luo bribed his messengers, 
telling them to return and say, that the god had answered 
that Helle and Pfarixus must be sacrificed if they wanted 
the barrenness to cease. Wherefore Atbamas was per- 
suaded, and placed them at the altar; but the gods in pity 
snatched them away through the air by means of the ram 
with the golden fleece ; now Helle let go, and fell into the 
sea that bears her name, while Phrisus landed safe in 
Colchis. There he offered up the ram to Zeus, who helped 
his flight, for that he had escaped the plot of his step- 
mother. And haying married Chalciope, daughter of 
JEetea, king of the Scythians, he begat four sons, Argus, 
CytisBorus, Melaa, and Phrontie. And there he died. 
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THE KOUTE OF THE ARGONAUTS 

TO ^A, AND THEIR RETURN 

THENCE TO lOLCHOS. 



TEKBK is DO particular difficult; in following Argo on bez 
outward Toyage, or in identifying the uumeroua places 
meutionedbyApollonius along the route; indeed, his knowledge 
ofthe geography up to £a, the goal of the enterpiiBe.iHBingnlarly 
accurate. It is when we attempt to follow luB account of the 
return journey, which was made by a different route, that we 
find onrBelveB utterly perplexed, and forced to the concluBion 
that our aathor has been drawing purely from imagination, 
without any idea of the impossibiUtj of the course which he 
aseigne to tiie heroes. 

However, we purpose to give the route as described by the 
poet, noticing ditdculties as they occur, though we shall not 
attempt to correct geographical errors in an account which by 
no conceivable theory can be reconciled with actual fact. 

The expedition starts irom lolchoB in Thessaly (i. 528). The 
ship Argo is moored in the river Anaurus (i. 820). Leaving the 
harbour of Fagaece (i. C2S), the Argonauts sail through the 
Sinus Pelasgicns, past the promontory of Tisa (1. 668) and the 
headland of Sepias (i. 582); then coasting between the island of 
SciathuB (i. S88) and along the Theesalian coast, past the tomb 
of Dolops (i. 684), Meliba9a (i. 692), the month of the river 
Amyras (i. £96), Enrymen^ (i. 697), and the spnis of Ossa and 
Olympns (i. 696), they make right across the month of the Ther- 
maio gulf to the promontory of Fallene (i. 509) ; thence, after 
sighting Mount Athos (i. 601), the; steer for Lemnos (i. 608). 
After some stay in this island, they go out of their course to the 
isle of Electra or Samotbrace, for the sake of certain mysteriea 
(i. 916); then keeping Thrace on the left of the ship sjidlmbros 
on the right, they sail across the Mgean Sea (i. 928) to the 



month of the Hellespoat (i. 928). Throng the Hellespont they 
sail post Bhoeteum, Ilium, Abydos, Percote, Abamie, and so to 
Cyzicufl, then aa iBland, now mainland (i. 939 Bgq.) in the Pro- 
poDtis. Next they pass the mouth of tha river ^sepoB (i. 940) 
and oome to the harbour and bay of Chytns (i. 987), but at this 
point they are caught by contrary winds and driven back again 
to Cyzicue (i. 1110). Halting here awhile they go inland to 
asoend Mount Dindymns and spy oat tbeir furtber roate ; then 
ffo on again across tJie mouth of the river Bhyndacua in Myeia 
(i. 116G) until they reach the headland of Posidenm (i. I2T9), 
near to wbicb live the savage Bebryces, whom they encounter 
and defeat (ii. 1 sgq.) at the month of the Bosporus. Thence, 
after meeting the blind prophet Pbinens in Bitbynia (ii. 177), 
they pass through the dreadful Symplegades or Cyaneaa Bocks, 
vbicb guard the entrance to the Eusine Sea (ii. 560 sgg.) ; 
coaatinK along Bitbynia (ii- 621) they pasB the moath of the 
river PLebas (ii. 652), the rock of Colone, the Black Headland 
(ii. 663), the river Phyllis (ii. 654), the river Calpe (ii. 661), and 
ancboT at the Thynian island (ii 67G). Next they cross the 
mouth of the river Sangarius (ii. 724), paasing the territory of 
the Mariandyni (ii. 725), the river Lyous, lake Aathemoos, the 
river Acheron and its haven (ii. 726 sqq.) ; thence past river 
Callichorus (ii. 806), the river Partbenius (U. 988), Besamus (ii. 
948), Erythini, and the heights of Crobialus, Cromna, Cytorua 
and CarambiB in Faphlagonia (ii. 946) ; after this tbey pass 
Sinope (ii. 948), the river Halys (iL 966), the river Thermodon 
(ii. 972), the Amazons and Chalybes (ii. 967 sqq.), the Tibareni, 
Mossyucsoi (ii. 1012 iqq.), land at the isle of Area and rescue the 
BODS of Cbalciope (ii. 1033) ; thence to the iele of Pbilyra (ii. 
1234), past the territory of the Macrones, Becheiii, Sapeiru, 
Byzeres, till they sight the range of Caacasus and tbe limit of 
tbeir voyage (ii. 1245 gqq.) ; they now enter the river Phasis, 
the river of Colchis, wherein lies the isle of M& (ii. 1264), 

Tba Argonaats have thus reached ^a. Tbeir voyage as 
sketched by ApoUonins is singularly oocnrate, and it is clear that 
he must have been fkmiliar with the geography to have given 
such an exhaustive list of places, hills, and rivers. 

Briefly the voyage amonnts to this. The Argonants leave the 
Pelasgicos SiouB (Qulf of Volo), ooast along Thessaly to Tber- 
maicus Sinus (Gulf of Salonica), steer across ^gieum Mare 
(Archipelago) to the Hellespont (Dardanelles) ; through this 
strait into the Propontis (Sea of Uarmara) ; through the Bos- 
porus into the Euxine (Blaok Sea). 

Except when they cross the Archipelago, their voyage is 
almost entirely a coasting one, and is easy to follow on a map. 



XXn THE EOTTTE OP I 

The return route retraces theirsteps as far as the river Halys 
in Paphlagonia [iT.24G),bnttheii,iiisteadofroimdiiigtfae headland 
ofCarambis and following the coast - line (i v. 300), they strike 
oat a new course acroaa the open Beg to the mouth of the later 
(Danube) (tv. 302), From this point -very little information ia 
afforded ne by Apollonius aa to the placea through which the 
heroee paaaed. Certain names indeed are mentioned, but they 
are difB.cnlt to identify or localize, e.g., Moaut Anobnrus (iv. 
828), the rock of Cauliacus (it. 324), the plain of Laurinm {iv. 
826), the Brygian iales (iv. 880). Apolloaiite was efidently 
aware of the weakneaa of hia own geography, and avoids aU 
details concerning thia remarkable nver-voyage ; he eventually 
brings the heroes out into the Adriatic near the peninsula of 
Hyllis (iv. 624). It is Boarcely necessary to remark on the 
impossibility of this route, owing to rocks, rapids, cataracts, 
and an impassable carrent ; nor ore we told into what river the 
Argonauts made their way out of the later in order to arrive at 
the Adriatic at all. After this they steer towards the Italian 
coast, passing the islands of Issa, Dasceladua, Pityeia, Coroyra 
the Black (iv. 668), MeUle, Cerossus, Nymphiea, and the 
Ceraunian hills (iv. 570 sq^.) ; they come to the Eridanus (Po) 
(iv. 594), and apparently sailing ri^t across northern Italy, gain 
by Bome unaccountable means the river Bhone (iv. 625). Here 
again we are not informed how they achieved this remarkable 
feat; the poet aeems to labour under the delusion that the 
Eridanus and Bhone are connected, and that a continuoua 
voyage ia possible. Next the heroes are somewhat vaguely said 
to pass throngh the territory of the Celts and Ligyans (iv. 645), 
but no further point on their eonrse is mentioned until they 
arrive at the SttGchades Insulee (la. d'Hierea, off the soatbem 
coast of Provence) (iv. 662) ; thence they sail across the open 
sea (Mediterranean) to the isle of £thalia, passing above 
a (iv. 662), and so by a long coasting voyage along Italy 



to the ^olian isles, run the gauntlet of Scylla and Charybdis in 
the straits between Italy and SicUy (iv. 920 sqq.), coast ronnd the 
bottom of Italy, and land at Brepane, i.e. Corcyra, where the 
Phfcacians live (iv. 980 eqq.) ; from Drepane they coast along 
Epirus, Ambracia, and Acarnania, till they reach the Echinades 
Inauls (iv. 1228) ; but here they are canght by a violent tem- 
pest and driven to the Syrtia Minor of AArica (iv. 1288). Being 
unable to get out of the quicksands they carry Argo overland 
to lake Tritonis (iv. 1889), and, launching her again, sail out to 
aea. Apparently they now made a very circuitous voy^e along 
the coaats of Africa and Aeia Minor until they were opposite to 
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the ieliuid of CBTpathas, which tbej are said to paea ; from 
thence they came to Crete (if. 1685) ; thenoe through the 
Sporadee into the ^gaau to ^gina (iv. 1761) ; then along the 
coast of Attica and between Enbcea and the Opimtiaii Locri (iv. 
1779), throngh the Sinos Pelasgicua, to Pagass, whenoe they 
had started. 

The return voyage teems with snch InEnrmonntable diffionl- 
ties, and is altogether so hopelessly confused and mythical, that 
it would he a mere waste of time and patience to attempt to 
follow it on a modem map. 

We can only indicate briefly the course the heroes are said to 
have takeu. After crossing the Euiine (Blaok Sea), they rowed 
throngh river-ways right across Dacia, Mteeia, Illyria, and 
Dslmatia (Bulgaria, Servia, Bosnia, and Herzegovina), into the 
Adriatic ; sailiiig to Italy they cross the northern part by the 
Eridanas (Po) ; sail into the Blione, thence into the Mediter- 
ranean ; right across to the west coast of Italy, along which they 
pass ; through the Iiipari islands and the strait of Messina ; up 
the east coast of Italy to the Adriatic again ; thence driven hy 
storms they come to the African coast; being caught in the 
shoals of the Sjrtis they carry Argo overland to lake Tritouis 
(Bahr Faraonni in Tunis), and finding an outlet into the Medi- 
terranean, sail along the African coast to the coast of Asia 
Minor, and so into the ^gean homewards. 



DyGoogle 



THE USE OF POSSESSIVE ADJECTIVES 

AND PEKSONAL PKONOUNS IN 

APOLLONIUS. 



■6 thao Apol- 
ing;nlar lieeuoe in the use of posBessive 
adjectives, and to a leaa extent of persoaal proaouDs, oonfoBing 
their strict meaning to such a degree, that it may be of some 
eerviee to coUect in a short scheme examples of Apollonins' 
more notable divergences from clasBioal asage. 

I. <T^<iiinpo£, the poBsesBive adj. of the 2nd person dnal, does 
daly for — 

(n) Possessive adj. of 2nd person singular. Cf. iii. 395. 
(fi) PoBsessive adj. of 8rd person singular. Cf. i. 648 ; iii. 

335, 600, 625. 
(y) Poasessive adj. of 3rd person plnral. Cf. i. 1286. 

II. ff^fTfpoc, thepoBBBsBiveadj. of 8rd person plural, does duty 
for— 

(a) Possessive adj. of 3rd person singular. Cf. iii. 186, 

632. 
(/J) Possessive adj. of 2nd person plural. Cf, iv. 1823. 

III. Uc, the possessive adj. of 3rd person singular, does duty 
for — 

(a) Possessive adj. of 2nd person singular. Cf. ii. 636; 

iii. 140. 
(^) Possessive adj. of 8rd person plural. Cf. L 1113 ; iii. 827. 

IV. The personal pionoun of Srd person singular does duty 



(a) Ist person singular. Cf. ii. 687 ; l 
(0) 2nd person singular. Cf. i. 893. 
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AKaiTMENT. 

Pelias, in alarm, sends Jason to ColcbU to fetcb (he golden fleece. 
So Jason gathers the chieftains, and U chosen captun himself. After 
launching Argo they sail on without adventure as far a* Lemnos, where 
tbej stay awhile, and are hospiCablj received by Hypiipyte the qaeen. 
Thence they come to the Dolione) and their king Cyzicos, and are 
kindly entertuued. Giants withstand them at Dindymus, but these 
are shot by Heracles. On the same night a storm drives the ship back 
to Cyzicus, and in the darkness they and the Dolioncs come to blows, 
and Cyzicus is slain. After mourning for him, thej sail on to Mysia, 
where Hyias is lost, and Heracles, who will not be comforted, is lefl 
behind with Polyphemus. 
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THE ARGONAUTICA OF APOLLONIUS 
BHODIUS. 

WITH thee, Phtebua, will I begin aad record the 
famous deeds of those men of old time, who, at the 
liiddmg of Ving Pelias, rowed the good ship Argo past the 
mouth of the Euxine and through the rockB Cyaueaa ' to 
fetch the golden fleece. 

For PelJas had heard an oracle on this wise, that in the 
latter days a hateful doom awaited him, eren death at the 
prompting of one whom he should see come forth from the 
people with but one sandal. And not loi^g after, according 
to the sure report, came Jason on foot across the stream of 
a swollen torrent, and one sandal did he save from 'neath 
the mud, but the other left he there sticking in the river- 
bed. So he came to Pelias forthwith to take a part in the 
solemn feast, which he was offering to his father Poseidon 
^jid the other gods, but to Pelasgian Hera' he paid no 
heed. And the instant Felias saw Jason, he was ware of 
him, and made ready to his hurt a grievous task of seaman- 

' Kunviai wtrpai, elsewhere called JlXoyin-ai and 2ii/iirX^J(C. These 
famous rocka, wbich are also meatiotied by Homer and Euripides, were 
Mid (o gaaid the entrance to the Fontna. 

' The poet, whilst noticing tlie &Tour borne b; Hera to Jaaon, gives 
no reason for the neglect shown to her by Pelias. - ^-T. -i- "'■ 

TicXaayitot here ^ ecaouXu^c i the Pehtsgi inhabtting Phthiotia in 
Thessaly. Cf. Horn. II. ii. 681. 
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ship, that BO he might loee his return in the deep or haply 
among strange folk. 

Now minstrels even before my day do t«D how Argus by 
the couneels of Athene built a ship for him ; but mine 
Bhall it now be to declare the lineage and name of the 
heroes, and their passage of the long sea, and all that they 
did in their wanderings; and may the Muses be the 
heralds of my song ! 

First then let us make mention of Orpheus ; he it was, 
whom, on a day, as rumour saith. Calliope bare beside the 
peak of Pimpleia, her pledge of love to Thracian CEager. 
He, men gay, did charm the stubborn rocks upon the bills 
and the river streams by the strains of his minstrelsy. 
And wild oaks, memorials yet of that his singing, which 
he had led right on from Pieria by the spell of his lyre, 
marched in ordered ranks, each behind his fellow, to range 
themselves, with all their leaves, upon the fringe of the 
Thracian shore. So mighty a man was Orpheus, whom 
the son of ^son, by the counsels of Cbiron, did persuade 
and take to help him in his toils from his kingship over 
Bistonian Pieria. 

Anon came Asterion ; be it was whom Cometes did beget 
by the waters of swirling Apidanus, when he dwelt in 
Peiresia, hard by the Phylleian hill, where mighty Apidanus ' 
and divine Enipeus do unit«, flowing into one stream from 
their distant sources. 

To these came Polyphemus,' son of Elatue, having left 
Larissa ; who erst, what time the I^pithie armed against 

* The ApiduDB ud Enipeus, two rivers in Thessiily. TheFbjlIeian 
motiDtMn it in Hacedonia. Pureiis, or Fieria, nune of a Maced<miut 
district and town. ' 

' The Pol^phemns here rDentioned i» not the same m the giant 
shepherd of Sicily, whom Odjaseiu blinded. This hero, who figures 
afterwards as the lojal and trusty friend of Eeracke, had already dis- 
tingaished himself in the famous battle between Qu L^ithw and tli» 
CenlBurs at the wedding feast of Pirithous. 
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the Centaurs, joined the fray ae the y oimgest of the mighty 
Lapithse. Kow on that day were his limbB ireighed down 
with wine, but firm abode his warlike spirit still, eren as 
aforetime. 

No long space was Iphiclus, uncle of the son of ^aon, 
left behind in Pbylaee ; for ^son had wedded his sieter, 
Alcimede of Fhylace ; whence the claims of blood and kith 
bade him enrol himself in the muster. 

Neither did Admetus, lord of Fheree, rich in sheep, abide ■ 
beneath the peak of the Chalcodonian mountain. 

Erytus and Echion too, sons of Hermes, well skilled in 
craftiness, and rich in broad comlands, lingered not in 
Alope ; and yet a third arrived to join them as they were 
stari,ing, ^thaUdes, their kinsman ; ' him by the stream of 
Myrmidonian Amphrysus did Eupolemeia, maid of Phthia, 
bear ; but those other twain were sons of Antianeira, 
daughter of Menetes. 

Came too Coronus, son of Croneus,' leaving rich Gyrton, a 
goodly man, yet scarce his father's match. For minstrels 
tell how Cteneus, though he liveth yet, was slain by the 
Centaurs ; what time, alone and apart from the other 
chiefs, he routed them ; and, when they suddenly rallied 
^ain, they could not make him give way nor slay him ; 
but he, unconquered and unflinching, passed beneath the 
earth, smitten by the heavy pines they hurled on him. 

Neit came Mopsus, sprung from Titaron ; him the son 
of Leto had taught the augury of birds beyond all men ; 

' yvuir^c bere as elsewhere id Apollonius Bhodins means " kmsman," 
not " iveli -known." 

' Cffinane took part in the battle between the Lapithn and Centaurs. 
OTid, Met&ta. jii, 171 sqq., relate! hov Cceaeiu bad originally been a 
beautirul maiden named CkdU ; this maidea Poseidon lored and changed 
into ft taan who should be invnlneFable ; ao when in the battle the Cen- 
taurs could not kill Csneus with sword or spear, tiiey bnried him alive 
beneolb a mte» of trees, but even so his spirit sped awaj in the form of 
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likewise came Eurjdamas, boh o£ CtimenuB, yrho had hia 
dwelling in Dolopian Ctimene, nigh unto the Xunian ' 
lake. 

Moreover Ador sent forth his son Meucetins from Opue, 
to go with the chieftains. 

And Eurytion followed, and Taliamt Eribotes ; one the 
son of Teleon, the other of Ituh, son of Actor; verily, 
famous Eribotes was sprung from Teleon, and Eurytion 
had Irus for his sire. With these went a third, Oileua, 
matchless for chivalry, and skilled enow in rushing on the 
rear of the foe, what time their rajike give way. 

From EulKea Canthus hied him forth ; he it was whom 
CanethuB, son of Abas, was sending with eager feet ; yeti 
was he never to turn again and reach Cerinthus. Eor his 
fat« it was with Mopsus, that skilled diviner, to wander to 
hia death in the utmost ends of Libya. For of evila none 
is too far away for man to meet therewith ; seeing that 
men buried those twain even in Libya, as far from Colchia 
as the rising and the setting of the aun are seen to be from 
each other. 

Next then gathered to the muster Clytius and IphituB, 
wardens of <Echalia, sons of Eurytus the harsh — that 
Eurytus, to whom the far-darting god gave a bow ; yet had 
he no joy of the gift, for of his own choice he strove with 
the giver himself. 

After these the sons of .^lacus joined the quest; they 
came not both tc^ether, nor from the same place ; for they 
dwelt apart, keeping aloof from ^gina, since the day, 
when in their witleBsness they slew their kinsman Fhocua. 
Now Telamon had settled in Salamis, isle of Attica ; while 
PeleuB went away and builded him a home in Phthia. 

Next came the warrior Butes from Cecropia, the son of 

> Tbe Xunnn lake ii in Theswlj. The Scholiast aays it was so 
called from being on the confioea nf Theuaty aod Bteotia, and so common 
(^vvov = mvSv) to both ; it wai not far fhim lake Bcebe. 
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goodly Tel^n, and Fhalerus of the stout ashen spear. 
AlcoQ, his sire, ha4 ^ent him forth, albeit he had no other 
sons to nurse the eToning of his life ; jet for all he was 
his well-beloved,' yea, his only-begotten, HtiU would he 
send him to win renown among those heroes bold. 

But Theseus, who far excelled all the sons of Erechtheus, 
did an unseen' bond keep back beneath the land of Ttenarus, 
for thither had he gone aloi^ with Feirithoua. Vraily 
these twain might ' have made the accomplishment of their 
toil lighter for them all. 

And Tiphjs, son of Hagnias, left his Thespian folk in 
Siphas ; a cunning prophet he to foretell a rising tumult 
ajnid the waves of the wide sea, and eniming to divine 
Btorms of wind and the coturse of a ship from the sun and 
the stars. H'"X did Tritonian Athene herself rouse to the 
gathering of the chiefs, and he came amongst men eager for 
his coming ; for it wafi Athene, too, that builded the swift 
ship, and with her had Ai^s, son of Arestor, fashioned it 

* TtikiyiToc. WhateTer be tha derirfttion of this macb.dispaled word, 
one meaning seems to oling; to iC throngboat Apolkmins Rbodius, and it 
is to be remembered tbat tbe Alexandrine luege of words doe* not 
uecewahiy conespood with tbu of e*rUer nriten. The Alexandrine 
etymology vaa noC nalrequently Teiy faolt; ; and so in translating tbis 
doabtfnl Homerie word ae " weU-beloied," from tbe idea of affection 
natnrally attacbing to tbe last bom child, we shall be following tbe 
mnuiing of the author, althongh perhaps he mismuleraiood the word 
himself. 

' iilnyos. ApoUonins greatly affects the nse of Homeric words, 
Ihongb not by any means always in their Homeric sense, which possibly 
was miunterpreted by the critics of Alexandria. The word aifiiXos is 
nsed here and elsewhere by tbe poet in the sense of " nnseen," probably 
from a false etymology, thongh into a controTSrsy upon Homeric words, 
which are still in many cases " sob judice," we cannot here attempt to 

Tbeseas, attempting to carry off Fereepbone from Hades, was over- 
come and bound by an invisible agency to a rock from which be could 

* An elUpae of " if they had been thrae." 

D...,n;M;yG00glc 
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by her counsels. Wherefore was Aj^o far the beat of all 
the barques that erer crossed the sea with oars. 

Kext cajoe Fhlias from Amthyrea, where he dwelt in 
plenty by the grace o£ Dionysus, his father, in his home 
by the springs of Asopus. 

From Argos came forth Talaus and Areiua, two sons of 
Bias; and mighty Leodocus, whom Pero, daughter of 
Neleua, bare; for her sake Melampus, son of JEolus, 
endured grierous misery ia the steadily of Iphiclus. 

Nor are we told that mighty Heracles, stout of heart, 
made light of the earnest prayer of the son of ^son. Nay, 
when he heard the report that the heroes were gathering, 
he changed his path anew from Arcadia and came to 
Lyrceian Ai^os, whither he was bringing alive a bosj that 
battened ia the glens of Lampeia' beside the vast marsh of 
Erymanthus ; and he cast him down from off his mighty 
back, fast bound in chains, at the entrance to the assembly 
of the Myceneeans, while himself started ofi as he listed 
against the purpose of Eurystheus; and with him came 
Hylas, his trusty squire, in the bloom of youth, to bear his 
arrows and to keep his bow. 

Next came the son of divine Danaus, Nauplius. Lo! 
he was son of Clytoneus, the child of Naubolus; and 
Naubolus was the son of Lemus ; and of Lemus we are 
told that he was the son of Frcetus, whom Nauplius begat ; 
for the maid Amymone, daughter of Danaus, in days gone 
by, bare, from the embraces of Poseidon, Nauplius, who far 
excelled all men in seamanship. 

And last of those, who dwelt in Argos, came Idmon ; 
for he would be there, although from augury he knew his 
fate ; lest the people should grudge b'T" a fair fame. He, 
of a truth, was no son of Abas, but the child of Leto him- 
self begat him to swell the number of the famous race of 

' A mountain in Arcadia, in which the rirer ETymanthn* rises. 
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^olus ; ' yea, and Mmself did teach him diviiiation, and to 
heed the flight of birds, and to read signs in blazing fire. 

Moreover, Jltolian Leda sent forth from Sparta strong 
Polydeuces and Castor, skilled to curb fleet steeds ; these, 
ber well-beloTed sons, she bare at one birth in the halls of 
Tyndams, and when thej would go she said not naj, for 
her thoughts were worthy the bride of Zeus. 

From Axene came the sons of Apharetus, Lynceus and 
Idas, of OTerweening pride, both too confident in their great 
strength ; and Lynceus too excelled in the keenness of his 
sight, if that is really a true legend, that he could see with 
ease a man even beneath the earth. 

And with them Periclymenus, son of Neleus, started to go, 
eldest of all the children that were bom to divine Neleus 
in Fyloa ; liim Poseidon gifted with boundless might, and 
granted that ' whatsoever he should pray to be during the 
fray, that should he become in the stress of battle. 

Again, from Arcadia came Amphidamas and Cephous, 
who dwelt in Tegea, the heritage of Apheidas, the two sons 
of AleuB ; and eke a third followed in their train, Ancnus, 
whom his own father Lycurgus was sending ; he was elder 
brother to those twain, but was left behind in the city that 
he might care for Aleus in hia old age, but he sent his own 
son to join his brethren. And the young man went on hia 
way, brandishing the skin of a bear of Mienalus, and in his 
right hand a great two-edged axe. For his grandsire 
Aleus had hidden his weapons in an inner closet, if haply 
he might stay him even yet from setting out. 

There came too Augeas, who, l^end saith, is son to 
Helios ; and over the men of Ells this prince held sway, 

' Xolua, ths M>a of HellBn, had two sons, Crelheus and Athftmsa ; 
JEaoK was Ibe son of Cretheoi ; Jason, the son of JEaoo. 

' Fericlymeiiiu had the power of chaogini; his ahspe at will during 
battle. 

ri here it demonstratiteis'' that." 

D...,n;M;yG00glc 
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glorying in his wealth ; but greatly did he long to see the land 
of Colchia and ^etes in person, the leader of the Colchians. 

And AsteriuB and Amphion, sobb of Hyperasius, came 
from Achaean Pellene, vhich on a day their grandsire 
PeUea founded on the crags by the sea-shore. 

To these, again, came Euphemua, leaving Teenarus ; he 
it yrae whom Europe, daughter of Tityus, of giant strength, 
bare, outstripping all in speed of foot. He would run 
upon the sea's gray swell, and never wet his swift feet ; 
but, moistening just the soles thereof, he sped along his 
watery ' path. 

And there came two other sons of Poseidon ; the one, to 
wit, ErginuB, who had left the town of noble MiletUB ; the 
other, Anceeus, the proud, who had come from Parthenie, 
Beat of Imbrasian' Hera; both these boasted their knowledge 
of seacraft and of war. 

Next came valiant Meleager, son of (Eneus, having 
started from Calydon, and Laocoon too, who was brother 
of (Eneus ; yet were they not sons of one mother, but him 
did a bondwoman bear ; he it was whom (Eneus sent, now 
that he was grown up, to guard his child ; so while yet a 
youth he entered that brave band of heroes, and none, me- 
thinks, mightier than he had come, save Heracles alone, if 
he had stayed but one year * longer there and been trained 

' lufifi. The meaning of this word id this paastgs at any rate is 
cleam' than its etymolog;. From the coDiext it obTioiul7^"wet,'' 
but Homeiic sobolara will remember paBB&gea in which this readering is 



' 'Ififfpaairii, I.e. Samian. The ImbruuB is » rirer in Samos, near 
which, according to one legend, Hera spent her earlj years. 

* XvKaftavra. It is diSicnlc on etymological grounds to account for 
thia word. Both in Homer and in the Alexandrine imitators of his 
style it secDis to mean "a year." Ooe deriratioa connects it with 
Xvcq ^(vu =: the path of light, i.e. the sun's conne, i.e. the year ; but 
this is scarcely less fiincifal than the Scholiast's soggeation that it is a 
variant form of Xirya/Sowro, from Xvyov, " an osier," the colour of which, 
he says, is black, " and with blackness the year departs." 
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up amongst the .^ItoUanB. And lo ! hie unde Iphiclus, the 
son of iThestius, bare him company on that journey, a 
speanuaji good, and aldlled enow as well to match himself 
with any in close fight. 

And with liim -naa FalsemoniuB, son of Lernus, of Oleaus ; 
son of LemuB men called him, but he drew his Unef^ from 
HephEBstus, wherefore he was lame of foot ; but none would 
have the hardihood to scorn his form and manliness, where- 
fore he too was numbered amongst the other chiefs, swel- 
ling the fame of Jason. 

From the Fhocians then came Iphitus, sprung from 
Naubolus, son of Omytus ; uow he had been Jasou's host 
aforetime when he came to Pytho to ask an oracle about 
his Toyage ; for there did Iphitus receire him in his halls. 

N'eit came the sons of Boreas, Calais and Zetes, whom, 
on a day, Oreithyia, daughter of Erechtheus, bare to Boreas 
at the vei^e of wintry Thrace ; thither it was that Thracian 
Boreas had snatched her away from Cecropia, as ehe was 
ciTcliug in the dance by the banks of the IUssub. And 
from afar he brought her to the spot men call Sarpedon's 
rock, beside the stream of the river Erginus, and there he 
shrouded her in dark clouds, and had his will of her. 
These his two sons made strong pinions more on either 
ancle as they rose, a n[t^hty marvel to behold, radiant with 
scales of gold ; and about their backs, from the crown of 
the head and on either side the neck, dark hair was waving 
in the breeze. 

Nor yet had Acastus, son of stalwart Felias himself, any 
longing to abide within his father's house ; nor Argus 
either, servant of the goddess Athene ; nay, for they too, I 
ween, were to be counted in the muster. 

This, then, is the tale of those who gathered to the son 
of £son to aid him with their counsel ; whom the neigh- 
bouring folk called Minyan chieftains, one and all, since 
most of them,' and those the best, avowed them to be of the 
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blood of the daughters of Minyaa ; even so Alcituede, the 
mother of Jason himself, was sprung from Clvmene, a 
daughter of Minjas. 

Now when the thralls had made all things ready, where- 
■with ships are furnished for their freight, vheneo business 
calls men to make a voyage across the sea ; in that hour 
they betook them to the ship through the city to the place 
men call the headland of Pagass,' in Magnesia ; and around 
them a crowd of folk ran thronging eagerly; but they 
showed like bright stars amid clouds, and thus would each 
man say as he gazed on them flashing in their harness : 
" King Zeus, what is the intent of Pebas ? whither is he 
sending such a muster of heroes from out the Panacheean ' 
land ? They will sack the homes of JEetea with baleful fire 
the very day they see them, if so be he give them not the 
fleece of his own accord. But the voyage may not be 
shunned, nor shall their toil be fruitless, if they go." 

So spake they, one here, one there throughout the city ; 
and the women lifted up their hands full oft toward 
heaven to tho immortal gods, praying that they would 
grant the accomplishment of their return as their heart 
desired. And one to another would thus complain through 
her tears : " Ah, hapleaa Alcimede, to thee too hath sorrow 
come, late though it be, nor haat thou finished thy course 
with joy. Surely .£son is a man of sorrows, and that in no 
small measure. Tea, better for him had it been, if ere this 
he had been wrapped in his shroud ' and were lying 'neath 
the earth, a stranger still to evil enterprises. Would that 
the black wave had engulfed Phrizus too, fleece and all, 

' PttgMffi, the atarting-point and also Ihe laQdiog-pkce on the return 
of the eipedition, is a headland of Magnesia ; there waa a harbour there ' 
JQ the hiitorical days of the Greek stalea. 

' Thessoly i» called Panache^an because it was first named Achiea, 
from Achicua, the son of Xuthas. 

' STipta generally' = poaseasions of any kind, hare^lhroad. Of. 
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on the da,y that the maiden Helle periebed ! But no ! that 
prodigy of ill littered ' a human voice, that it might bring 
grief ajid countless woes to Alcimede, in days to come," 

Thus would the women speak as the heroes went on their 
way forth. And many thraUs, both men and maids, were 
already gathering, and his mother flung herself on Jason's 
neck. Forpierdnggrief had entered each woman's breast; 
and with her his father, bowed by baleful age, made moan 
upon his bed, closely veiled from head to foot. 

And Jason, the while, was soothing their grief with 
words of comfort ; but he signed to the thralls to take up 
his weapons of war, and they in silence and with downcast ^ 
look took them up. But his mother, so soon as she had 
thrown her arms around her boy, so clung to him, while 
her aoba ' came erer more thick and fast ; as when a maiden 
in her solitude is iain to cast her arms about her gray- 
haired nurse and weep, one who hath none left to defend 
her, but she leads a cruel life under a step-mother, who ill- 
treats her tender years with many a flout; and as she 
weeps, her heart within her is held i&et in misery, nor can y 
she utter ' half the grief she yeameth to ; even thus was Al- 
cimede weeping loud and long, as she held her son in her 
arms. And in her affliction she spake this word : " Ah ! 
would that I had straight given up the ghost and so for- 
gotten my troubles, on the day I heard king Pelias declare 
to my sorrow his evil hest, that thou, my child, with thine 

' The ram which rescned Fbrixus aod Helte from the croeltf of 
dieir step-mother Ino hod ihe power uf hnaian speech. 

' mrq^cc literal! j = " with heads bowed dowo with "roe.'' 

' tKaiovaa iSo-aiTtpav. Another Homerio phrMe. aiar6s ^ thick, 

' dose; so the meaning seems lo be " with sobs coming quicker and 

quicker upon each other -, " perhaps " choking " is an Englisb eqniTa- 

lent. Homer naea the word frequentlj of '' thronging aheep" l^ativi 

* itfMfat is literally the boiliog and bubbling of water heated in a 
canldron. 
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own dear hands mig'hteBt have buried me ; since that was 
all I yet could wish of thee, for all else that thy nurture 
owed I have long enjoyed. Now shall I, who erst waa so 
admired by the Achseaa women, be left like a slave in my 
empty halle, miserably wasting avay in longing for thee, 
over whom I once had much joy and glory, my only son for 
whom I loosed my maiden zone ' for the first time and the 
last. For the goddess Eileithyia ' exceedingly did grudge 
me many children. Ah me ! for my blind folly ! Little I 
rected of this, even in dreams, that Phrirus would be an 
evil for me to shun." 

Thus was she, poor lady, sobbing and wailing, and the 
women her handmaids took up the wail in turn, but Jason 
spake to her softly with words of comfort : " Mother mine, 
lay not such piteous grief on me thus all too much, for by 
thy tears shalt thon not keep from suffering; nay, thou 
wilt join sorrow on to sorrow. For the gods allot to 
mortals woes they cannot see. Take heart to bear the lot 
of mortals for all thy heaviness of soul, and cheer thee with 
the solemn promise of Athene and with the god's answer, 
for very favourable was the word of Phcebus, and after 
these with the aid of the chieftaios. But now do thou 
with thy handmaidens abide quietly within the house, and 
be not a bird of ill omen to our ship ; for my clansmen and 
my thralls shall lead me on my way thither." 

He spake, and forth from the house started on his path. 
Even as Apollo goes forth from his fragrant shrine through 
holy Delos, or Claros, or through Pytho, in his might, or 
wide Lycia by the streams of Xanthus ; in such beauty 
went he through the throng of folk, and there arose a shout 

' The poetical allasion is to the custom of youiig married women 
dedication the ptrpa or Z^ini to Artemis after the birth of their first 
child. 

> Eileithj'ia, i.t. the goddess who comes to aid (comen in childbirth ; 
the Romans called her Lucini, afterward} idectiGed with Diana. 
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of men giring comnuuids all bother. And there met him 
Ipfaias, ^6 aged prleBteBS of Artemie, protectress of the 
cit; ; and elie clasped him by his right hand but could not 
Bay a word tor all her longing, since the crowd went hasting 
on ; so she turned aside and left him there, as an old dame 
must before younger folk ; and lo ! he passed by and was 
gone far away. 

Now when he had left the streets of the town with their 
fair buildings, and was come to the headland of Pagaste ; 
there did his comrades welcome him, abiding together be- 
side the ship Ai^, There she stood at the riTCr mouth, 
and they were gathered orer against her ; when lo ! they 
saw AcastuB and with him Argus coming forth from the 
city to them, and they marvelled to see them hasting thither 
with all speed, against the will of Felias. And the one. 
ArguB, son of Arestor, bad fastened about his shoulders a 
bull's hide, reaching to his feet, black, with the hair upon 
it ; but the other had a fair mantle of double woof, which 
his sister Felopeia gave to him. But Jason refrained for 
all that from questioning the pair on each point, but bade 
them seat themaelveB at the assembly ; for there were they 
Bitting one and all in rows on furled sails and the mast 
that lay upon the ground. And amongst them the son of 
.^son spake with good intent, " For the rest, whatsoever a 
ship should be furnished withal lies ready against our start, 
for all hath been done well and, in order; therefore no long 
space will we hold back from our voyage on that account, 
when but the winds blow fair. Nay but, friends, since our 
return to Hellas again is for all of us, and for all is the 
voyage to the land of ^etes, choose ye therefore now un- 
grudgingly the best of you for leader, to whom each thing 
shall be a care, to take upon him our quarrels and our 
covenants with strangers." 

So spake he : and the young men looked round at bold 
Heracles sitting in their midst ; and with one shout they 
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bade Jason declare liiiu leader ; but he forthwith, from 
where he sat, stretched out his right hand and uttered his 
voice, " Let none offer this honour to me. For I will nev^r 
consent j wherefore I will even stay another from rising up. 
Let him who gathered us together, also lead the throng." 

So spake he in the greatness of his heart; and they 
would have it as Heracles bade. Then arose warlike Jason 
himself in his gladness, and to his eager listeners thus made 
harangue ; " If then 'tis yoiu" will that your feme be in my 
hands, no longer let the voyage be delayed as hitherto. 
Now forthwith let us appease Phoebus with sacrifice and 
make a feast at once ; and whilst my thralls, the overseers 
of my steadings, go forth, whose business it is to make good 
choice of oxen and drive them hither from the herd ; mean- 
time will we drag the ship to sea, and do ye place all the 
tackling therein and allot the oars amongst the bendies ; 
and let us the while build an altar on the strand to Apollo, 
lord of embarkation, who in answer to my prayer bath 
promised to declare and show the passage o'er the sea, if 
haply l^ sacrifice to him I may b^in my contest with the 
king." 

So spake he, and was the first to turn him to the work, 
and they rose up obedient to him ; and they piled up their 
garments apart in rows on a smooth ledge of rock, over 
which the sea burst not with its waves, but long ago the 
stormy brine had washed it clean. First then by the coun- 
sels of Axgus they lashed the ship stoutly with a well- 
twisted cable from within, stretching it on either side, that 
the timbers might bold fast by their bolts and have strength 
to meet the breakers.' And quickly they scooped out a 

' The accoant of the launching of Argo ii bj no means easy to 
understand in all its del^ls. It seems that the heroes dug a trench in 
tiont of the bowB of the ship and a little way beneath her ; then, as she 
tilted forward of her own weight, they placed rollers nnder her heel, 
and continoed their trench at a somewhat greater depth, and so on, at s 
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space aa wide as the sMp's girth eiicoinpaeeed, and about 
the prow into the deep they dug out all that ehe would 
take to run in, when thej hauled her down. And ever in 
front of the keel they kept hollowing deeper in the ground, 
and in the furrow did they lay amooth rollerB, and on to 
the first of these they tilted her forward, that she might 
slide along them and be carried on. And above, on this 
side and on that, they hud the oare across the ship, bo as to 
project a cubit, and they bound them to the tholes ; while 
they stood there on either side at alternate oars and pushed 
with hand and chest together. And amongst them went 
Tiphys to encourage the young men to push in time. 
Loudly he shouted to urge them, and they at once leant on 
with all their might, and thrust her with one rush right 
from out her place, while with their feet they strained 
and strove ; and lo ! Pelian A^o went with them very 
swiftly, and they darted from her sides with a cheer. Be- 
neath her heavy keel the rollers groaned at the friction, and 
around them dark smoke and flame leapt ' up beneath the 
weight, and into the sea she slid. Then did they check her 
onward course and held her with a rope. And they fitted 
oars on both sides to the tholes, and laid the mast and 
shapely sails and stores within her. 

Xow when they had taken careful heed to each thing, 
first they portioned out the benches by lot, two men being 

lower and lower grade, ontil tliej eaied her down to the water's td/fe. 
After this, apparently (cf. I. 37S), tlie7 placed oun right across the ship 
from side lo side, lo that the blades protruded on one side, the bandies 
on the other, alternately ; then making these fast with cords to the 
tholea, they used them lo pnsh against, and so Ihrost Argo into deep 
water with a msh. 

iribis i» what the poet intends, we should haie to assume that the 
beach was naturally a sloping one ; otherwise the plan of the graduated 
trench would haxe been a matter of some difficulty. 

' it^iii. Strictly this word means "to ooie" of juices from burnt 
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told off to one bench, but the midmost bench, apart from 
the other heroes, did they select for Heracles and Auceeus, 
who dwelt in the citadel of T^ea. For them alone they 
left the middle seat, at once, without casting lots ; and 
with one accord they entrusted Tiphys to mind the helm of 
their ship with her good teel. 

N'eit, hard by the sea, they raised a pile of shingle, and 
builded an altar there upon the strand to Apollo, naming 
it after him who holds the shore and favours those who go 
aboard. And quickly they laid thereon logs of dry olive ; 
meantime, the herdsmen of the son of ^son drove before 
them from the herd two oxen ; these the young men of his 
crew dragged to the altar, while others then held the lustral ' 
wator and meal for sprinkling nigh. And Jason called 
upon Apollo, the god of his fathers, and prayed, "Hearken, 
O king, who dwellest in Fagaste and the city of ^son, that 
is called after my sire, thou who didst promise me when I 
sought to thee at Pytho to show me the accomplishment 
and end of my journey. For 'twas thou thyself that wast 
the cause ' of the enterprise. Do thou then bring my ship 
with my comrades saie and sound hither back to Hellas- 
Then in thy honour will we lay hereafter on thy altar noble 
sacrifices of bulls for ail of us who shall return, and other 
gifts will I bring to Pytho, and others to Ortygia in count- 
less number. Come then and receive this sacrifice at our 
hands, far-darting god ; which we have set before thee ; a 
first gift, as an offering for our embarking on this ship ; 
and may I loose my cables with a harmless destiny through 

' x^P"'^ ^ water for waahing the hands of thoie who offered the 
sacrifice. 

oikuj^at^Sa braised barlej' tor sprinkling upon the victim and 
the alt&r as a beginning of the ceremony. Cf. the phrase ovXuxvrac 
tarapxf^Sai. jcpoyvToi in 1. 425 is used in the same sense. 

* Apollo wu answerable, because he bad given the oracle which 
frightened Peliaa into sendbg Jason on his dangerous rojage, to get 
rid of him. 

Digniod., Google 
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thy guidance, and may Boft breezes blow, wherewith we may 
go in fail weather acrosa the aea." 

He Bpahe, and, as he prayed, cast the barley-meat. And 
those twain, Anceeus the proud and Heracles, girt them- 
selres to slay the steers. Now the one smote with his club 
the middle of the head about the forehead, and forthwith 
the oi lay faUen in a heap upon the earth. But Ancseus 
struck the other on his broad neck with a brazen axe and 
cleft the strong sinews, and down be tumbled, doubled up ' 
upon bis horns. Quickly then their comrades cut the 
oxen's throats, and flayed their hides ; next broke them up 
and carved them, cutting out the sacred thighs, which they 
wrapped closely in fat all together and burnt upon firewood. 
Next the son of .^son poured pure libations ; and Idmon 
was glad, when he saw the flame blaze up on every side 
from the sacrifice and the smoke thereof leaping up favour- 
ably in dark-gleaming vrreaths ; and forthwith he declared 
outright the will of the son of Leto, 

" Lo ! it is the will of heaven and your destiny to come 
hither again bringing the fleece with you, but countless 
toils meantime await you as you come and go. But for 
me 'tia fated to die by the hateful doom of a god, some- 
where far away on Asia's strand. Even so came I forth 
from my fatherland, though I knew my doom a while ago 
from evil omena, that I might embark upon the ship, and 
fair fame be left me in my home for my embarking." 

So spake he : and the young warriors heard his prophecy 
and were glad for their return, though grief seized them 
for the fate of Idmon. Now when the sun had passed the 
still hour of noon, and the plough-lands were just shadowed 
by the rocks, as the sun declined beneath the evening duak ; 
in tiiat hour all strewed a deep couch of leaves upon the 

' wcptppifSrii- Cf. Homer, Od. xiii. S4, where one of the suitors 
when shot b; Odysuns " falls doubled up over % table " (which he waa 
using as a shield) ircpififiiiiii Si rpairiZl) Ka-xvmv, 
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sand and laid them down in order before the gray sea'a 
edge, and beside them lay vast stores of food and sweet 
mead, which cupbearers drew forth in beakers ; next they 
told each other tales in turn, such tales as youi^ men oft 
love to tell for their pastime ' o'er the feast and wine, what 
time th& spirit of insatiate violence is far away. Novi the 
son of ^aon the while was lost in wonder, and was ponder- 
ing each matter within himself like to one downcast, when 
lo ! Idas noted him askance, and with loud voice railed upon 
him, " Thou son of ^son, what plan is this thou tumeat 
over in thy heart ? Speak out thy will here in the midst. 
Is it fear, that bugbear of cowards, that is comii^ upon 
thee and mastering thee ? Be witness 'twixt us now, my 
impetuous spear, wherewith 1 win myself renown far be- 
yond other men in the wars, nor is it Zeus that helpeth me 
the half as much as this my spear, — yea, let it witness that 
there shall come no deadly woe, and that no task sbail re- 
main unaccomplished while Idas is with thee, even though 
a god should rise up a^inat us. Such a man am I whom 
thou art bringing from Arene to thy aid," 

He spake ; and grasping in both lunds a fnll goblet drank 
ofi the pure sweet mead, and his lips and dark cheeks were 
wet with wine ; but those others raised a din all together, 
and Idmon lifted up his voice and spake, " Goi help thee,' 
fool ! deadly are thy thoughts, even beforehand, for thyself. 
Is it that the pure mead makes thy bold heart to swell 
within thy breast to tiiy undoing, and hath driven thee to- 
alight the gods ? Other are the words of comfort where- 
with a man might cheer his fellow, but thou hast spoken 
altogether presumptuously. Such a speech, 'tis aajd, the 

' Ji^iao/uu lilenllj:: to pUy with pebbles — then = to unuse oneseir 
in any way. 

' iatfiovii almnst^my good air, with a tone of irony and rebahe,. 
and BO always both in Homeric and Platonio 6r«ek. A mild oath 
perhaps gives the force of it moat nearly. 
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sons of AloeuB,' men of old time, did sputter forth against 
the blessed gods ; and to them thou art nowise equal in 
manhood ; yet were they both laid low by the ewift arrows 
of the son of Leto, for all their bravery. " 

He ended ; and Idas, son of AphareuB, laughed aloud hia 
fill ; and, with blinking ' eyes, answered h 'T" with mocking 
words, " Come now, tell me this by thy diTiaation, whether 
for me too the gods are f ulfillin g such another doom, as 
that father of thine gave imto the sons of Aloeus. And 
devise thee how thou mayest safely escape from my hands, 
«lse shalt thou die for telling a prophecy light' as the 
winds." 

Thus in his wrath he upbraided him ; and the quarrel 
would have gone further, had not their comrades and the 
£on of ^aon himself called to them with one accord and 
stayed them from their strife. Then too Orpheus lifted 
up his lyre in his left hand and made essay to sii^. He 
soQg how earth, and heaven, and sea, once all joined 
together in unity, were separated, each apart, after a 
deadly quarrel; and how, for ever in heaven, the stars, 
and moon, and the paths of the sea have their steadfast 
goal; and how the mountains rose up, and how rivers 
rushing noisily with their nymphs, and all creeping things 
came into being. Mext he sang how, at the first, Ophion 
and Eurynome, daughter of Oceaaus, held sway o'er snow- 

' The som of Alo«us were Ottu and Ephj&'tea, two enormom giants, 
who at the age of nine were twoaty-aeTen cubits high. They were 
remarkable fur their strength snd daring ; thej attempted to scale 
hearen bj piling Pelion od Osaa, whioh, sajs Homer, they would have 
done had thej grown to manhood, but Apullo slew tham whilst yet in 
their childhood. 

* iniXXifoii' ^ winking with the eyes — bo of the blinking gaze of a 
drunkard. 

' lura/iiiviov ^ Itdratov, "idle," "Taini" the oW derivation, fitrd 
ovisac ^^ " thai which the wind carries away with it," is not to be 
credited. 
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capped Olympus, and how the one yielded up his honours 
to the mighty hands ot Cronus, while she gave way to 
Bliea, and they plunged 'neath the waves of ocean. Awhile 
did these lord it over the blessed Titan gods, whOst Zeus 
was yet a child and thought as a child in his home beneath 
the Care ' of Dicte, for not yet had the earth-bom Cyclopes 
made strong his bands with holts of flashing lightning, 
for 'tis these that bring glory to Zeus. 

He ended, and checked his lyre and voice divine ; but 
they, as he ceased, still leant their beads towards him with 
eager ears, one and all hushed but hungry still by hia en- 
chantment, so strong a spell of music bad be left within 
their hearts. But not long after did they mix libations for 
Zeus, as was his due, and piously poured them on the 
blazing tongues,' and so bethought them of sleep for the 
night. 

Now when the radiant Dawn with bright eyes looked 
forth upon the high mountain-tops of Pelias, and the 
headlands of the tossing main were swept into clear view 
before the breeze; in that hour uprose Tiphys, and at 
once he bade his comrades go aboard and make ready the 
oars. And strangely did the harbour of P&gaem, yea, and 
Felian Argo herself cry aloud, urging them to set forth. 
For within Argo was laid one beam * divine ; this it was 
that Athene made of oak from Dodona, and fitted all along 
the keel. So tbey went up upon the benches one after 
another, as before they had allotted to each in his place to 
row, and sat them down in order beside their gear. And 
in the midst sat Anceeus and Heracles, that mighty man, 

' duraiov, i.«. Cret&n, from the cbtc Dicte io Ctvte, where Zens 
wta brought np. 

' The tongaes of the Tictim* were barnt sb a wcrifice to Hermei at 
the ver; eixl of the feasL Cf. Homer, Od. iii. 333. 

' "One beam dirine." This wa* the oaken keel cut from Dodona, 
borne of prophetic utterance, by Athene, who gifted it with human 
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and nigh to him he set hie club, and beneath his tread the 
ship's keel sank deep. And now were the cables drawn in, 
and they poured a cup of mead upon the sea. And Jaeon 
witli a tear turned hie eyee awaj from hia fatherland. 

But they, like young men who range theuuelTes to 
dance to Phoebus, either in Pytho, or haply in Ortygia or 
by the waters of Ismenus, and all together and in time 
they beat the ground with nimble feet to the sound of the 
lyre round his altar ; even so they in time to the lyre of 
Orpheus smote with their oars the boisterous water of the 
deep, and the waves went dashing by, while on this side 
and on that the dark brine bubbled up in foam, boiling 
t«rribly 'neatb the might of those strong men. And their 
harness flashed like flame in the sunlight as the ship sped 
on, while ever far behind their course was white with foam, 
like a track seen over a grassy plain. 

On that day all the gods looked down from heaven at 
the ship, and those men of courage half divine, who then 
were sailing o'er the sea, a picked crew ; and upon the tops 
of peaks stood the Pelian nymphs, marvelling to see the 
work of Itonian Athene, and the heroes too, wielding their 
oars in their hands. Yea, and from a mountain-top came 
another nigh unto the sea, Chiron,' son of Philyra, and he 
wetted his feet where the gray waves break, and with his 
weighty hand he waved them on full oft, chanting the 
while as they went a returning free from sorrow. And 
with him his wife, bearing on her arm Achilles, son of 
Peleus, sent a greeting to his dear father. 

But when fchej had left the rounded headland of the 
harbour by the cunning and skill of Tiphys, wise son of 
Hagnias, who deftly handled the polished helm to guide 
the ship Btedfastly, then did they set up the m^hty mast 
in the cross-plank, and made it fast with stays, drawing 

' Pelcni had enirntted hii child to Cbiron to be brought up, on the 
d>7 Thetis, hii goddeu nife, left him in aogcr for erer. 

Coogk 
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them taut on either side, and they spread the soUb upoa 
it, stretching them along the vard-ann. Therewith a fresh 
fair wind fell on them, bo they fastened the ropes on the 
deck to polished pins, set at intervals, and quietly they 
sped beneath the long headland ' of Tisa. And for them the 
son of <Eager touched Ms lyre and sang in rhythmic song 
of Artemis, daughter of a noble sire, protectress of ships, 
who keepeth 'neath her care those peaks by the sea and 
the land of lolchos ; and the fishes dartii^ beneath the 
deep sea, great and small t^^ether, followed bounding 
through the watery ways. As when, in the track of the 
shepherd, oountless sheep follow to the fold filled to the 
full with grass, while be goeth before them gaily piping 
some shepherd's madrigal on his shrill pipe ; even so did 
the fishes follow with them, and ever onward the steady 
wind bare Argo. 

Anon the misty' land of the Felasgi, with its many corn- 
fields, sank out of sight ; and past the Felian cliffs they 
went, speeding ever onward; then the Sepian' headland 
opened to them, and Sciathus ' by the sea came in view, and 
in the distance were seen the Feiresian headlands and the 
headland of M^nesia, calm and clear upon the mainland, 
and the cairn of Dolops; there they beached their ship 
at eve, as the wind veered round, and in honour of Dolops 
they burnt victims at nightfall by the swell of the heaving 
deep. And two days they rested on the beach, but on the 
third th^ put forth the ship, stretching the wide canvas 
aloft ; wherefore men still call that beach the loosing 
place of Aj^. 

' "Headland of Tisa" — a promontorj either of Thesaaly or 
Thesprotia. 

' ^ipta := either " mistj," or " land of rhe dawn." The tame epithet 
is used of Egypt- TliltaaySv ^ BiaaaXiiv. 

' A promoQlur}! in loluhos, bo called because Thotis changed tienelf 
into a cQttie-fi»h there when puraued hy Pclena. 

* An island not far from Eubces. 
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Theace onward they aped past Melibcea,' seeing its black 
and Btorm; strand. And at dawn they saw Homole close 
to them lying on the deep, and past it they steered, nor 
was it long before they were to sail away from the streamB 
of the riYer Amyrua. From thence they beheld Euxymente, 
and the sea-beat Tavinee of Oesa and Olympus ; and then 
speeding on by the breath of the wind they reached at 
night the slopes of PaUene, beyond the headland of 
Canastra.' Now, as they fared on in the morning, the 
Thracian hill of Atbos' rose before them, which over- 
shadows with its crest Lemnos, lying as far away as a well- 
found merchantman could make by noo^ eren unto 
Myrine. On the self-same day the wind blew on for them 
till nightfall, exceeding fresh, and the sails of the ship 
strained to it. But at sunset, when the wind fell, they 
rowed, and came to Sintian Lemnos,* rugged isle. 

There had all the men-folk tt^ther been ruthlessly slain 
by the women's wanton violence in the past year ; for the 
men had rejected their wedded wives from dislike, and had 
had a wild passion for captive maids, whom they brought 
from the mainland opposite from their forays in Thrace ; 
for the dire wrath of Cypris was upon them, for that they 

' A cit;^ in Theasalj. Homole, a mountain in Tbassaly. AmjTus, 
a rirer in Thessalj. 

' CanMtra, a promontorj of Pallene. 

' The highest point of the muanMinous peninsula uf Athoi rises to 
over 6,000 feet; its shadow falls as far as Lrmnos, wluch is liaif way 
betireen Monnt Athos and the Hellespont. 

* The men of Lemnos, called by Homer Thracian Hinties, bad all 
been massacred by the women on account of their infidelity to the 
marriage vow ; this ftct, however, waa uoncealed from the Argonauts, 
who remaned there some time end became the fathers of a new race, 
called MinyK, after their lirea. Hypsipyle alone, the queen of the 
island, had saved her aged father, Tboas, from the masiacre by sending 
him secretly over the eea. She now married Jason, and bore him twin 
sons; afterwards the other Lesbian women, discovering that she had 
spared her &tber alive, drove her from the island. 
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long had grudged her her honoure. Ah ! haplese wives, 
ineatiate in jealousy to your own grief. Not only did they 
slay their hushands with those captives for their guilty 
love, but the whole race of men as well, that they might 
exact no vengeance thereafter for the pitiful murder. Alone 
of all the women Hypsipyle spared Thoas her aged father, 
who indeed was king over the people ; but him she sent to 
drift o'er the sea in a hollow ark, if haply he might escape. 
Him did fisher-folk bring safe to an island, formerly called 
(Enoe, but afterwards Sicinus, from that Sicinus whom 
(Enoe, the water-nymph, bare from the embraces of Thoaa. 
Kow to these Lemnian women, one and all, the herding of 
cattle, and the donning of bronze harness, and ploughing 
the wheat-bearing tilth was an easier lot than the toils' of 
Athene, whereat ever aforetime they busied them. Yet 
for all that full oft would they peer across the broad sea in 
grievous dread against the coming of the Thracians. Where- 
fore when they saw Argo rowing near the island, forth- 
with in all speed they did on their warlike gear, and 
poured down to the beach from out the gates of Myrine, 
like to Thyades who eat raw flesh, for they thought that 
surely the Thracians were come ; and amongst them, she, 
the daughter of Thoas, Hypsipyle, did on her father's 
harness ; and they poured forth speechless with dismay ; 
such dread was in their fluttering hearts. Meantime forth 
from the ship the chieftains sent ^thalidea," their swift 
herald, to whose care they entrusted their messa^ and 
the wand of Hermes, his own sire, who gave to him a 
memory for all things, that waxed not old ; for even when 

' " 1[ti« Inils of Athene," i.e. the work of the diatatT, embroiderj, 
weaving, and other el^ant arls, of which Athene was palronesi. 

' ^thalideB, son of Henncs and Eupolemia, herald of the Argonauts, 
exemplified (he doctrine of iuTfii}l'ix<'""S- His soul, after pauing 
through namerou» phates, at length took posMMion of the body of 
Pyth^oras, in which it itill recollected its former migrations. 
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he crossed tbe dreadful whirlpools of Acheron foi^etfulness 
rushed not o'er his soul, but its portion is ever to change 
to and fro, now counted amongst those beneath the earth, 
now amongst living men in the sun-light. But why need 
I tell out in full the tale of ^thalides ? He it was who 
then persuaded Hypsipyle to receive the heroes, as they 
came at dusk, toward the close of day ; nor did they loose 
t£e cables of their ship a.t dawn to the breath of the north- 
wind. 

Now the women of Lemnos went through the city and 
sat themselves in the assembly ; for such was the bidding 
of Hypsipyle herself. And when they were gathered, one 
and all, and come together, forthwith amongst them she 
made eager harangue. 

" My friends, come now, let us give the men gifts in 
plenty, all that men should have to carry on a ship, food 
and sweet mead, that so they may abide steadfastly outside 
our battlements, and may not in pursuit of their business 
get to know us too well, and a foul report spread far and 
wide ; for we have wrought a great deed, which will not be 
wholly to their likii^, if they should learn it. Let this be 
our plan now in this matter. But if any of you can devise 
better counsel, let her arise, for to this end did I call you 
hither," 

So spake she, and sat down on her father's seat of atone. 
And next uprose her dear nurse Folyxo, limping on feet 
shrivelled with ^e, I trow, and leaning on a stafi ; and 
she longed exceedingly to have her say. And by her, with 
her white hair about her head, sat four unmarried maidens. 
So she stood in the midst of the assembly, and raising ever 
so little her bent and skinny back, she spake thus : 

" Gifts let us send to the strangers, as is pleasing 
to Hypsipyle herself, for 'tis better to send them. But for 
you, what plan have ye to keep your life, if a Thracian 
army fall on you, or any other foe, as happeneth oft 
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'inongBt men? since even now yon host is come unex- 
pectedly. And if any one of the blessed gods turn this 
aside, yet hereafter there await tie conntless other -woes 
worse than battle, when the a^ed women are dead, and ye 
younger maidens reach a cheerless old a^, childless. How 
then will ye live, poor creatures f shall the oxen, yoked of 
their own accord for you, drag the plough, that cleaves the 
fallow, through the deep tilth, and straightway in the 
fulness of the year reap the harvest ? Of a truth o'er me, 
methinks, the earth shall lie this very year that cometh, 
albeit the Fates have hitherto shrunk away from me, and 
I shall get my meed of burial even thus, as is right, or 
ever misfortune arrive,' But I bid you younger women 
heed these things well. For now before you open stands 
the door of escape, if but ye will give over to the care of 
strangers your homes and all your booty and your glorious 
town." 

So spake she, and through the assembly ran a murmur 
of assent. For her saying pleased them well. But after 
her at once Hypsipyle, again uprising, took up her parable 
and said : 

" Why, then, if unto you all this purpose is pleasing, at 
once will I send forth even a messenger to find their 
ship." 

She spake, and called to Iphinoe sitting near, " Bouse 
thee, Iphinoe, 1 pray, and beg yon man who leads their 
company to come unto us, that I may tell to him the word 
that finds favour with my people, and bid hie company, if 
they will, set foot within our land and city boldly and with 
a good heart." 

She spake, and broke up the assembly ; and then started 
to go to her own house. And so Iphinoe came unto the 

' i.e. it matters little to me what happens, fur I feel assured my end 
is very urot, althongh the Fates have shranlc away so long from my 
hideous form. oBrut ^ ovrws. 
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Minyee, who queationed her on what busineas bent she 
cajue amongst them. And forthwith she thus made answer 
with all haste to tiieir questions, " Verily, 'twas the daughter 
of Ilioas, Hjpsipyle, who sent me on my journey hither to 
call the captaia of the ship, whosoever he is, that she may 
tell him somewhat that hath found favour with her folk ; 
moreover she bids you, an you list, at once now set foot 
within her land and city with a good heart." 

So spake she; and welcome to all was her fair message. 
Now they imagined that Hypsipyle, the well -beloved 
daughter of Thoas, did reign in his stead ; so quickly sent 
they Jason on his way, yea, and themselves made ready 
to go. 

Now he had buckled on his shoulders a purple mantle 
of double woof, the handiwork of the Tritonian goddess, 
which Pallas gave him, on that first day she laid down the 
props for the ship Axgo, and taught him to measure 
croBS-planks with the rule. More easily might you gaze 
on the sun at his rising than on that mantle, or face the 
sheen thereof. For lo ! the middle was red, and the top 
was all of purple, and on either end many cunning things 
were worked passing well. On it were the Cyclopes sitting 
at their work, that never decayeth, fashioning the thunder- 
bolt for king Zeus ; lo ! it was all but made ' in its bright 
splendour, but yet it lacked one single flash, which they 
with their hammers of iron were forging, with its breath 
of fierce fire. 

On it were the two sons of Antiope, daughter of Asopus, 
Amphion and Zethus ; near by lay Thebes, as yet ungirt 
with towers, whereof they were just laying the foundations 
in eager haste. Zethus was bearing shoulder-high the top 

' i.e. the bolt was all but finiahed ; it only wanted one raj of light- 
ning lo complete its composition ; and so natural wa« iha embroider/, 
that the Cyclopes seemed to be in the very act of adding it. 

The Cyclopes were Bronlea and Steropes, i,e. Thunder and Lightning. 
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of a steep mountain, like unto a man that toiled ; and be* 
hiud him came Amphion,' singing aloud to his golden lyre, 
while in his track twice as lai^ a rock followed. 

Neit was worked thereon Cytherea, of the thick treaaes, 
carryii^ the nimble shield of Ares ; and from her shoulder, 
from beneath her bosom, hung her girdle loosely oTer her 
left arm; and there as she stood one seemed to see her 
sure reflection thrown upon the brazen shield. And there 
was a sh^gy herd upon it ; and the Teleboans ' and the 
sons of Electryon were fighting about the cattle ; these in 
their defence, but those others, Taphian pirates, longing to 
rob them ; and the dewy meadow was wet with their blood, 
and the many had the mastery of the few, even of the 
herdsmen. 

Two chariots racing were fashioned there, Pelops drove 
the one that was in front, shaking the reins, and with him 
was Hippodamia for Ms companion ; while hard upon him 
Myrtilus ui^ed his steeds, and with him was CBnomaus, 
gripping in his hand his couchM lance, but down he fell as 
the aile of the wheel break sideways in the nare, in his 
e^emesB to wound Pelops in the back. 

There too was broidered Phcebus Apollo, a big boy not 
yet grown up, shooting at Tityos ' as he tried, with bold 
hand, to snatch away his mother's veil, — great Tityos, 
whose mother indeed was divine Elare, but the earth gave 
him second birth, and brought him up. 

' The legeodMuthst Amphion, by plajing on his lyre, drew thettones 
■fier him till they ranged themaelvea in order on the baltlenieDO of Thebes. 

' The Teleboans lived in the island of T»pho», one of the Echinadea 
group. They are notable pirates in Homer's Udysiee. 

' The legend is giien in two vaya abont the birth of the giant 
Tityos. His mother Elftre, tbe daughter of Orchomenus, was buried 
alive when pregnant by Zeu4, on account of Che jealousy of Uera, but 
Earth brought (he child to birth. The other legend says that Elan 
could not be delivered, so great was the child, and died io the effort; 
irhereon Earih bore the babe and reared him. 
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Yea, and Minjan FhrixuH was there, even aa though he 
were really listening to the ram, while it was like to one 
that spoke. Ah ! shouldst thou see them, thou wouldst 
be Bileiit and deceive thj soul, expecting haply to hear 
their voice aloud ; and long mightest thou gaze thereon in 
that hope. 

Such then were the presents of the Tritonian goddess 
Athene. And in his right hand he held a spear, far-dart- 
ing, which on a day Atalanta gave to him in Msenalus aa a 
gift to a stranger, what time she met him graciously ; for 
greatly did she long to join him on that voyage ; but yet of 
himself and willingly he held her back, for he feared 
grievous quarrels for her love. 

So he went on his way toward the city Uke a bright star, 
which maidens through their curtains, newly made, do see, 
when they awake, rising o'er their home, and through the 
dark mist it charms their eyes with its lovely blush ; and 
the maiden is cheered in her longing for the youth who is 
amongst strange folk, for whom her parents are keeping 
her to be his wedded wife; like to that star the hero 
stepped aloi^ the path before the city. Now when they 
were come within the gates of the city, the maidens of the 
people surged behind them, glad to see the stranger ; but 
be, with his eyes upon the ground, kept straight on, until 
he reached the glorious halls of Hypsipyle; and at his 
appearing miaidB threw wide the foldii^-doors, fitted with 
planks well wrought. Then did Iphinoe lead him hastily 
through a fair hall, and seat him on a shining couch before 
her mistress ; but that lady cast down her eyes, and a 
blush stole o'er her maiden cheek ; yet for all her modesty 
found she wheedling word to address him withal: "Strange 
sir, why sat ye thus so long outside our battlements ? for 
our husbands abide not now within the city, but they are 
sojourners awhile upon the Thracian mainland, and do 
plough the wheat-bearing tilths, And I will tell thee 
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truly all our trouble, that ye may know it surely for your- 
selves. When my father Thoas was kin^j OTer the burghers, 
then did bands of our folk start forth and plunder from 
their ahips the folds of the Thracians who dwell oyer 
a^inst us, and hither they brought endless booty and 
maidens too. But Cypris, deadly goddess, schemed a 
scheme, which cast upon them a fatal curse. For lo! 
they loathed their wedded wiyes, and chased them from 
their homes, yieldii^ to their folly, and they took for con- 
cubines the captiyes of their spears, luckless wights * Long 
time did we endure, if haply they might change their mind 
a^ain at last ; but ever the evil went on and doubled, for 
they dishonoured their true children in their halls, and 
there grew up a bastard race. And bo maids unwed, and 
widowed mothers with them, went wandering in neglect 
through the city. Nor did a father care ever so little for 
his daughter, though he saw her done to death before his 
eyes by the hand of an insolent step-mother ; nor did Chil- 
ian ward off unseemly outrage from their mother as 
before, nor bad brothers any thought for a sister. But 
only captive maidens foimd favour at home and in the 
dance, in the place of assembly, and at festivals, till some 
god put overweening boldness in our hearts, that we 
would no more receive them in our battlements on their 
return from the Thnu^ians, that so they might either be 
minded aright, or start and go elsewhither, captive maids 
and all. Thereon did they demand all the male children 
that were left within the dty, and went back again to the 
place where still they dwell on the snowy ploughlands of 
Thrace. Wherefore tarry ye here and sojourn ; and if, 
indeed, thou wilt dwell here, and it find favour with thee, 
verily then shalt thou have ^e honour of my father 
Thoas. And methinks thou canst not scorn my land, 
for very fruitful is it beyond all other isles that lie in 
the ^gean sea. N'ay, come now, get tiffie to thy ship, 
/ 
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and tell our words unto thj crew, and abide not outside 
tlie city," 

So Bpabe she, glozing over the murderous end that bad 
beea worked upon the meu ; and Jason aaid to her in 
answer, " Hjpsipyle, lo ! ao shall we gain a request that is 
very dear unto our hearts, which thou dost offer to our de- 
sire. But I will return a^in unto the city, when I have 
told each thing in order. But thine, and thine alone be 
the lordship of the island ; 'tis from no scorn that I shrink 
therefrom, but upon me grievous toils press hard." 

He spalie, and took her r^ht hand, and at once went on 
his way back ; while about him throngs of maidens danced 
on every side for very joy, till he passed outside the gates. 
Neit they went unto the shore, bearing on smoothly- 
running wains gifts full many for the strangers, as soon 
as he had told them all the message from b^^inning to 
end, even the word that Hypsipyle declared when she 
summoned him. Yea, and they led the heroes to their 
houses to entertein them, willingly. For Gypris stirred up 
sweet desire' for the sake of Hephsestua, the crafty ; that so 
LemnoB might again be inhabited by men in time to come 
and get no hurt. 

Then did he, the son of ^son, start for the royal home 
of Hyjwipyle, but those others went whither chance led 
each, all save Heracles, for he stayed by the ship of his 
own free will, and with him a few chosen comrades. Anon 
the city made merry with dance and feast, filled with the 
smoke of steaming sacrifice ; and beyond the rest of the 
immortal gods did they propitiate the famous son of Hera, 
yea, and Cypris too, with song and sacrifice. And ever 
day by day was their voy^e delayed, and long time would 
they have tarried and rested there, had not Heracles assem- 
bled his companions, apart from the women, and thus up- 

■ Lemnos w«s sacred lo HephsestuB, the husbnni] of Aphrodite; so 
the would not allow the island to remain for ever void of malM. 

I, '.oog Ic 
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braided them: "Qod belp you, bitb! is it a kinsman's 
murder that keeps ue from our country ? Was it for want 
of weddings that we came from that land to this, Bcoming 
the maidens of our people ? or is it your pleasure to dwell 
here and till the fat glebes of Leninos ? No fair fame shall 
we win, I trow, from this our long Bojoum with strange 
women ; nor will some god of his own accord take the 
fleece and give it us at our prayer. Iiet us go each man to 
his own again ; but leave ye that other to spend the live- 
long day in the arms of Hypsipyle, till he people Lemnos 
with male children, and so there come to him great 
fame." 

Thus did be chide the company, and none durst look 
him in the &ce or make answer to him, but, even as they 
were, basting from the assembly tbey made ready to be 
gone. But the women ran to them, when they learnt 
thereof. And as when bees hum round fair lilies, pouring 
forth from their hive in the rock, and around the dewy 
meadow is glad, and tbey the while flit from flower to 
flower, and gather their sweet food ; even so, I ween, did 
those women pour forth eagerly around the men, with loud 
lament, while with hand and word they greeted each one, 
praying to the blessed gods to grant them a safe return. 
So too Hypsipyle prayed, taking the son of .^son by the 
Lands, and the tears that she shed were for the loss of bim 
departing, " Go, and heaven guide thee hither again with 
tby comrades all unmaimed, bearing the golden fleece to 
the king, even thus as thou wilt and as is thy desire. 
And this mine isle and my father's sceptre shall be thine, 
if some day hereafter thou wilt yet return and come again ; 
and easily couldst thou gather for thyself a countless host 
from other cities. Nay, but thou wilt never have this eager 
desire, and of myself I foresee that thus it will not come to 
pass; still I pray thee, though thou art far away, and 
when thou art returning, remember Hypsipyle ; and leave 
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me cow thy bidding, vMch I will fulfil gladly, if, as may 
be. the gods grant me to bear thj child." 

But the son of .ffison, with a look of admiration answered 
her : " Hypaipyle, may all these things turn out luckily by 
the will of the blessed gods. But do thou derise some 
better thought for me, for 'tk enough for me to dwell in 
my fatherland by the grace of Pelias; only may heaven 
loose me from my toils ! But If it is not destined that I 
should come to the land of Hellas after my &r journey, 
and thou do bear a boy, send him, when be is grown, 
within Felasgian lolchos, to my father and mother, to 
soothe their grief, if haply he find them yet alive, that they 
ma.y sit within their halls and be cared for, though I, the 
'king, be far away." 

Therewith he went aboard before them all, and in like 
manner went the other chiefs, and. Sitting in rows, they 
grasped the oars in their hands, and Argus loosed for them 
the stem-cables from beneath the sea-beat rock. Then did 
"they smite the water lustily with the long oara. At eve, by 
■the counsel of Orpheus, they beached the ship at the isle ' of 
Electra, daughter of Atlas, that they m^ht learn the secret 
rites throi^h gentle initiation, and, so might fare more 
safely over the chilling sea. Of these things will I speak 
no further ; nay, farewell to yon isle itself, and farewell to 
"the gods who dwell there, whose mysteries these are ; of 
.them 'tis not right for us to sing. 

Hence did they row over the depths of the Black sea, 
speeding on, with the land of Thrace on the one side, and 
on the other side to starboard Imbros over against Thrace ; 
and just at sunset they reached the promontory of Cher- 
■sonese. Then did the swift south-wind blow upon them ; 
so they set the sails to the breeze and entered the rushing 

* " The isle of Electra," i.e. Sunotlince. Initiation into the Mcred 
mfgierira of the Cabiri ia this iiUnd wm supposed t» iomre safety to 
■nirinera. Od/sieus took this precaution, according to tradition. 



36 APOLtOHiua BHODiua. [book r. 

Btream ' of the daughter of Athamas. At dawn the open 
sea to the north was left behind, and at night were they 
measuring their way over that which lies within the head- 
land of Bhceteum, keeping the land of Ida on the right. 
Leaving Dardania they steered for Abydos, and on that 
night pasaed by Percote and the sandy bea,ch of Abarois 
and sacred Pityeia. Tea, on that night, as the ship sped 
on with oar and Bail,' they passed right through the Helles- 
pont with its dark eddies. 

Now there is within Propontis a hilly isle,' a little froni 
the Phrygian mainland with its rich corn-fields, sloping to 
the sea, and there is an isthmus in front of the mainland 
stretching across the sea, but the waves just wash over it. 
And there are there two beaches, and they lie beyond the 
waters of the ^sepns ; and they who dwell around call the 
hill Arctos. On it a wild and lawless race of earth-bom 
men ever had their home, a great wonder to their neigh- 
bours to behold ; for each hath sis masterful hands hang- 
ing from him, twain from his strong shoulders, and other 
four joined below upon his fearsome sides. About the 
isthmus and the plain the Doliones had their dwelling, and 
amongst them Cyzicus^ son of .^Ineus, held sway, whom 
^nete, daughter of divine Eusorus, bare. Bnt these the 
earth-bom race in no wise harried, for all their feareome- 
ness, for Poseidon guarded them ; for from him were the 
Boliones first sprung. Thither Argo pressed forward, 
driven by the winds of Thrace, and a fair haven received 
the speeding ship. There too by the advice of Tiphys they 
loosed and left their light anchor-stone below a fountain, 
even the Artacian fountain ; and they chose another, which 
suited them, a ponderous stone ; but that old one did the 

' Tbe Hellespont, so called from Helle, the daughter of Athamas. 

" SiavSixit=:iB two wajs, i.e. bjoar and eail. 

' Cyiioua, afterwards mainlsBd. Apparently there was a bar of iand, 
JDSt covered by surf, joining Cyztcas to the mainland; eventually tbia 
bar rose clear from tbe water, and Cjzicus was no longer an island. 
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loniane,' aonB of Neleus, in the after time, in obedience to 
the oracle of Hecatus, Bet up as holy, ae was right, iu the 
temple of Athene, who was with Jason. 

Now the DoUones, yea, and Cyzicus himself, came forth 
to meet them in a body, and treated them with kindness and 
hospitality, when they heard of their expedition and knew 
their lineage, and who they were, and they persuaded them 
to row on a space and moor the ship in the harbour of the 
city. There they builded an altar to Apollo, god of em- 
barkation, and set it by the beach and busied themselves 
with sacrifice. And the king of his own bounty gave them 
in their need sweet mead and sheep as well ; for lo ! there 
came a voice from heaven which said, that when there 
should, arrive a goodly expedition of heroes, he should 
straightway meet them graciously, and take no thought 
for vf&r. Now he was about Jason's ^e ; his beard was 
just sprouting, nor yet had he gotten children to his joy, 
but his bride within his house had not yet known travail, 
the daughter of Percosian Merops, CTleite with the fair 
tresses, whom he bad but lately brought thither from the 
mainland opposite, with wondrous gifts of wooing to ber 
father. Yet even so he left his bridal bed and chamber, 
and made ready a banquet amongst them,' casting all fear 
from his heart. And they questioned one another in turn ; 
and he asked them of the end of their voyage and of the 
commands of Pelias, while they enquired about the cities 
of the folk around and about the whole gulf of wide 
Propontia ; but he knew not how to tell them when they 
were anxious to know aught tar ahead. So at davm they 
went up to mighty Kndymus,* that they might spy out 
for themselves the passage of that sea, and they drave forth 

' Ionian calonuts led by Neleus, sc 
' An oracle had warned king (Jyzic 
lisnds of tbe Argonauts. 

'' A moantain in Cydciu, sacred to Rbea. Cbjtas is the harbour uf 
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the ship from the outer hasin of the harbour of Chytua i. 
wherefore this way they went ia called Jaeon'e way. 

But the eartb-boru men, ruahing from both aidea of the- 
mountain, blocked the sea- ward mouth of boundless ChytVis 
with rocks at the bottom, lying in wait aa though for a. 
wild beaat inside. Now Heracles had been left there with 
the younger men ; so quickly he stretched his curved bow 
against them and brought them to the ground one after' 
another ; and they for their part caught up ja^ed rocka 
and hurled them. For lo ! Hera, goddess wife of Zeus^ 
I wis, had raised those fearful monsters too, a labour for 
Heracles ; and the other warlike heroes turned back amya 
to meet them, or ever they had mounted to their place of 
outlook, and joined in the slaughter of the earth-born men^ 
receiving them with arrows and swords till they had slain 
them all aa they rushed to meet them impetuously. 

As when wood-cuttera throw down in rows upon the- 
beach long beams just hewn by their axes, that they^ 
may soak and so receive the strong bolts ; even so thoae^ 
monaters lay stretched' there ' in the entrance to 'the gray^ 
haven, some with head and chest plunged all at once into 
the salt 'water, and their limbs below spread out. upon the- 
strand ; others again were resting their heads upon th» 
sand of the beach and their feet in the deep water, both 
alike to be a prey to birds and fishes. 

But the heroes, as soon as there vras nought to fear for 
their enterpriae, at once loosed the cablea of the ship to th& 
breath of the wind, and voyaged on across the ocean-swelL 
And the ship sped on the live-long day under canvas ; but, 
as night canie on, the rushing wind no longer abode stead- 
fast, but contrary blasts caught and swept them backward, 
till they drew nigh E^ain to the hospitable Doliones. And 
they disembarked that aelf-same night ; and that rock is 
B tbe hartMnr, but also all the 
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still called the sacred rock, whereto thej bound the cables 
of the ship in their haete. Nor did any man surely know 
that it was really the island, nor did the Doliones byuight 
perceive for certain that it was the heroes again coming to 
them ; but they supposed maybe some band of Pelasgian 
warriors from the Macrians ' was landing. Wherefore they 
did on their harness and stretched forth their hands against 
them. And they drove their ashen spears and shields 
against each other, like a swift rush of fire, which falling 
on a dry thicket rears its head ; and withal upon the 
Bolionian folk fell the din of battle, terrible and furious. 
Nor was he, their ting, to rise above the doom of battle 
and come again home to his bridal chamber and bed. Nay, 
him did the son of ^son, with one bound, smite through 
the middle of the breast as he turned to face him, and the 
bone splintered about his spear, and he grovelling on the 
sand wound up his clew of fate. For mortal man may not 
escape his ^te, but on all sides is spread a mighty snare 
around him. Thus upon that night it caught him in its 
toils, as he thought, maybe, to avoid the bitter doom dealt 
out by the chieftains, what time he fought with them ; and 
many other champions were slain. Henu^les slew Telecles 
and Megabrontes ; and'Acastus stript Sphodria of his arms ; 
and Peleus laid Zelys low, and Gephyrus, that fleet warrior. 
And Telamon of the stout ashen spear killed Basijeus. 
Idas slew Fromeus, and Clytius Hyacintbns ; and the two 
sons of Tyndarus slew Megalossaces and Phlogius. 

Besides these the son of (Eneus smote bold Itymoneus, 
yea, and Artaces, a leader of men ; all these do the inhabi- 
tants still honour with the worship due to heroes. 

But the rest gave way and fled in terror, even as doves 

' The MftcrUni or Macronm were colonists from Eubcea, and neigh- 
bonis of the Dolioaes. 

" Felugic," because Enbma wa* cloee to Felnf onnetiu, the old Dsme 
of which waa Pelaigin. 
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in flocks flj coweriog from swift hawks, aad they ruafaed 
headlong to the gatea with loud criea ; then etraight was 
the city filled with criea and groans aa the battle was 
turned backward. But at daybreak did both sides per- 
ceive their grievous, cureless error; and bitter anguish 
seized the Minyan heroes when they saw before them 
Cyzicus fallen mid the dust and blood. Three whole days 
they mourned, they and the folk of the Dolionea together, 
tearing out their hair. And then thrice about his tomb 
they marched in their bronze harness and made his funeral, 
and instituted trial of games, aa was right, on the meadow 
plain, where to this day is his tomb heaped up for men 
that shall be hereafter to see. 

ISoi could his bride Cleite survive her husband's death, 
but in her grief she wrought a deed more awful still, what 
time she fastened the noose about her neck. And the 
wood nymphs mourned her death, and all the tears they 
let fall to earth from their eyes for her, of these did the 
goddesses make a sprii^, which men call Cleite, the storied 
name of that poor maid. Yea, that was the direst day 
that Zeus ever sent upon the men and women of the 
Dolionea ; for none of them could bear to taste of food, and 
for a long time after their trouble they minded them not of 
the work of grinding ; but they dr^^ed on their life, eating 
the food, as it was, uncooked. There to this day, whenso 
the lonians, that dwell in Cyzicua, pour the yearly libation 
to the dead, they ever grind their meal ' at the public mill. 

From thenueforth for twelve whole days and nights 
arose tempestuous winds, which kept them there from 
their voyage. But on the next night, all the other chiefs, 
ere titis, I ween, o'ercome by sleep, were resting there for 

' fl-iXuvoiiliterally anyhalf-liquidmixtureorTtriDDBcoiinsleiicj. Not 
unfreijaeiitl; a mixture of meal, hooef, and oil oAred to the goda,such 
a*Circe(cf. infra, Bk. i>.]. 712) offere when purifying Jmod and Medea. 
Here apparentlfssn-i/i/ianijt.e, anj kind of cooked fbod or sweetmeats. 
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the last time, while Acastus tuid Mopsus, son of Ampycus, 
guarded their sound slumbera. When lo! above the 
yellow head of the son of Maoa there flew a. king-fisher, 
boding by her ahrill note an ead of the violent winds ; and 
MopBUB, directly he heard the lucky cry of that bird of the 
shore, marked it well ; and the goddess brought it back 
again, and it darted aloft and perched above the carved 
stern ; then did Mopsue stir Jason, where he lay upon the 
soft fleeces of sheep, and roused him instantly, and thus 
unto him spake: "Son of .^son, to yonder temple on 
rugged Dindymua thou must go up and seek the favour 
of the fair-throned queen,' mother of all the blessed gods ; 
then shall cease the stormy winds. For such was the 
voice I heard but now of the halcyon, bird of the sea, which 
flew above about thy sleeping form and told me all. For 
this goddess hath experience of the winds and the sea and 
all the earth beneath and the snow-capped seat of Olym- 
pus ; and before her Zeus himself, the son of Cronos, doth 
somewhat yield, when from her mountains she ascendeth 
to the wide heaven. And heuce it is the other blessed 
deathless gods do reverence to this dread goddess." 

So spake be, and welcome to Jason's ear was his word. 
And he roused him from his bed with joy, and hasted to 
awake all his crew ; and, when they were risen, he declared 
to them the heavenly message of Mopsus, son of Ampycus. 
Then straight did the young men drive up oxen from the 
byres there to the steep mountain-top. And the rest 
meantime loosed the cables from the sacred rock and rowed 
to the Thraciau ' harbour, and themselves went forth, leav- 
ing but a few of their fellows in the ship. Now upon their 

' Bbea was cslled (be mother of all the goda. 

'' i.e. the harbuurofCyiicua,whick is herecaliedThracian because the 
old iDhabJtitDts of Cjzicus had been Thracian. It iaclearlhat the heroes 
did noi sail across to Tluace, because Mouoi Uind/mus is « considerable 
distance inland in Galatia, and it was hither thej' meant lo come. 

Coogk 
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right band the Macrian cliffs and all the Thracian main- 
land rose dear in view, and the dim entrance to the Bos- 
porus ' and the hills of Mysia appeared ; while upon their 
left was the stream of the river ^sepus, and the city and 
plain of Nepeia, which is called Adresteia. Now there was 
a sturdy stump of a vine growing in a wood, an exceeding 
old tree ; this they cnt out, for to make a sacred image of 
the mountain goddess, and Argus polished it neatly, and 
there upon that rugged hill they set it up beneath a canopy 
of towering oaks, trees that have their roots deepest of aJl, 
I trow. Next heaped they an altar of stones, and wreathed 
it with oak-leaves, and busied themselves with sacrifice, 
calling on the name of the Dindymian mother, queen re- 
vered, that dwelleth in Phrygia, and on IStias' too and 
Cyllene, who alone are called the dispensers of destiny and 
assessors of the Idtean mother of all that band, who in 
Crete are the Dactylian priests of Ida ; them on a day the 
nymph Anchiale brought forth in the Dictoan' grotto, 
clutching with both hands the (Eaiian land. And the sou 
of ^8on besought her with many prayers to turn avray the 
hurricane, pouring libations the while on blazing sacrifices ; 
and therewith young men, by the bidding of Orpheus, 
danced a measured step in full hameBS,' smiting swords and 

' BoBporns, the narrow part of ' FroponlJs, so caU«d, aworiing to 
legend, from lo, who in the form of a cow Bwam kctoiw it. 

" Tilittsand Cylleoiu, iheDacijlianpriegtsofCybekin Crete. They 
were niiards, or, more probably, men skilled in medicine and meiallnrgy 
who liied on Mount Ida, surronnding themBelves earefdily, no donbt, 
with a certain air of mystery. They were the children of the nymph 
Anchiale, so c^alled becanse iheir mother in her traTall clutched the 
earth in her fingers (facruXai). 

^ Diettean, i.e. Cretan, from Moant Dicte Id Crete. 

* The Great Mother was alwaya worshipped in Crele with the lound 
of cymbals, drums, tad other bad music; which oaBlom Apollonius 
dates from the time of the Argonsnu, who, to drown the nnlnchy sound 
of lamentation raised by the Cydcenea for th«r dead king, dathed their 
weapons together. 
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bucklere, that the ill-omeiied ciy might lose itself in wan- 
dering through the air, even the lamentation, which the 
folk vere BtiU raising at the funeral of their king. Whence 
the Phiygiana do ever seek the favour of Khea with tam- 
bourine and drum. And now. I ween, the goddess turned 
her ear to hearken to their pious worship ; and signs, that 
are favourable, did appear. Trees shook down countless 
fruits, and around their feet the earth of herself brought 
forth the flowers of tender plants. Wild creatures left 
their lairs in the thickets and came waging their tails. 
And yet another marvel she produced ; for aforetime Din- 
dymuB had no running water, but now they saw it gush 
forth there and c^ase not from the thirsty hiU ; wherefore 
neighbouring folk in after time called that water Jason's 
spring. Then did they make a feast in honour of the god- 
dess on Mount Arctos, singing the praise of Rhea, august 
queen ; and at dawn the wind ceiased and they rowed away 
from the island. 

Then rivalry stirred each chieftain's heart t« be the last 
to leave his rowing. For around them the still air had 
laid the tumbling waves and lulled the sea to rest. So they, 
trusting to the cahn, drave on the ship mightily, nor would 
even Poseidon's steeds, that are swift as wind, have caught 
her as she sped through the sea. Yet as the salt waves 
b^an to rise beneaUi violent gusts, which toward evening 
were just beginning to get up from the rivers, then were 
they for ceasing, foredone with toil ; but Heracles with 
mighty hands pulled those tired rowers along aU k^ether, 
making the joints of the ship's timbers to quiver. 

But when, in their haste past the mainland of the 
Mysians, they had sighted and saUed by the mouth of the 
river KhyndacuB ' and the great cairn of MgtBon, a little 
away from Phrygia ; in that hour did Heracles break his 

' A riv«r of Phrygia. 
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oar iu the middle as he heetved aside the furrows of the 
roughened surge. And backward fell he, grasping in both 
hands one fragment, while the sea swept tiie other away on 
its wash. And there he sat glarii^ round in silence, for 
bis hands knew not to be idle. 

At the hour when some delver or ploughman cometh 
from the field joyfully to his cott^e, longing for his supper ; 
and there on his threshold, all squalid with dust as he is,_ 
he droops his weary knees, and, gazing on his toil-worn 
hands, many a bitter curse he flingeth at that belly of his ; 
in that hour, I trow, came those heroes to the abodes of 
the land Gianian about the Argantbonian mountain and the 
mouth of the river Cios. And the Myaians welcomed them 
with all hospitality and kiadneas on their coming, for they 
dwelt in that land, and they gave them at their need sheep 
and mead in plenty. So then some brought dry 1<^b, and 
othera mowed the plenteous herb^e of the meadows for 
beds to atrew withal, and others twirled sticks to get fire ; 
and they mixed wine in bowls, and made ready a feast, 
after sacrificing to Apollo, god of embarkation, as darkness 
fell. 

Now Heracles bade his comrades give good heed unto 
■the feast, while he went on his way to the wood, that son 
of Zeua, that he might first fashion for himaelf an oar to 
suit him. And in his wandering he found a pine that was 
not burdened with many branches, nor had much folii^ 
thereon, but it was like some tall poplar sapling to look at 
both in height and girth. Quickly then upon the ground 
he laid his quiver, arrows and all, and defied his lion-skin. 
And when he with his heavy club of bronze had made it 
totter from its base, then did he grip it low down about the 
stump with both hands, trustingto his strength, and plant- 
ing himself firmly he leant his broad shoulder against it, 
and so clinging to it he draped it from the ground, deep- 
rooted though it was, clods of earth and all. As when a 
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sudden squall of wind strikes aloft a, sMp'B mast unex- 
pectedly, just at the time of baleful Orion's winter aettiBg, 
ajid tears it from its stays,' wedges and all ; eveii tbuB the 
strong man dragged it out. And at once he caught up his 
bow and arrows, and his skin and club, and hasted to go 
back. 

Meantime Hylas with a brazen pitcher went apart from, 
the company, in quest of a sacred running spring, that he 
might ere his return draw for him water against supper* 
time, and get all else ready and in order tor him at his 
coming. For Heracles had with hia own hands brought 
bim up in such habits from his earliest childhood, having 
robbed him from his father's house, goodly Theiodamas, 
whom he slew ruthlessly amongst the Dryopes, because he 
withstood him about a steer for ploughing. Now Theio- 
damas was ploughing up a fallow field, when the curse fell 
on him; and Heracles bade him give up the steer he was 
ploughing with, and he would not. For he longed to find 
some grim pretext for war against the Dryopes, for there 
they dwelt without^ r^ard for justice. But this would 
send me straying farfcom my story. Quickly came Hylas 
to the spring, which they who dwell around and near call 
PegsB. Now it chanced that lately choirs of nymphs had 
settled there ; their care it was ever to hymn Artemis with 
midnight soi^, as many of them as dwelt there round the 
lovely peak. All those, whose lot it is to watch o'er hill- 
tops and mountain-streams, and they who guard the woods, 
were all drawn up apart ; but she, the nymph of the water, 
was just rising from her lovely spring, when she marked 
him near with the blush of his beauty and sweet grace 
upon him. For on him the full moon from heaven was 
shedding her light. And Cypria made the nymph's heart 
flutter, and scarce in her confusion could she collect her- 

' o^vKTatv, wedgna k> block the taast firmly in its hole, irporoi'iuv, 
Btaja from the top of the mast to the deck to keep it itill firmei. 
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self. But he, bo boos as he had dipped his pitcher in the 
stream, leaning aslant over it, and good 'store of water was 
flowing into the sounding brass and babbling round it, lo ! 
in that instant the nymph from below the water laid her 
left arm on his neck, longing to kiss hiB soft lips ; while 
with her right hand Bhe plucked him bj the elbow and 
pimped him amid the ripple. 

And as he cried out, Polyphemus, Bon of Elatus, alone 
of his comrades, heard him, aa he came on along the path. 
For he would welcome mighty Heracles, whensoever he 
might come. Away rushed he towards Pegse like some 
wild beast, to whom from afar hath, come the bleating of 
sheep, and furious with hunger he goeth to find them and 
yet Cometh not upon the flocks, for shepherds before have 
penned them with their own hands within the fold ; but 
he howls and roars unceasingly till he is tired. So then 
did the son of Elatus crj aloud, and went to and fro about 
the place Bhoutii^, and piteous was his voice. Anon drew 
he hiB mighty Bword and started to go forth, for fear that 
the boy might be a prey to beastB, or men have taken him 
in ambush as he was alone, and be leading him away, an 
easy booty. Then did he meet Heracles himself in the 
way, as he was brandishing his naked sword in his hand, 
and right well he knew him as he hasted toward the ship 
through the darkness. At once he told the grievous news, 
gasping hard for breath, " God help thee ! friend, a bitter 
grief shall I be the firet to tell thee. Hylas went unto the 
spring, but he cometh not ^ain in safety ; but robbers 
have attacked him and are leading him away, or beasts are 
tearing him, for I heard his loud cry." 

So spake he ; and, as the other listened, there broke out 
great beads of sweat upon his forehead, and beneath his 
heart the dark blood suited. Down upon the ground in 
wrath he cast the pine, and hasted along the path whither 
his feet carried him in his hurry. An when a bull some- 
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where, etung by the gadfly, rushes aloog, leaving the 
meadows and marsb-laiida, ajid heedeth not the herdsmen, 
nor the herd, but paaeea on his way, at one time without 
stopping, and ^ain standing still, and lifting up his broad 
neck he bellows aloud, 'neath the sting of that cursed 
fl; ; even so Heracles in his eagerness now made his swift 
knees move without a check, and now again, ceasing from 
his toil, he would make his loud shout peal afar. 

Anon uprose the morning star above the topmost heights, 
and down came the breeze ; quickly then did Tiphjs lu^e 
them go aboard and take advantage of the wind. So they 
at once embarked eagerly, and they hauled in the anchor- 
ropes of the ship and backed her out.' And tite sails were 
beUied out by the wind, and they were borne far from the 
beach past the headland of Posideum, glad at heart. How 
when bright-eyed dawn, arising from the east, ahed its 
light from heaven, and the paths stood out clearly, and 
the dew-spangled plains shone in the bright gleam, then 
knew they those whom they had left behind in ^orance. 
And there arose a fierce strife amongst them, and brawl- 
ing unspeakable, to think that they had gone and left the 
best of all their crew. But he, the son of Maon, mazed 
and at a loss, had nought to say one way or the other, but 
there he sat, inly consuming his soul with heavy woe ; but 
Telamon' was seized with wrath and thus spake he, " Sit 
thee then in silence thus, since it pleased thee well to leave 
Heracles behind ; far from thee is any counsel, that so his 
fame may not o'ershadow thee in Hellas,' if haply the gods 

^ The ancient mode of landing was to bemch the ship, if possible, and 
tbea fasten b; cables to the land, and by anclion from the item in the 
lea. Hence, to pnt to sea it wa« neceesary first to haul up the anchor 
(toDGS, and then back the thip oat. 

' Telamon had joined Heracles in his expedition against the Amazons, 
and had also sailed with him to Ilium, so that the; had become close 
comrades. 

* Telaman's taunt sgainat Jason certainlj gathers some weight Ivom 
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grant & retum home ^ain. But what joy is tliere in 
words ? for I will go even apart from thy crew, who helped 
thee to deviae this guile." 

He spake, and sprung toward Tiphys, son of Ha^nias, 
and his two eyes were lihe the flash of glowing fire. And 
now would tfaey have come ba^ik to the Mysian land in 
spite of the wide sea and the ceaseless roaring blast, had 
not the two sons of Thracian Boreaa held back the son of 
.Sacus with harsh words, poor wights ; ' verily upon them 
came a grievous vengeance in the aftertime from the hands 
of Heracles, for that they stayed the search for him. For 
he slew them in seargirt Tenos as they returned from the 
games after the slaughter of Pelias, and he piled the earth 
about them, and set up two pillars above them, whereof 
the one, an exceeding marvel for men to see, is stirred by 
the breath of the noisy north-wind. Thus were these 
things to be brought to pass in days to come. But to them 
appeared G-laucus' from the depth of the sea, wise ex- 
pounder of the will of godlike Nereus ; and he raised aloft 
his shaggy head and cheat from the hollow depths, and 
laid hold upon the ship's keel with his stalwart hand and 
cried to them as they hastened, " Why gainst the will of 
mighty Zens are ye e^er to take bold Heracles to the 
city of Metea ? His tot it is to toil in Argos for insolent 

the poet's Ireatment of Jaa»n's ch&racter ; not enough prominence ia 
given to him, who ehould be the central hero of all. Again and ^oin 
Jason U oteraliadowed by bis comriules ; he fails to excite our [ively in- 
terest in anything like the way thai Medea's beaa^ful portrait stiCB it. 

' Eeracles heard afterwards how the sons of Boreaa hud checked the 
proposed search for him, and, as he thought (oot knowing the will of 
the gods), preTenteil his sharing the farther adventures of the Argonantt ; 
so in his rage he slew them in Tenos as they were retnmiDg from the 
games held at the funeral of Pelias. 

" Glaucus, the son of Poljhus, a sea-god endowed with prophetic 
powers, explains the divine will in Beparaling Polyphemus, Heradea, 
and Hylas from their comrades to fulfil other destinies. 

I, '.oog Ic 
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EuTjstheus till he complete twelve labours in all, and then 
to dvell amonget the deathless gods, if haply he accom- 
plish yet a few. "Wherefore let there be no regret for him. 
Tea, and even thus it is decreed that Polyphemna found a 
famons town amongst the Mjeiaua at the mouth of the 
river Cios, and then wind up his dew of fate in the bound- 
lees country of the Cfaalybes.' And Hylas hath a goddess 
nymph taken as her husband for love of him, and this was 
why they wandered away and were left behind." 

Therewith he dived below and wrapped the restless 
wave around him, and the dark water seethed and foamed 
in eddies about him, and he let the hollow ship go on 
through the sea. Then were the heroes glad ; and he, 
Telamon, son of .^lacus, made haste to come to Jason, and 
he grasped his hand in his own and embraced him, with 
these words, " Son of ^son, be not angered with me, if in 
my folly I was sora.ewhat blinded, for exceeding grief 
urged me to speak a haughty word I could not stay. Nay, 
let US give our error to the winds, and be good friends even 
as before." 

Him in answer the son of ^son cautiously addressed, 
"Tea, good friend, that was a grievous word enough, I 
trow, wherewith thou didst revile me, making me to be a 
sinner E^ainst a comrade Mnd amongst all these. Tet no 
long time will I nurse bitter wrath against thee, though 
before distressed, for it was not for flocks of sheep nor 
for possessions that thou wert angered into fury, but for a 
man that was thy comrade. Tea, fain would I have thee 
stand up for me too against another, if ever there come 
such need." 

He spake, and they sat them down, united as of old ; 
and so by the counsel of Zeus, the one was destined to 
found and build a city called after the river, namely 

' The Chaljbea were a Scythian race, funoDS for working in iron, 
which tbeir conatry yielded in plenty. 

D...,n;M;yG00glc 



50 If OLLONIU8 KHODIirS. [bOOK I., L. 1347-END. 

FoljrphemuB, son of Elatue, wMIe the other returned and 
penEonned the laboura of EuryBtheua. Kow he threatened 
at once to rarage the Mjsian kud, since thejr could not 
dJBcover for him the fate of Hylas, either aliye or dead. 
But they choBe out the noblest sons of the people, and 
gave them as pledges for him, and took an oath that thej 
■would never cease from the toil of Beeking him. Where- 
fore to this day the men of Cios ask after Hylaa, the son 
of Theiodamas, and take care of the stablished town of 
Trachin,' for there it was that Heracles did place the boys, 
whom they sent to him from Cios to take as hostages. 

And all day long and all that night the wind bare on 
the ship, blowing in its strength ; but as the dawn broke, 
never a breath stirred. So they, having marked a head- 
land, broad enow to look upon, stretching out from a bend 
in the land, took to their oars and anchored there at sun- 



' A city in Thessaly, vhere Heracles placed the bofi sent t( 
faoilagei for lost HyUs by (he Mysi&os. 
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AEGIJMENT. 

TWej reach Bithynia. AmjcoB, king of the Bcbrjces, having cha]~ 
lei^ed 1107 of them lo box with hnn, ii slsin by Folydences, and in the 
■ubaeqnnnt light manj of the Bebrjces fall. At Salmyifeasa in Thrace 
they find blind Phineiu, whom the Bona of Bureai relieve from the 
attaclu of the Harpiea. In retiini b« tells them of their Toyage. Hence 
they come to the Sf mplcgades, and, after escaping through them, are 
Teceiied by Lycu>, king of the Mariandyni. Idmon and Ttphjs die 
there. They meet with strange adTenturea among the Ch^lybeB, Tiba- 
reni, and Mouynixci. Coming to an island infested by "the birds of 
Ares," they pick up the shipwrecked sons of Chalciope, who hencefbrth 
Mrve them as guiilee to Colchis. 
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HEBE were the Bteodings and the farm of Amycua, 
proud Idog of the Behryces, whom on a day the 
Bithynian nymph, MeUe, bare from the embraces of Posei- 
don,' lord of birth, to be the haunhtieat o f men, for he laid 
this unseemly ordinance even on hia guests, that none 
eboald go away, till be had made trial of his boxing ; and 
many of hia neighbours had he slain. So then he came to 
the ship, but scorned to ask the object of their voyage and 
who they were, in his exceeding insolence ; but this word 
at once spake be amongst them all : " Hearken, ye rovers 
o'er the deep ; 'tis right ye should know these things. Of 
stranger folk none may get him hence, whoso draweth nigh 
to the Bebryces, ere he have lifted up his hands to fight 
with me. Wherefore set the best man of your company 
alone and apart to do battle with me in boxing on the spot. 
But if ye neglect and tnunple on my decrees, verily some 
hard necessity shall follow you to your sorrow." 

So spake he in bis great pride. But savage anger seized 
them as they listened. And most of all his chiding smote 
Polydeuces. Quickly he stood up as champion of his fel- 
lows, and spake, " Hold thee now, and show no coward 
violence, whoever thou boastest to be ; for we will yield to 
thy ordinance, as thou declarest it. I myself willingly do 
imdertake to meet thee in this vety hour." 

* Powidon ii colled " I^rd of Crauion " bemiaa ha had powar over 
«ll moUtiDe, withont which nothing cuuld oome into b^Dg. 
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So epaJie he bltmtly ; but tlie other rolled hie eyes and 
gazed at him, as when a lion ia wounded by a spear, and 
men encompass Mm upon the hills ; but he, hemmed in, 
though he be, by the press, yet recketh no more <^ them, 
but only mindeth in his solitude that man who first did 
wound him and slew him not. Then did the son of Tyn- 
darus lay aside his fine close- woven robe, that robe which 
one of the Lemnian maidens had giren him for a stranger's 
gift, and he threw down his dark cloak of double woof with 
the brooches thereupon, and the rough shepherd's crook of 
wild mountain olive that he was carrying. Anon they 
looked about for a convenieut spot near, and made their 
comrades all sit down in two bands upon the beach ; nor 
were they in form or stature like each other to behold. The 
o ne was like some monstrou g^ir^ of baleful Typhoeus ' or 
haply of Eax^ herself, su(^a6 she aforetime bfcni to ZeilS^ 
in her displeasure ; ' while the other, the eon of Tyndarus, 
was like a star of heaven, whose twinlilings are most lovely 
when he slunetn in tne g ^ftg.mmg! Ho lair V/Uti tint MUll Of ~ 
ZeuB, with the young tfown^till Bproutm g o n his face afld^ 
i)ip. giy i ljg>'t j&t in his eyes. But his mig ht and hi a spirit 
wMft A as doth a ht^^s ; Aiid !>>> swung his arms, testing 
themto see if they moved nimbly as of yore, or lest they 
might be stiff withal from toil and rowing. Amycus how- 
ever made no trial of himself ; there he stood apart in 
silence, and kept his eyes on him, and his heart beat high 
with eagerness to dash the other's life-blood from his breast. 
Betwixt them Lycoreus, henchman of Attivmib k.id at |,hpir 
feet two pgifa rtt thnnga.' rnu f fh. dry, and wrinkled all about. 

' Typhoens, • fearfuJ giant sIbui bj Zeus, and bnried by him in 
Cilicia. 

' The legend wu that when Zens slew the Titans, child>>en of Eanh, 
their mother in anfer and revenge produced the Qianta. 

' iliavrat, lit." chongi," which were bound round the hands and arms 
of boxera, sometinies lc«ded with metal a* well, to increase the efliect of 
the blows. They were railed fivpfiqinc. 
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And AmjcuB vith huaghty words addreeaed the other i 
" Here will I freely give thee without castiBg lota which- 
ever of these thou wilt, that thou mayst not find fault witli 
me hereafter. Come, bind it about thy hand : an d, when 
thou hast learnt, thou mBvat Ml another, how f^y I etcel 
in cut tJTi^ fill- liiilca i^f oien when they are dr^y, and ia 
dabbling men's cheeks wi^j) hlond " 

He spake ; but the other answered him with never a taunt, 
but, lightly smiling, readily took up the thongs that lay at 
his own feet ; and Castor came to be his squire, and mighty 
Talaus, the son of Bias ; and quickly thpvlx>iind the t, J) p7i (na 
about his ftrmB/TerTeam pff*.lYPT>iiirt.;n(r ^j im to sho w hie ^ 
prowess ; while for that other Aretus and Omytus did the 
like, and little they knew, poor fools, that they had bound 
them for the last time, with Ul luck to boot. 

JJut they then, when they were ready with their thongs, 
face to face, at once held out before their bodies their 
weighty fists, and brought their might to meet each other. 
Then the king of the Bebryces, like a wave of the sea that 
rears its m^ed crest gainst a swift shi p that f^nlj j'i«t 
avo ids it by the skill of the ta-afty pilot, as the billow is 
eager to sweep her away within its wall of water ; even so 
the king pressed hard the s^of Tyndarus to frighten him, 
nor would he give him any respite. But the otber.^un- 
wounde d ever, kept a voiding hia-tueh by his skill ; and 
quickly lie noted liia rOugETioiiDg, to see tfiw w6^ e invui^ 
_aUg. in his strength or l^ply his inferior ; bo there be stood 
continually,' and gave him blow for blow. As when car- 
penters, urgently laying on, do strike with hammers and 
nail together ship-timbers with sharp mortices, while blow 
on blow re-echoes round unceasingly ; so their cheeks and 
jaws on both sides resounded, and the gnashing o£ teeth 
arose incessantly, and they ceased not to smite each in turn, 

' a/ioTov. A word of nncertAiD deriration, freqnently occutriog in 
ApoHoniua id the icnse of" imBtiably." 

/ D...,n;M;yG00glc 
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till sore ga^ii^; o'ercame them both. Then stood they a 
little apart, wiping from their faces great drops of sweat, 
with grievous panting and hard breathing the while. Onoe 
more they roused them to the encounter, like two bulls that 
furiously battle for a grazing heifer. Then did Amycus, 
rising on tiptoe, like a butcher, strain to his full height ajid 
shot forth his heavy fisf at him, but he stooped his head 
and went under his rush, but caught Ms blow just on the 
shoulder ; then did he come up to Amycus, and advancing 
his knee past him dashed in and smote him above the ear, 
craehii^ the bones inward ; and the other fell on his knees 
in agony, but the Minyan heroes cheered ) and away sped 
bis spirit at once. 

But the Bebryces, I trow, left not their kii^ thus ; no, 
at once they caught up rough dubs and spears and made 
straight for Polydeuces. But bis comrades drew their keen 
swords from the scabbards ajid stood up before him. 'Twas 
Castor first that smote a man upon the head as he rushed 
at him, and his skull was cleft in twain on either shoulder, 
lokewise be smote the giant Itymoneus and Mimas ; the 
one he smote beneath the breast, having rushed on him with 
speedy foot,' and hurled him in the dust ; the other, as he 
drew nigh, he struck with his right hand above the left 
eye-brow and tore off the lid, and the eye was left uncovered. 
And Oreides too, daring squire of Amycus, wounded Talaos, 
the son of Bias, in the loins, but he slew him not, foV the 
bronze sped beneath his belt merely along the skin, and 
touched not his belly. In like manner Aretua sprang at 
Iphitua, steadfast son of £urytus, and smote him with a 
seasoned club, not yet doomed to die miserably ; Aretus 
indeed was soon to fall beneath the svrord of Clytius. 

'Twas then that Ancteus, bold son of Lycn^^, uplift;^ 
his great axe right speedily, holding his black bear skin in 

' XoE, an Bdrwh, = " with thB heel or foot," od the Mme uulogj ia 
Ma{, = " with the t««th," from iaKm, with eapbcoi. i^ , 
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liis left hand, and sprang fuiioualy into the thick of the 
Bebryoes, and the son of ^EacuB charged with him, and 
Jason too rushed on with them. 

As when, on a day in wint«r, girizzted wolrea attack and 
terrify countless sheep in the fold without the knowledge 
of the keeD-eoented dogs and the shepherds themseWeR, 
and they seek how they may at once spring on them and 
take them, oft peering over the pens withal, while the aheep 
from cTery side huddle as they are, tumbling over one an- 
other ; e ven so, I ween, the heroes grievously affrighted 
the oTer weening Bebryces. As snepnerds or bee-aeepers 
smoke a migbiy swarm of ~bees in a rock, and theae the 
while, all huddled in their hire, buzz round oonfusedly ; 
and far from the rock they dart, smoked right through by 
the sooty fumes ; so these men no longer abode steadfastly, 
but fled routed within Bebryda, carrying the oews of the 
death of AmycuB j poor f o ^giJgr they knew not of another 
unseen woe that was very nigh to them. For their orchards 
and Tillages were wasted by the hostile spear of Lycus and 
the Mariandyni, noir that their king was gone. For there 
was ever a feud twixt them about the land that yielded 
iron; for these at once b^^an to pillage the farms and 
steadings, while the heroes forthwith plundered and 
carried off their countless sheep ; and thus some man 
amon^ them would say : " Bethink you what they wo uld 
have brought upon themaelfe8~fay t heir craTen~5eeds. if 
haply some god had brought Heracle s too hither. Very siure 
am I, had he been here, there wo'il<^ Vmye been not so mucE~ 
as a trial of boxing ; no, but when he came to teU his ordi- 
n^ces, forthwith the dub would have made Mm forget his 
pride and the ordinances too which he declared. Yea, we 
haye l^t Mm yonder on the shore without a thought and 
gone our way across the sea, but every man amongst ub 
shall know that fatal mistake, now that he is far away." 

Thus spake he; but all these things were wrought by 
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thd counsels of Zeus. There they abode that night, and 
set to cnring the wonndB of those who were smitten, and 
they offered sacrifices to the deathless gods, and made 
ready a great supper ; and sleep o'ertook no man beside 
the wine-bowls and the blazing sacrifices. And they 
wreathed their yellow lochs with bay that groweth by the 
sea, whereto also were fastened the cables, and sang in sweet 
harmony to the \jib of Orpheus; and as they sang the 
headland ronnd grew calm and still, for their song was of 
the son of Zeus,' who dwelleth in Therapnte. 

Now when the sun, rising from the east, shone upon the 
dewy hiUa, and awoke shepherds, in that hour they loosed 
their cables from the stem of the bay-tree, and, putting 
their bootj on board, even all that they had need to carry, 
they steered with the wind along the swirling Bosporus. 
Then did a wave hke to a steep mountain rush upon them 
in front, as though it were chaining them, rearing itself 
ever above the clouds, and never wouldst thou have said 
they would escape a horrid fate, for it hung arching right 
over the middle of the ship in all its fury ; but yet evfen 
this grows smooth, if but you possess a clever pilot. So 
then they too came forth, unscathed, though much afeard, 
through the skill of Tiphys. And on the next day tiiey 
anchored over against the Bithynian land 

Here Phineus, son of Agenor, had his home beside the 
sea ; he who, by reason of the divination that the son of 
Leto granted him aforetime, suffered most awful woes, far 
beyond all men ; for not one jot did he r^ard even Zeus 
himself, in foretelling the sacred purpose to men unerringly. 
Wherefore Zeus granted him a weary length of days, but 
reft his eyes of the sweet light, nor suffered him to have 
any joy of all the countless gifts, which those, who dwelt 
around and sought to him for oracles, were ever bringing to 

' " The Therapiueu) bod of Zens," i.e. Apollo, so callol Axnn 
Therspnte, s part of Sparta, wbich waa sacred to thii god. 
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bis house. But auddenly through the clouds the Harpies 
darted nigh, and kept au&tching them from his mouth or 
hajida in their tal<mB. Sometimes never a morsel of food 
was left him, sometimes a scrap, that he might Hve and 
suffer. And upon his food they spread a fetid stench ; 
and none could endure to bring food to his mouth, but 
stood afar off ; so foul a reek breathed from the remnants 
of his meal. At once, when he heard the sound and noise 
of a company, he perceived that they were the very men 
now passing by, at whose coming an ora«le from Zeus had 
said that he should enjoy his food. Up from his couch he 
rose, as it were, a lifeless phantom, and, leaning on his 
staff, came to the door on his wrinkled feet, feeling his 
way along the walls j and, as he went, his limbs trembled 
from we^^iess and age, and his skin was dry and caked 
with filth, a«d nought but the skin held his bones together. 
So he came forth from his hall, and sat down with heavy 
knees on the threshold of the court, and a dark mantle 
wrapped him, and seemed to sweep the ground below all 
round ; and there he sank with never a word, in strength- 
less lethal^. 

But they, when they saw him, gathered round, and were 
astonied. And he, drawing a laboured breath from the 
bottom of his cheat, took up his parable for them and said : 
" Hearken, choice sons of all the Hellenes, if 'tis you in 
very truth, whom how Jason, at the kii^^s chill bidding, is 
leading on the ship Ai^ to fetch the fleece. "Tis surely 
you. Still doth my mind know each thing by its divining. 
Wherefore to thee, my prince, thon son of Leto, do I give 
thanks even in my cruel sufferings. By Zeus, the god of 
suppliants, most awful god to sinful men, for Fhcebus' sake 
and for the sake of Hera herself, who before all other gods 
hath had you in her keeping as ye came, help me, I im- 
plore; rescue a,liapless wretch from misery, and do not 
heedlessly go henc«^ and leave me thus. For not only hath 
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the avenging fiend aet his heel upon mj eyes, not only do I 
drag out to the end a tedious old age, hut yet another most 
bitter pain is added to the tale. Harpies, swooping from 
some unseen den of destruction, that I see not, do snatch the 
food from my mouth. And I hare no plan to help me. But 
lightly would my mind forget her longing for a meal, or 
the thought of them, so quickly fly they through the air. 
But if, as happens at times, they leave me some scrap of 
food, a noisome stench it hath, and a smell too etrong to 
bear, nor could any mortal man draw nigh and bear it even 
for a Uttle while, no, not though his heart were forged of 
adamant. But me, Ood wot, doth necessity, cruel and in- 
satiate, constrain to abide, and abiding to put such food in 
my miserable belly. Them 'tis heaven's decree that the 
sons of Boreas ' shall check ; and they shall ward them off, 
for they are my kinsmen, if indeed I am that f hineus, who 
in days gone by had a name amongst men for my wealth 
and divination, whom Agenor, my sire, begat ; their sister 
Cleopatra " did I bring to my house as wife with gifts of 
wooing, what time I ruled among the Thraciaus." 

So spake the son of Agenor ; and deep sorrow took hold 
on each of the heroes, but specially on the two sons of 
Boreas. But they wiped away a tear and drew nigh, and 
thus spake Zetes, taking in his the hand of the soSerii^ 
old man : " Ah 1 poor sufferer, methinks there is no other 
man more wretched than thee. Why is it that such woes 
have fastened on thee P Is it that thou hast sinned against 
the gods in deadly folly through thy skill in divination ? 
Wherefore are they so greatly wroth against thee ? Lo ! 
our heart within us is sorely bewildered, though we yearn 
to help thee, if in very truth the god hath reserved for us 

' Tbe sons of Boreas were Zetes and CaUls. 

* FtaineuB in his happier days had merried Cleopatra, daughter nf 
Boreas and OritJiyia ; he wm dierefore node of Zetei »ad Calais, his 

destined deliverers. 

Digniod., Google 
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t-wain thia honour. For plain to see are the rebukes that 
the immortalB send on ns man of e&rth. Nor vill ve check 
the coming of the Harpies, for all our e^emess, till that 
thou swear that -we shall not fall from heaven's farour in 
return for this." So spake he, and straight that aged man 
opened his sightless ejes and lifted them up, and thus 
made answer : " Hush ! remind me not of those things, my 
son. The son of Leto be my witness, who of his kindness 
taught me divination ; be witness that ill-omened fate, that 
is mj lot, and this dark cloud upon m^ e^es, and the gods 
below, whose favour may I never find if I die perjured 
thus, that there shall come no wrath from heaven on you 
1^ reason of your aid." 

Then were those twain e^er to help him by reason of 
the oath, and quickly did the young men make ready a 
feast for the old man, a last booty for the Harpies ; and 
the two stood near to strike them with their swords as they 
swooped down. Soon as ever that aged man did touch the 
food, down rushed those Harpies with whirr of wings at 
once, eager for the food, like grievous blasts, or like 
lightning darting suddenly from the clouds ; but those 
heroes, when they saw them in mid air, shouted ; and they 
at the noise sped off afar across the sea after they had 
devoured everything, but behind them iros left an intoler- 
able stench. And the two stms of Boreas started in pur- 
suit of them with their swords drawn ; for Zeus inspired 
them with tireless courage, and 'twas not without the will 
of Zeus tiiat they followed them, for they would dart past 
the breath of the west wind, what time they went to and 
from Fhineus. As when upon the hill-tops dogs skilled 
in the chase run on the track of homed goats or deer, and, 
straining at full speed just behind, in vain do gnash their 
teeth upon their lips ; even so Zetes and Calais, darting 
very nigh to them, in vain grazed them with their finger- 
tips. And now, I trow, they would have torn them in 
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piec^ against the will of the gods on the floating islands,' 
after they had come &far, ha>d not swift Iria seen them, 
and darting down from the clear heaven above stayed them 
with this word of rebuke : " Te sons of Boreas, 'tis not or- 
dained that je should slay the Harpies, the hounds of 
mighty Zeus, with your swords ; but I, even I, will give 
you an oath that they will come no more nigh him." 

Therewith she sware by the stream of Styx, most dire 
and awful oath for all the gods, that these should never 
again draw near unto the house of Fhineus, son of Agenor, 
for even so was it fated. So they yielded to her oath and 
turned to hasten back to the ship. And so it is that men 
call those isles, "the isles of turning," though aforetime 
they called them " the floating isles," And the Harpies 
and Iris parted ; they entered their lair in Crete, the land 
of Minos, but she sped up to Olympus, soaring on her 
swift pinions. 

Meantime the chieftains carefully washed the old man's 
squalid skin, and chose out and sacrificed sheep, which 
they had brought from the booty of Amycus. How when 
they had laid a great supper in his balls, they sat them 
down and feasted, and with them Fhineus fell afeasting 
ravenously, cheering his heart as in a dream. Then when 
they had taken their fill of food and drink, they sat up all 
night awaiting the sons of Boreas. And in their midst 
beside the hearth sat that ancient one himself, telling 
them of the ends of their voyage and the fulfilment of 
their journey : " Hearken then. All ye may not learn of a 
surety, but as much as is heaven's will I will not hide. 
Aforetime I went astray in my folly by declaring the mind 
of Zeus in order to the end. For he willeth himself to 
make plain to men oracles that need divination, to the 

' " The Floating Isles " in the Sicilian tea. They were supposed to 
be capable of moTement. After theflightof the Harpies bare, they were 
c&Iled the Strophftdes, i.«. " Islea of tarning." 
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end that tfaey may have some oeed of the mind of the 
gods. 

" First of all, when ye have gone hence from me, ye BhaU 
see the two Cyanean ' rocks at the place where two seas 
meet. Throng these, I trow, none can win a passage. 
For they are not fixed on foundations below, but oft they 
clash together upon each other, and much salt water boils 
up from beneath, rearing its crest, and loud is the roar 
round the blufF headland. 

" Wherefore now give heed to my exhortii^, if in sooth ye 
make this voyage with cautious mind and due r^ard for 
the blessed gods ; perish not then senselessly by a death 
of your own chooaii^;, nor rush on at the heels of youthful 
rashness. First I bid you let loose from the ship a dove, 
and send her forth before you to try the way. And if she 
fly safely on her wings throi^b those rocks to the sea, no 
longer do ye delay your voyage for any time, but stoutly 
ply the oars in your hands and cleave through the strait 
of sea, for now your life will depend, not so much on your 
prayers, as on your stalwart arms. Wherefore leave all 
other things alone and exert' yourselves bravely to the 
utmost ; yet ere you start, I do not forbid yon to entreat 
the gods. But if the dove be slain right in mid passage, 
fare ye back again, for far better it is to yield to the death- 
less gods. For then could ye not escape an evil doom at 
the rocks, no, not if Ai^o were made of iron. Ah ! hapless 
wights t dare not to go beyond my warning, although ye 
think Ine thrice as much the foe of the lords of heaven, 
aye and even more hateful to them than I really am ; dare 
not to sail yet further agaii^t the omen. And these things 
shall be even as they may. But if ye escape the dashing 

■ irirpat, i.e. the Symplefodee, or " Claahers,'' stood »t the moaUt of 

' i.e. do not think praters tdone will save jou, bnt, on the other 
hand, do not neglect to praj as welt as to do your utmost as men. 
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of the rocks and come Bcatheleas inside Pontua, forthiritlL 
keep the Bithjuian ' land npon your right, and sail cantioaslj- 
aniid the breakers, till that ye round the swift current of 
the rirer Bheba« and the Black headland, and be come to a. 
haven in the Thjnian isle. Thence return a short stretch 
across the sea, and beach your ship on the opposite shore 
of the Mariandyni. There is a path down to Hades, and 
the headland' of Acberusia juts out and stretches itself on 
high, and swirling Acheron, cutting through the foot of 
the cliff, ponra itself forth from a mighty rarine. Yery 
nigh to it shall ye pass by many Mils of the Faphlagonians, 
over whom Felops first held sway in Enete,* of whose blood 
they avow them to be. Now there is a certain cliff that 
fronts the <arcling ' Bear, on all sides steep ; men call it 
Carambis ; above it the gusty north is parted in twain ; in 
such wise is it turned toward the sea, towering to heaven. 
At once when a man hath rounded it a wide beach stretches 
before him, and at the end of that wide beach nigh to & 
jutting cliff the stream of the river Halys* terribly dis- 
charges, and after him, but flowing near, the Iris toUb into- 
the sea, a lesser stream with clear ripples. Here in front 
a great and towering bend stands out'; next, Thermodon's 
mouth flows into a sleeping bay near the Themiscyrean 
headlajid, from its meandering through a wide continent. 

' The BMporas i> bounded on the right by Bithyni*, on the left bj 
the XbraciBD land. Bhebms ii t, rirer of Bithynio. 

' This bekdbtnd wai neu Hnraclea. 

' 'EviT^ioc, 10 called from Enete, a cily of Faphlagonla, the natiTe- 
place of Felops. 

' 'EXln), another nune for " the Bear," i.i. the North, so called be- 
cause the Bear waa sui^msed to be ever wheeling round so aa to escape 
Orion, who waa in pursnit. 

> The Halys is a river of Paphlagonia, blling into the Pontos near 
the city Sinope. 

* i,e. stands up bigh from the surrounding land snd juts out into the 
sea, forming an angle. " The month of the Tbermodon " i* only a pre- 
cise way of saying " ibe Thermodon." 
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There is the plain of Doias, tuid haird by are the triple 
cities of the Amazone ; and after them the Chalybes ' in- 
habit a rongh and stubborn land, of all men most wretched, 
labourers they, busied with working of iron. N^ear them 
dwell the Tibareni, rich in sheep, beyond the Genetaean head- 
land, where is a temple of Zeus, lord of hospitaUty. Next 
beyond this, but nigh thereto, the Mossynteci' hold the 
woody mainland and the foot of the mountain, men that 
have builded houses of timber with wooden battlements 
and chambers deftly finished, which they call ' Mossyiue,' 
aJid henc« they have their name. Coast on past them, and 
anchor at a smooth isle,' after ye have driven off with all 
the skill ye may those ravening birds, which, men say, do 
roost upon this desert isle in countless numbers. Therein 
the queens of the Amazons builded a temple of atone to 
Ares, even Otrere and Antiope, what time they went forth 
to battle. Now here shall there come to you from out the 
bitter sea ahelp'yelookednot for, wherefore of goodwill I 
bid you there to stay. But hold ; why should I once more 
ofEend by telling everything from beginning to end in my 
divining ? In front of the island, on the mainland oppo- 
site, dwell the Philyres ; ' higher up, beyond them, are the 

> The Chalybea, ft Scythian race, so called from Chalybg, a bod of 
Ares, great norkeri in iron. The Amazons, a narlike and savage race 
of women, liiing near the Doian plain in three separate cities, Lycastia, 
Themiscyra, and Chalybia. Their queens were Otrere and Antiope, 

' Ibe MoBsyniEci, or dwellers in wooden houses, iioaavvat being = 
wooden bauaes. Some account of their curious cusloms is given infra, 
bk. ii. I. lOie, sqq. 

* v^rrtii, the isleof Ares, on vihich were the terrible Stymphalian birds 
widi feathers wbicb could be shot by tbe birds themselves like arrows. 

' i.e. just when yon are becoming desperale and sick of your enter- 
jrise, thet« shall come to yon an naexpected relief from the sea in tbe 
shkpe of shipwrecked mariners, viz., the sons of Chalciope, who bad 
lately left Ma, bnC bad been wrecked on the isle of Ares ; they shall 
■erre to guide you on your voyage to Colcbis, CF. infra, bk. ii. 1.1090, sqq. 

' The various tribes now mentioned are Scytbian, then eomes 8ar- 
F 
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Maeronee ; and yet beyond these, the coimtless tribes of 
the Becheiri. 14'eit to them dwell the Sapeiree, and their 
neighbours are the Byzeres, and right beyond them oome 
next the warlike Colchians themaelTes. But cleave on your 
way, until ye come nigh to the inmost sea. There across 
. the Oytnan ' mainland, from the Amarantian hills afar, and 
the plain of Girce,^the swirling Phasis rolls his broad 
stream into the sea. Drive your ship int« the mouth of 
that river, and ye shall see the towers of Gyttean .^<etes 
and the shady grove of Ares, where a dr^on, dire monster 
to behold, watches from his ambush round the fleece as it 
hangs on the top of an oak ; nor night nor day doth sweet 
sleep o'ercome hia restless eyes." 

So spake he ; and as they hearkened, fear fell on them 
forthwith. Long were they struck with speechlessness ; at 
last spake the hero, the son o£ ^son, sorely at a loss, " Old 
man, lo ! now hast thou rehearsed the end of our toilsome 
voyage, and the sure sign, which if we obey we shall pass 
through those loathM rocks to Pontus ; but whether there 
shall be a return again to Hellas for us, if we do escape 
them, this too would I fain learn of thee. How am. I to 
act, how shall I come again over so wide a path of sea, in 
ignorance myself and with a crew alike ignorant? for 
Colchian .£a lieth at the uttermost end of Pontus and the 
earth," 

So spake he, and to him did that old man make answer, 
"My child, as- soon as thou hast escaped through those 
rocks of death, be of good cheer, for a god will guide thee 
on a different route from M&; and toward ^a,, there 
shall be plenty to guide thee. Tea, friends, bethink you of 
the crafty aid of the Cyprian goddess. For by her is pre- 
matia nboat the lake Hteotia, while beyond thii liei tbe Arctic 

' Colcbian, Cytss being a city in Colchii. 
' Circe was Biatar of JEeles. 
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pareila glorioua end to jour toils. But question me no 
further of these matters," 

So spake the son of Agenor, and the tvo aona of 
Thracian Boreas came glancing down from heaven, and 
«et their rushiug feet upon the threshold beside them. Up 
sprang the heroes from their seats, when thej saw them 
4M>ming near. And among the eager throng Zetes made 
harangue, drawing great gasps for breath after his toil, and 
told them how far they had journeyed, and how Iris pre- 
vented them from slaying the Barpies, and how the 
goddess in her favour gave them an oath, and those others 
^lunk away in terror 'neath the vast cayem of the cliff of 
Dicte. Olad then were all their comrades in the house, 
&acL Phineua himself, at the news. And quickly did the 
son of ,£son address the old man with right good will : " It 
seems then, Phineus, some god there was who pitied thy 
:^rieTous misery, and brought us, too, hither from afar, that 
the aona of Boreas might help thee ; if but he would grant 
the light unto thine eyes, methinks I would be even as glad 
AS if I were on my homeward way." 

So spake he ; but the other, with downcast face, answered 
him : " Ah ! son of Maon, that may never be recalled, nor 
ia there any remedy for that hereafter ; for blasted ' are my 
sightless eyes. Inatead thereof Qod grant me death ' at 
>once, and after death shall I share in all festive joys." 

Thus these twain held converse together. And anon, in 
no long space, as they talked, the dawn appeared ; and the 
neighbouring folk came round Fhineus, they who even 
aforetime gathered thither day by day, ever brii^ing a 

' viroayifxBvrai literally = tie smonlderiug away, k forcible word to 
-express the blindiDg of the eyes by lightning. 

' A wish. God grant me death ; then shall I hare the same chances 
4U other men of happiness. The legeod was that Fhinens, being gifen 
ft choice of anything he pleased, asked for long life. IThia was granted j 
but, to punish his folly, it was accompanied with blindnesi, 
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portion of food for him Id spite of alL And unto all of 
them that aged man with good wiU gaTo oraclea, whatso 
feeble man might come ; and he loosed many of their woes 
by his divination ; wherefore they would vieit and care for 
him. With these came Partebiue, the man most dear to 
him, and glad was he to hear them in his house. For long- 
before had he himself declared that an expedition of chief- 
tains, on its way from Hellas to the city of iEetes, should 
fasten its cables to the Thynian ' land, and they should re- 
straon by Zeus's will the Harpies from coming to him. So 
then that old man sent these men forth, winning them with 
words of wisdom j only Parsebius he bade stay there with, 
the chieftains ; and quickly he sent him forth, bidding him 
bring thither the pick of all his sheep ; and as he went out 
from the hall, Fhineus made harangue graciously amongst 
the throng of rowers : " Friends, all men, I trow, are not 
overweening, nor forgetful of a kindness. Thus yonder 
man, brave soul as he is, came hither that be might learn 
his fate.' For when he toiled his best and worked hi? 
hardest, even then above all repeated want of food would 
waste him, and day on day was ever more miserable, nor 
was there any respite from his suffering. But he was pay- 
ing a sad return for his father's sin ; for he, cutting trees 
alone on a day in the hills, slighted the prayer of a tree- 
nymph, who besought him with tears and earnest entreaty 
not to cut the trunk of an oak that had grown up with herr 
whereon she had passed many a long year together, but he,. 
in the senseless pride of youth, cut it down. Wherefore 
did the nymph make her death unprofitable to him and his 
children afterwards. Now I knew the sin, when he came 
to me; so I bade him build an altar to the Thynian 
nymph, and offer upon it sacrifice to cleanse the guilt, 
praying for an escape from his father's doom. Then when 

' Thynis, a part of Thrsce upon the Bospoms. 

' fiopov here = " iate, destin;," not " death," 
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he escaped the doom sent by the goddess, he never format 
nor ceaaed to care for me ; and acarce can I send h^m to 
the door, unwilling to depart, for he ia fain to abide even 
here with me in my distress." 

So spake the son of Agenor ; and the other anon drew 
nigh, driving two sheep from the fold. Then np stood 
Jaaon, and up stood the sons of Boreas as the old man 
bade them. Quickly they called on the name of prophetic 
Apollo, and did sacrifice upon the hearth just as the day 
was waning, and the young men of the crew made ready a 
plenteous feast. Then when they had well feasted, some 
laid them to rest by the cables of the ehip, and some in 
boots there in the house. At mom the steady summer 
winds ' began to blow, which breathe o'er the whole earth 
equally, for such is the command of Zens. 

There runs a legend that Cyrene ' once was herding sheep 
along the marsh of the Peneus amongst the men of former 
times, for her heart rejoiced in her maidenhood and vii^in 
couch. But Apollo caught her up from her shepherding 
by the river far from Hiemonia, and set her down among 
the maidens of the country who dwelt in Libya beside the 
Myrtosian height. There she bare Aristffius unto Phoebus, 
whom the Hsemonions, with their neb coni'lands, call " the 
Hunter " and " the Shepherd." For the god, for the love 
of the nymph, granted her length of days and a home in 
the country there, and brought her infant son to be reared 
'neath the cave of Chiron. And when he was grown, the 
divine Muses found for him a ^e, and taught him the 

' Ittiouii aipat. According to the legend, a gmnt drought prsTiiikd 
«Dce in the Cjclades, wfaeo an oracle told the people to oatt in to tbeic 
aid Aristiens, the >on of Apollo and Cjretie, froin Fhthia. He came to 
Cos, and appeued Zeui with »acriGce ; whereon that god tent a cool 
breeie to bioir upon the isle for fbrtj days. Benoefbrth these winds 
became annual during the summer, beginning when the »nn is in the 
lent chamber of the Crab, and lasting until he enter* the loon. 

' The mother of Ariitoma juit mentioned. 
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axts of healing and prophecy; and the; made him the 
keeper of their flocks, all iha,t feed along the plain of 
AthamaB in Phthia, and around steep Othrys, and the- 
ea^red etreajii of the river Apidanne. Now vhen the Bog- 
star ' from heaven scorched up the islands of Minos," and for 
a long space the inhabitants found no relief, then by th& 
advice of Hecattis they called him in to stay the plague. 
So he left Phthia at the bidding of his father, and came to 
d'well in Cos, having gathered thither the Parrbasian ^ folic, 
who are of the lineage of Lycaon ; and he builded a mighty 
altar to Zeus, the god of rain,* and did fair sacrifice upon 
the mountains to Sinus, that baleful star, and to Zeus 
himself, the son of Cronos. Wherefore it is that the 
Etesian winds blow cool across the earth for forty days 
from Zeus; and even now in Cos priests offer sacrifices 
before the rising of the Dog. 

So runs this legend ; and the chiefs abode there by con- 
straint ; * and every day the Thynians sent forth good store 
of gifts for the strangers, out of favour for Phineus. After 
this, when they had builded an altar to the twelve blessed 
gods on the edge of the sea opposite, and had offered 
sacrifice upon it, they went aboard their swift ship to row 
away, nor did they forget to take with them a timorous 
dove, but EuphemuB clutched ber in his hand, cowering 
with terror, and carried her along, and they loosed their 
double cables from the shore. 

Nor, I ween, had they started, ere Athene was ware of 

' Siipios, i.e. the Dogstar, " the scorching slar." 

' Mivui'&ic, i.e. the CyoUdes, for Miuoi, king of Crete, held the 
BupTemacy of the sea (cf. Thnc L) in early times, and consequent)]' of 
all the iilands. 

' Farrbasian, i.e. Arcadian. Farrhasia, a city of Arcadia. 

* 'Ic;iai«a, "Ix>rd of nun," Zeua being appealed to a» the controller 
of the atmosphere. 

' tpvic6)uvoi, i.e. holden there by the Etesian winds, which were not 
favourable to thrir sailing. 
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them, and forthwith and haatilr she stepped upon a light 
cloud, which should bear her at once for all her weight ; 
and she haeted on her way seaward, with kindly intent to 
the rowers. As when a man goes wandering from his 
country, as oft we men do wander in our hardihood, and 
there ie no land too far away, for every path lies open 
before his eyes, when lo! he seeth in hie mind hie own 
home, and withal there appeoreih a way to it over land or 
over sea, and keenly he pondereth this way and that, and 
searcheth it out with his eyes ; even so the daughter of 
Zeus, swifty darting on, set foot upon the cheerless strand 
of Thynia. 

Now they, when they came to the strait of the winding 
passa^, walled in with beetling crags on either side, while 
an eddying current from below washed up against the ship 
as it went on its way ; and on they went in grieroua fear, 
and already on their ears the thud of clashing rocks smote 
unceasingly, and the dripping cliffs roared ; in that very 
hour the hero Euphemns clutched the dove in his hand, 
and went to take his stand upon the prow, while they, at 
the bidding of Tiphys, son of Hf^nias, rowed with a will, 
that they might drive right through the rocks, trusting in 
their might. And as they rounded a bend, they saw those 
rocks opening for the last time of all. And their spirit melted 
at the sight; but the hero Euphemus sent forth the dove 
to dart through on her wings, and they, one and all, lifted 
up their heads to see, and she sped through them, but at 
once the two rocks met f^ain with a clash ; and the foam 
leapt up in a seething mass like a cloud, and grimly roared 
the sett, and all around the great firmament bellowed. 
And the hollow caves echoed beneath the rugged rocks as 
the sea went sui^ng in, and high on the cliffs was the 
white spray vomited as the billow dashed upon them. 
Then did the current spin the ship round. And the rocks 
cut ofi just the tail-feathera of the dove, but she darted 
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away unhurt. And loudly the rowera cheered, but Tiphys 
himself shouted to them to row lustily, for once more the 
rocks were opening. Then came trembling on them as 
they rowed, until the ware with its returning wash came 
and bore the ship within the rocks. Thereon most awful fear 
seized on all, for above their head was death with no 
escape ; and now on this side and on that lay broad Pontus 
to their view, when suddenly in front rose up a mighty 
arching wave, like to a steep hill, and they bowed down 
their heads at the sig^ht. For it seemed as if it must indeed 
leap down and whelm the ship entirely. But Tiphys was 
quick to ease her as she laboured to the rowing, and the 
wave rolled with all his force beneath the keel, and lifted 
up the ship herself from underneath, far from the rocks, 
and high on the crest of the billow she was borne. Then 
did Euphemue go amongst all the crew, and call to them 
to lay on to their oars with all their might, and they smote 
the water at hie cry. So she sprang forward twice as far 
as any other ship would have yielded to rowers, and the 
oara bent like curved bows as the heroes strained. In that 
instant the vaulted wave was past them, and she at once 
was riding over the furious billow like a roller, plui^ing 
headlong forward o'er the trough of the sea. But the 
eddying current stayed the ship in the midst of "the 
Clashers," and they quaked on either side, and thundered, 
and the ship-timbers throbbed. Then did Athene with her 
left hand hold the stubborn rock apart, while with her 
right she thrust them through upon their course ; and the 
ship shot through the air like a winged arrow. Yet the 
rocks, ceaselessly dashing together, crushed off, in passing, 
the tip of the carrM stem. And Athene sped back to 
Olympus, when they were escaped unhurt. But the rocks 
closed up together, rooted firm for ever; even so wna 
it decreed by the blessed gods, wheneo a man should have 
passed through alive in his ship. And they, I trow. 
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drew breath agajn after their chilling fear, as the^ gazed 
out upon the sky, and the expanse of sea spreading far and 
vide. For verilj they deemed tha.t they were saved from 
Hadea, and Tiphys first made harangue : " Methinks we 
have escaped this danger sure enough, we and the ship, 
and there is no other we have to thank so much as Athene, 
who inspired the ship with divine courage, when Argus 
fastened her together with bolts ; and it is not right that 
she should be cai^ht. Wherefore, son of ^son, no more 
fear at all the bidding of thy king, since OroA hath granted 
nis to escape through the rocks, for Fhineus, son of Agenor, 
declared that,after this, toils, easy to master, should be ours." 

Therewith he made the ship speed past the Bithynian 
coast across the sea. But the other answered bim with 
gentle words ; " Ah ! Tiphys, why comfort my heavy heart 
thus P I have sinned, and upon me has come a grievous 
blindness I may not cope with ; for I should have refused 
this journey outright at once when Pelias ordained it, even 
though I was to have died, torn ruthlessly limb from limb; 
but now do I endure ' ezceeding terror, and troubles past 
bearing, in deadly dread to sail across the chill paths of 
the deep, in deadly dread whene'er we land. For on all 
sides are enemies. And ever as the days go by, I watch 
through the dreary night, and think of all, since first ye 
mustered for my sake ; and lightly dost thou speak, caring 
only for thine ' own life, while I fear never so little for my- 
self, but for this man and for that, for thee and the rest of 
my comrades do I fear, if I bring you not safe and sound 
to Hellas." 

' dfKfiiua. Whether this reading ia what the poet originally wrote 
cannot now be ascertained; it has been lacilly accepted, and from the 
conteKt aeema to mean " I bear, nutain," but what aathorily there is 
for giving the word aach a meaning it is difficult to say. 

' (ijc for the 2nd person = rSc ofavrov. ilo for J^eio, 3rd person for 
1st, Tolo Eoi roil, much as we might say A and B, meaning any two in- 
definite persons, used as instances. 
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So Bp&ke he, makii^ trial of the chieftains ; but they 
cried out with words of cheer. And his heart was glad 
within him at their exhorting, and once more he epake to 
them outright, "Mj friends, your bravery makes me more 
bold. Wherefore now no more will I let fear fasten on 
me, eren though I must voy^e across the gulf of Hades^ 
since ye stand firm amid cruel terrors. Nay, since we have 
sailed from out the clashing rocks, I trow there will be no 
other horror in store such as this, if we surely go our way, 
following the counsel of Phineus." 

So spake he, and forthwith they ceased from such words, 
and toiled in rowing unceasingly, and soon they passed by 
Bbebas, that swiftly-rushing river, and the rock of Colone, 
and, not. long after, the Black headland, and, next, the 
mouth of the river Phyllis,' where aforetime Dipsacus 
received the eon of Athamas in his house what time he 
was flying, together with the ram, from the city of Ordho- 
menus; his mother was a meadow-nymph, and he loved 
not wanton deeds, but gladly dwelt with his mother by the 
waters of his father, feeding flocks upon the shore. And 
quickly they sighted and passed by his shrine, and the 
river's broad banks and the plain and Calpe with its deep 
stream ; and day by day, the calm night through, they bent 
to their unresting oars. As ploughing oxen do toil in 
cleaving a moist fallow-field, and the sweat trickles in great 
drops from their flanks and neck, and they keep turning 
their eyes askance from under the yoke, while the parched 
breath from their mouths comes ever snorting forth, and 
they planting their hoofs firmly in the ground go toiling 
on the livelong day ; like unto them the heroes tu^^ their 
oars through the brine. 

Now when the dawn divine was not yet come, nor yet 
was it exceeding dark, but o'er the night was spread a 

■ A river in BilliTiiik. 
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atreak of light, the hour when men arise and call it twilight ; ' 
in that hour they rowed into the harbour of the desert 
Thynian iele with laboured toil, and went ashore. And 
to them appeared the son of Leto, coming up from far 
Lycia, on hie way to the countleee race of the HyperboreanB ; 
and clustering locks of gold streamed down hia eheeka as 
he came ; and in his left hand he held hia silver bow, while 
about hia back was alui^ hia quiver from hia shoulders ; 
beneath his feet the ialaud quaked throughout, and ou the 
shore the waves suited up. And they were filled with 
wild alarm when they caught sight of him, and none dare 
gaze into the god's fair eyes. But there they stood with 
heads bowed low upon the ground, till he was far on his 
way to sea through the air ; then at last spake Orpheus, 
thus declaring his word to the chieftains, " Come now, let 
us call this island the sacred isle of Apollo, god of dawn, 
for that he was aeen by all passing over it at dawn, and let 
us sacrifice such things as we may, when we have raised 
an altar on the strand ; but if hereafter he grajit us a safe 
return to the land of Htemonia, then aur^y will we lay 
upon his altar the thighs o£ horned goats. And now, as ye 
may, I bid you win hia favour with the steam of aacrifice. 
Be gracious, O be gracious in thy appearing, prince ! " 

So spake he ; and some at once made an altar of shingle,* 
while others roamed the island in quest of fawns or wild 
goats if haply they might see aught of either, such beasts 
aa oft do seek their food in a wood'a depths. And for 
them the son of Leto found a quarry ; then with pious rites 
they wrapped the thigh bones' of them all in a roll of fat 

' aii^io), an adj. agreeing with vijf understood, i.e. tba grnj 
dawn, morning twilight. 

' Xffliaetv, i.e. small Btooei or pebbles sncb as can be grasped in tbe 
hftnd (xEip), i.t. Ibey made the best altar thejconid with the materials 
they could find. 

' ltir\6a iiripia. Cf. Horn. OdjsB. iil 4fiS, and paaiim. The thigh- 
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and burned them on the sacred altar, calling on the name 
of Apollo, god of daiTO. And they stood in a wide ring 
around the burning sacrifice, chantii^ this hymn to Phoebus, 
" Hail, all hail ! fair healing god ; " ' while the goodly son 
of (E&ger led for them their clear song on his Bistonian " 
lyre, telling how on a day beneath Farnaasus' rocty ridge 
lie slew the monster snake Delphine with hia bow, while 
yet a beardless youth, proud of his long locks. " O be 
gracious, ever be thy hair uncut,' my prince, ever free from 
hurt, for thus 'tis right. Only Leto herself, daughter of 
Cceus, fondles it in her hands." And the Corycian* 
nymphs, daughters of Fleiatus, oft took up the cheering 
strain, crying, " Hail, all hail ! " ' This then was the fair 
refrain they chanted to Phoebus. 

Now when they had celebrated ' him with soi^ and dance, 
they took an oath by the holy drink-offering, that verily 
they would help one another for ever in unity of purpose, 
laying their hand upon the sacrifice ; and still to this day 
there stands a temple there to cheerful TTnity, the temple 

faopei were specin!!}' reserved for sacrifice tu the godi ; thej were 
wrapped up in fat and Chen burnt, after which feBsting began. 

' "Itjirai^wi, probably connected with ido/iai, Apollo being the god 
of bealin);, do less than the sender of disease, as he is repreEented at the 
opening of the Iliad. Another etjmologj connects Che word with Vi]/tr, 
i.t. the darting god, from his archery, like infjSaXoc, but not «a well. 

" Thracian, the Biscones being a Thracian tribe. 

^ With this line cf. the epithet oxipaitoioK = "i'^i ^>' ansborn, a 
title of Apollo from bis long, flowing locks. 

* The Corycian cave is on Mount Parnassus. The Pleistus is a riier 
at Delphi 

' "IiJM literally = god saluted with the cry Ji) it). 

• /iJX^NW xepf 'J lio'lv- Here we have both song and dance specifloaUy 
mentioned, btufrequently/ioXirq is used alone to express both the chant and 
the rhythmic dance which always accompanied it; t^. in the Odyssee, 
Nausicaa's game at ball with her handmaids is described as fu>\TTi, 
which really means " anything done in time," and so often Uie combina- 
(iun of singing and dancing. 
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their own hands then built to the honour of a deity most 
potent. 

Now when the third day was oome, then did thej leave 
that eteep isle with a fresh west wind. Thence they sighted 
over against them the mouth of the river Sangarius,' and 
the fruitful land of the Marian dyni and the streams of 
Lycus and the lake of Anthemoisia, and by them they 
passed. And as they ran before the breeze, the ropes and 
tackling throughout the ship were shaken ; at dawn, for 
the wind dropped during the night, they were glad to 
reach the haven of the Acherusian headland, which rises 
up with steep beetling crags, facing the Bithynian sea; 
beneath it are rooted smooth sea- washed rocks, and round 
them the billow rolls and thunders loud, but above, upon 
the top, grow spreading plane trees. Further inland from 
this lieth a glen in the hoUow, where is the cave of Hades,' 
roofed in with trees and rocks, whence an icy blast, 
breathing always from the chill den within, ever freezeth 
the sparkling rime, that tliaws again beneath the noonday 
sun. Never spreads sUence o'er that grim ' headland, but 
there is a confused munnur of the booming sea, and of 
leaves rustling in the wind within. There too is the mouth 
of the river Acheron, which discharges through the head- 
land and falleth into the sea eastward; a hollow chasm 
brings it down from above. The Megarians of Niseea 
called it in after-times " Baviour of Mariners," when they 
were about to settle in the land of the Mariandyni. For 
lo ! it saved them and their ships when they were caught 
by a foul tempest. So now at once the heroes passed 

' A lijet of Phiygia. 

' This description of the c«Te of Hadei may be well compared with 
Vergil's ftccoant of the caverD of the SjbiL 

' 0!Kawpity, lie™, in its primary tense, " grii". »t«rn ;" 't "l^o oinies 
to m«an " sturdy, strong," in which BeoH Plato employs it in th« 
Bepnblic 
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through the Achenisian headland and aachored inside,' just 
as the wind was dropping. 

No long time,° I trow, could the slayers of Amycus, as 
report had told, anchor without the knowled^ of Lycus, 
lord of that mainland, or of the Mariandyni ; but they made 
«Ten a league with them on that aceount. And they wel- 
comed Polydeuces himeelf as he bad been a god, gathering 
from all sides, for long time had they warred bittwly 
against the OTerweeniug Bebryces. And so it was that 
at once witliin the balls of Lycus they made ready a feast 
that day with all good will, going to the city, and rejoiced 
their hearts with converse. 

And the son of iBson declared his lineage and the name 
of each of hia crew, and the commands of Peliaa, and how 
they were entertained by the women of Lenmoa, and all 
that they did in Cyzicus, city of the Doliones, and how 
they came to Mysia and Chios, where they left the hero 
HeracleB against their will; also he declared the message 
of OlaucuB, and told how they smote the Bebryces and 
AmycuB, and of the prophecies and misery of Phineus, and 
bow they escaped the Cyanean rodis, and met the son of 
Leto at the island. And the heart of Lycus was charmed 
at listening to his tale, and thus spake he amongst them 
all : " My friends, what a man is he whose aid ye hare lost 
in your long, long voyage to .^tes ! For well I mind seeing 
him here in the halls of my father Dascylus, what time he 
came hither afoot through the mainland of Asia, bringing 
the girdle of Hippolyte.'the warrior queen ; but me he found 

' fhtyTroi, i.e. ihey passed throngli the rarine at the mODth of the 
Acheron till they were behind the wall of rock, and so (liaunroi = 
ii-ovTiiu) facing' the back of it. 

■ i.e. the fame of Polydencea and the Argonauts, as public bene- 
■heton, had preceded them, and insured tliem a ready welcome from 
Ljcns and the Mariandyni, the hereditary enemies of Amycus and the 
Bebryces. 

' To fetch the girdle of Hippolyte, qneen of the Amazons, dangbter 
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-witli the down juet sprouting on mv chin. Then ' when our 
brother Priolaus was elain by the Mjsians, whom from 
that day forth the people mourn in piteous elegiee, he 
entered the lists with Titias the mighty, and vanquished 
him in boxing, a man who excelled all our young men in 
build and might ; and he dashed his teeth upon the ground. 
Moreover he subdued to my father Phrygians and Myslans 
together, who inhabit the lands nigh to ub, and took for 
bis own the tribes of the Bithjuians with their land, as 
far as the moutb of the Bbebas and the rock of Colone ; 
next the Paphlagonians, sprung from Pelopa, yielded with- 
out fight, all whom the black water of Billseus breaks 
around. But now the Bebryces and the violence of 
Amycus did separate me from. Heracles, who dwella afar, 
for they have long cut great slices from my land, till they 
set their boundaries at the water-meadows of the Hypius. 
Yet have they paid the penalty to you, and I trow that he, 
the son of Tyndarus, brought not death this day upon the 
Bebryces without the will of heaven, what time he slew 
yon man. Wherefore now whatso thanks I can return, 
that will I right gladly. For that is right for weaklings, 
when others that be stronger thaa them b^in to help 
them ; so with you all and in your company I charge 
DascyluB my son to follow ; ' and if he go, verily ye shall 
meet with friends on your voyage as far as the mouth of 
Thermodon itself. Moreover I will dedicate to the sons of 
Tyndarus ' a, temple high upon the Acherusiau bill ; to it 
r>{ the giant Briareus, was the ninth of the labours laid upon Heraclea 
by bis taak-m Biter Earyatliem. 

' ivl 6avovT0i, " at the time of the death," a frequent oss of iiri with 
the genit. Cf. iiri Kipov /JasiXtuoiToc = "'in che reign of Cyrus." 

" i.e, I will send my sod Daicjlus with jou ; his presence will insure 
you hospitable treatment as far as the Thermodon, voafi, " apart fVom 
this," i.e. over and above this. 

> The BODS of Tyndftrus, Castor and PoUui, were the special pro- 
tector* of sailors. 
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shall all sailors seek when they see it in the far distance 
o'er the sea ; yea, and hereafter will I set apart for them 
before the city, as for goda, fat lands on the well-tilled 
plain." 

So then, the livelong day, they took their pastime at the 
feaBt, but at dawn they went down in haBt« unto the ship, 
yea, and with them went Lycue too, bringing countless 
gifts to bear away, for with them was he sending from his 
house his son to fare. 

There the doom of his fate smote Idmon, son of 
Abas, most excellent seer ; yet could not his divining 
save him, for fat« led him on to die. For within the water- 
mead beside the reedy river lay a bosf, with white tusks, 
cooling his flanks and huge belly in the mud, a deadly 
monster, whereof even the nymphs that haunt the meads 
were afraid ; and no man knew of his being there, for all 
alone along the broad marsh he browsed. Nov he, the son 
of Abas, was paasii^ by the springs of that muddy river, 
when lo ! the boar leapt up from some unseen lair among 
the reeds and charged and smote him on the thigh, cutting 
sinews and bone right in twain. And with one bitter cry ' 
down fell he upon the ground, and his comrades flocking 
round cried o'er their smitten fellow. But Felens made 
one quick lunge with his hunting-spear at the boar as he 
darted in flight into the marsh, and out he rushed again 
to charge them, but Idas smote him, and with one grunt 
he fell grovellii^ about the sharp spear. And there they 
left him on the ground where he fell, and sorrowfully bare 
their swooning comrade to the ship, but he died in his 
companions' arms. 

So they stayed them from all thought of sailing, and 

abode in bitter grief for the burial of the dead man. Three 

full days they mourned, and on the fourth made him a 

' a^i KXay^ai;, " with on« sharp crj." Notice the tme foTC* of (be 

aorist excellently exemplified— 
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splendid funeral ; and the people, with Lycus their king as 
well, joined in the funeral ritea ; and at the graTe-side they 
cut the throats of coustleaa sheep, as is the meed of the 
departed. So in that land this warrior's caim was heaped, 
and upon it is a sign ' for those who may yet be bom to see, 
a 1(^ of wild olive such as ships are b'lilded of, which 
putteth forth her leaf a little below the Acherueian head- 
land. Tea, and if I must needs declare this also clearly in 
my song, PhtBbus bade the Bteotians, who came from Ifissea, 
worship him, nothing doubting, as the protector of their 
city, and found a town about that log of ancient olive ; 
but' these to-day do honour to Agamestor instead of Idmon, 
god-like son of ,£olua. 

Who next did die P that ' must I tell ; for yet again the 
heroes piled a barrow for a comrade dead. For verily there 
are yet two tombs of those two men to be seen. "Tis said 
that T^phys, son of H^nias, died, for it was not appointed 
him to voyage farther. Nay, a short iUness dosed there 
his eyes far from his fatherland,* while his company were 
burying the dead son of Abas. And bitter was the grief 
they felt at this cruel woe. For when they had buried him 
too beside the other there, they threw themselves down in 
their distress before the sea, closely wrapped from head to 
foot, and never a word they spake uor had they any thoi^ht 
for meat or drink, but sorrow mode their spirit droop ; for 
very far from their hopes was their return, and in their 

' arjiia, i.e. the monnm«nC to mark hi» grate. 

' I.;. PhixbnB comnmnded the NiuEuis to found a citj near the 
tomb of Idmon and paj bim bonour, but tliej id lapse of lime con- 
fused Idmou with AgameBlor, a oatiie hero, and worditppad the lattm- 
iustead. 

' yap iij — " 70U muBt know," introducing something new ; coUo- 
qnially we might say " to continue." ydp oin' = " for indeed," giying a 
reasoD for what has immediately preceded, i.e. " I shonid not have 
mentioned this fact unlesB . . . ." 

* tiffOTt = iv Bffy )(p6vt^f ** whilst." 
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an^ish would they have stopped from going a,nj further, 
had not Hera put exceeding courage in the breaat of 
AncEBUs, whom Aetjpalffia bare to Poseidon by the waters 
of ImbraauB ; ' for a right good steersman was he. So he 
did np anon, and spake to Feleus, " Son of MacniB, how can 
this be well to linger on in a strange land, n^lectf ul of our 
enterprise ? Jason hath in me, whom he is leading from 
Parthenie away to fetch the fleece, a man whose skill in 
war is only second to his knowledge of ships ; wherefore I 
pray you, let this fear forthe ship be short-lived. Tea, and 
there be others here, men of skill ; and whomso of these we 
shall set over the helm, none shall harm our voyaging. 
But quickly tell all this comfort out; then boldly rouse 
them t« a remembrance of their labour." 

So spake he, and the heart of the other went out to ' hJT" 
in gladness ; and anon, without delay, he made harangue 
in their midst, " God help us, sire ! why nurse we thus our 
grief in vain ? The dead, I trow, have died the death that 
fell to their lot, but there are amonget us, methinks, helms- 
men in our company, aye, plenty of them. "WLerefore 
delay we no more our attempt, but up to your work, cast- 
ing sorrow to the winds." 

To him the son of iCson made answer, much perplexed : 
" Sou of ^acuB, where then be these steersmen ? For they 
whom aforetime we boasted were men of skill, hang down 
their heads, more vexed at me than ever. Wherefore I fore- 
see a sorry fate for us as well as for the dead, if indeed it 
be our lot neither to come to the city of baleftil .3!etes, nor 
ever again to pass the rocks and reach the land of Hellas ; 
for here will a miserable doom hide us without fame, tiU 
we grow old for nought." So spake he ; but right speedily 

' A river Id Samos, formerly called Parthenius. 

' ipiiaro — iptftt, literally " I reach oat ; " perhaps our phrase " went 
out to " maj keep the meaning ; in connexion vith ytiBoainymr it means 
little more than "was exceeding glad, yearned for joy," 
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AncrauB toot upon Mm to steer the awift ship, for verily he 
was turned thereto by the promptiiig of the goddess. And 
After him arose Ei^^ua and Nauplius and Euphemua, all 
■ea^er for to steer. But these did they hold therefrom, for 
majiy of the crew would have Ancfeus. 

So they went ahoard on the twelfth day at dawn ; for 
lo ! a strong west wind did blow for them, and quickly they 
passed through the Acheron with rowing ; and, trusting to 
the wind, they shook out their sails, and so sped calmly on 
a goodly stretch under canvas. Quickly came they past 
the mouth of the river Callichoms,^ where, men say, the 
Kysean son of Zeus, what time he left the tribes of India 
\and came to dwell in Thebes, held his revels and led the 
■dajice before the cave, wherein he would sleep away the 
gloomy ' hours of sacred night, wherefore they who dwell 
around do call that river " Stream of fair dancing," and 
that cave "the Bedchamber,"' after him. 

Sailing thence they saw the tomb of Sthenelus,* son of 

' A ri'» in P&phlagonia sacred to Dioay»UB, beoauM be had held 
rerela here and danced. 

' AluiHinvs, " gloomy." either an ordinarj epithet of the darkness of 
-night, or possibly n-ith an allnaion to the secret mysteries of the opyta. 

' 'AuXiov — " resting-place." It seems better to giie an English 
-eqairalent for these Greek names ; otherwise the point of the appella- 
' lion is apt to be lost. 

* The tomb of Sthenelns, the sod of Aclor, is in Paphh^oDJa ; be had 
^ne with Heracles against the Amaxons, but had been Hoanded, end 
'Jiad died on the way home. His wraith now appears to the heroes, 
having been allowed bj the queen of Hadea to gaie a little space upon 
his fellow-men. 

' It is but a grim {Hctare the ancient Oreek poets draw of life in the 
other world. Everyone will remember the famons passage in Homer, 
-where Achilles' spirit declares that he would sooner be a bondman to a 
poor man on earth than lord it over all the souls in Hades. This passage 
iiere portrays the soul of another brave man craving, witli many tears, 
-the scanty boon of seeing for a moment men in the Besh aa be was once 
JiimMlf. 
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Actor, who on his way back from the bold fight with the 
Amazons — for thither had he gone with Heracles — died 
there upon the beach, of an arrow wound. So then they 
sailed on no further. For Peraephone herself sent forth 
the spirit of the son of Actor, at his piteous prayer, to gaze a. 
little on men of like passions with himself. So he took his 
stand on the summit of his tomb and watched for the ship, 
in form even as when he went to the war, and on his head 
shone his four-plumed helmet with the blood-red crest. 
And then he passed once more beneath the mighty gloom ; 
but they marvelled at the sight, and Mopsus, son of 
Ampycus, did prophesy, and bade them anchor there and 
appease the spirit with drink-offeringa. So they quickly 
furled the sails, and making fast the cables on the strand 
were busied about the tomb of Sthenelus, pouring libations 
to him, and offerii^ sheep as victims. Moreover they did 
build, besides pouring libations, an altar to Apollo, pro- 
tector of ships, and burnt sheep thereon; and there 
Orpheus dedicated his lyre, whence that place is called 
" the Lyre." 

Anon, as the wind blew strong, they went aboard ; and 
set the sail and made it taut to either sheet ; ' and Argo was 
carried at full speed to sea, even as when a falcon aloft 
through the air spreading his wings to the blast goes 
swiftly on his way, swerving not in his swoop, as he poises 
on steady pinions. And so they passed by the streams of 
Parthenius,' murmuring to the sea, gentlest of rivers, 
wherein the vii^in child of Leto doth cool her limbs in its 
lovely waters, whenso she aacendeth to heaven from the 
chase. Then speeding ever onward through the night 

' roSas, " Ihe sheets," t.e. ibe ropes by which tlie snils are (igbtened 
and slackened. 

' TIopdEviDia, i.t. the Muden's stream, so called becaase Artemis,' the 

virgin goddess, bathed therein, or because of Ihe pnreoess of its water. 
It is a river in PsphlBgonia, falling into the sea near tlie city SesaninB, 
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they sailed out past Sesamus and the steep EiTthinian 
hills, Crobialufl, aad Cromne, and wooded Cytonis, Nest 
after doubling Carambis, as the sun was rising, thej rowed 
all daj and all night too aloi^ a vaat stretch of sand. 

Anon they set foot on the soil of Asajria, where Zeus, 
tricked by his own promise, set down Sinope, daughter of 
Asopus, and granted her her virgin state. For verily he 
longed for her love ; so the great god promised to give her 
whatsoever her heart desired; and she in her eunoiag 
asked her ntaideuhood. So too did she beguile Apollo, 
eager for her love, and after them the river Halys ; nor did 
any man ever subdue her in love's embrace. There were 
dwelling even yet at that day the sons of noble Deimachus, 
prince of Tricce, Deileon and Autolycus and Phtogius, 
after they had wandered away from Heracles. Now these, 
when they marked the expedition of the chieftains, came 
forth to meet them, and told them truly who they were ; 
for they had no wish to abide there any longer, but went 
aboard the ship, soon as ever the dear ' south-wind blew. 
So in their company they sped before the swift breeze, and 
left the river Halys, and Iris, that flows hard by, yea, and 
that part " of Syria that these have formed ; and on that day 
they rounded the distant headland of the Amazons, that 
.shutteth in their harbour. 

There on a day the hero Heracles laid in ambush for 
Melanippe, daughter of Aretius, as she came forth ; and, 
in ransom for her sister, Hippolyte gave him her da^zUng 
girdle ; so he set her free unhurt. 

' ipyiaraj), from dpySt, " bright, shining," the iame word tbAt appears 
in the Homeiic apya^rrtK- Hence the wind that clean the ^j of 
-clouds and makes it bright, i^. the Sonth-irind. 

* rpixi"'-'' x6uv6e, " alluvial deposit " auub at most great riren irash 
down in their coune, e.ff. the Delta of the Nile is entiral; formed by the 
«srth bronglit down b^ the stream and depoaited at its month. In this 
caw the Ilalys and Iris hare formed what was called afterwards Leuco- 
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They then anchored in a bay behind the headland, at the^ 
mouth of the Thenuodon, for the eea was ming against, 
their going. This river hath no counterpart, nor ie there- 
any other that sendeth forth from itself upon the earth so- 
many streams. If a man should count ea«h up, there- 
would lack but four of a hundred.' Tet is there only one^ 
real spring, vMch cometh down from high mountains unto 
the land. Men say these are called the Amazonian moun- 
tains. Thence it spreads straight over a somewhat hilly 
country far inland, wherefore it hath a winding course, and 
ever it twists in different directions, wheresoever it can 
best find a flat country ; one branch far away, another near 
at hand ; and there be many of them, of whi<^ no man 
knoweth, where they lose themselves in the sand ; but it, 
mingling -with a. few openly, discharges its arching ' flood of 
foam into cheerless Pontus, And now would they have- 
stayed to do battle with the Amazons ; nor would they, I 
trow, have striven without bloodshed, for the Amazons are 
no gentle folk, and cared not for justice in their dwellings, 
on the plain of Doias ; nay, their thoughts were set on 
deeds of grievous violence, and the works of Ares ; for they, 
indeed, drew their stock from Ares and the nymph Har- 
monia, who bare these warrior daughters unto him, what 
time she won his love in the dells of the Acmonian grove ; 
but once more, from Zeus mayhap, came the breath of the 
dear south-wind. And Argo left the round headland 
before the wind, where the Themiscyrean Amazons were- 
doing on their harness. 

These dwelt not all together in one city, but were 
scattered over the land by tribes in three bodies ; apart 

• A curioiul; roandsboat wBj of laying that there are oinely-aix dis- 
tinct Btrcams, all starting, however, from one Bonree. 

' nipT^i' Sx'"!''- ^^ ^'^ reading be accept«<l, it means apparently the 
volume of water discharged by the river in foHming, arcbing billows into 
thewa. 
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were those over whom Hippolyte was then queen ; and 
apart dwelt the Lycastlee, and apart the Chadeaise, who 
hurl the epe&r. On the next daj, as night drew on, they 
came unto the land of the Chalybes. These ta>ke no thought 
for ploughing with oxen, nor for any planting of luBcioua 
fruit ; neither do they, strange folk, herd cattle in the 
dewy pasture. But cleaving open the fitubbom earth with 
her store of iron, they do take therefrom a wage to barter 
for food ; for them dawn never riseth without toil, but mid 
soot and flame and smoke ' they endure their heavy labour. 

Anon, after these, they doubled the headland of Zeus, 
the great father, and sailed safely by the land of the 
Tibareni. Here it ia that when the women bear children 
to the men, 'tis the men that throw themselves upon their 
beds and groan, with their head^ veiled, while the women 
tend them carefully with food, and get ready for them the 
bath they use after child-birth.' 

Next they passed the Holy mountain and land, wherein 
upon the hills dwell the Mossyn<:eci in wooden houses, and 
hence they have their name. Strange ia their justice; 
strange their ordinances. All that men may do openly, 
either among the people or in the market-place, all this they 
perform at home ; but all that we do in our houses, that 
do they out of doors in the midst of the streets, with none 
to blame. In love is there no modesty among this people, 
but like swine that feed in herds, caring not a jot for the 
presence of any, they lie with their women upon the ground. 
Now their king sitteth in a house of wood, high above the 
rest, and declareth just judgment to the throng of folk. 
Poor wretch t for if haply he do err at all in his judging, 
they keep him shut up that day without food. 

By these they paissed, and, rowing all day long, cleft 

' \iyvus ii properlj smoke with flame sboniag tliTOitgb it. 
* Travellen usert thst the exlraordinarj customs here alluded to as 
practited b; the Tibareni nay slill be witnessed amongst (he Chmeee. 
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their way, till thej were almost opposite to the isle of 
Ares, for towards dnak the light breeze failed. Already 
they saw one of those birds of Ares that haunt the isle 
come swooping through the air from above, which did 
stretch his pinions o'er the speeding ship and shoot against 
her a sharp feather, and it fell on the left shoulder of 
goodly OileuB ; and he let his oar fall from his hands, for 
he was wounded ; but they marrelled to see the feathered 
shaft. And Eribotes from his seat hard by drew forth the 
feather and bound up the wound, having loosed the baldric 
hanging from his own scabbard ; and lo ! there appeared 
another swooping down after the former, but the hero 
C^iuB, the son of Eurytus slew it, for he had ere this 
stretched his bended bow, and he shot a swift arrow at the 
bird, even as it flew above ; and it fell with a rush hard by the 
swift ship ; then amongst them spake Amphidamas, the 
son of Aleus : " Nigh to us is the isle of Ares ; be sure of 
that from seeing these birds with your own eyes. And I 
think that arrows will not help us much to disembark ; 
but let us provide some other counsel for our help, if haply 
ye mean to anchor here, mindful of the bidding of Phineus. 
For not even Herades, when he came to Arcadia, was able 
to drive away with hia arrows the birds that swam ' on the 
Stymphalian mere ; that saw I with mine own eyes. But 
he, shaking his rattling bronze armour in his hands, did 
raise a din upon a lofty height, and they were scared aCar, 
screaming in frightful terror. Wherefore now let us too 
devise some such plan, and I will tell you myself, since I 
have ere this thoi^ht upon it. Put on your heads your 
high-crested helmets, and half of you take turns at rowing, 
and the other half guard ' the ship with polished spears and 

' vXiiiitac, so called because thej ■wftm about the Stjinphalian lake 
in Arcadia, whence HerBctes had chased them. 

' opatTt, Ionic fiiture &om ApapicKm, i.e. from the notioii of joining 
comei that of roofing in the ahlp, aa it were, withapenthouie of shields. 
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bucklers. And at once raise a, mighty shout all together, 
that they may be scared by the uproar, from beiug unused 
thereto, aJid the nodding plumes and uplifted spears. And 
if we reach the island itself, then shout and raise a hideous 
din by smiting on your shields." 

So spake he ; and his helpful counsel pleased them all ; 
80 about their heads they put their brazen helmets, dread- 
fully flashing, and upon them waved the blood-red plumes. 
And part took turns at rowing, while the rest with sword 
and shield did guard the ship. As when a man doth roof 
a house with tiles, an ornament to his bouse and a defeuce 
gainst the raia, as one tile is fitted firmly on another ; so 
they covered in the ship with a pent-house of shields. And 
as the clash that goeth up from a warlike throng of men in 
motion, what time the lines of battle meet, even such was 
the sound that rose into the air on high from the ship. 
Nor could they see any of the birds the while, but when 
they drew nigh the island and smote upon their bucklers, 
forthwith those birds rose in thousands, fiying this way and 
that. As when the son of Cronos sends a heavy hailstorm 
from the clouds on city and houses, and they who dwell 
beneath them hear the rattle on their roofs and sit in 
silence, for the wintry season is not come upon them un- 
awares, but ere its coming have they made fast the roof ; 
even so the birds let loose on them a thick shower of shafts, 
as they darted high o'er the sea to the hills on the farther 
shore. 

What did Fhineus mean, (that must I tell,) in bidding 
the divine company of heroes anchor here ? or what help 
was to come to them at their desire? The sons of Phrixus 
had gone on board a Colchian ship, and were faring to the 
city of Orchomenus from Ma., at the direction of Cyttean 
iEIetes, that they might take imto themselves the boundless 
wealth of their father, for he, as he lay a-dyiiig, laid this 
journey on them. And very nigh were they to the island 
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on that day. But Zeua stirred up the mightj north-wind 
to blow, marking the wet path of Arcturue in the waves ; 
BO all day long he ehoob the leaves upon the mountains a 
little, blowing lightly on the topmost branches, but at night 
came he seaward in liia giant strehgth, roaring and attrring 
the billow with his breath ; and a dark mist veiled the sky, 
nor were the bright stars to be seen from the clouds, but a 
curtain of gloom settled over all. And they, the sons o£ 
Phriius, dripping and in terror of a fearsome death, were 
drifting thus before the waves. And the furious wind rent 
their sails, yea, and brake their ship in pieces, shaken as it 
was by the breakers. Then by heaven's guidance those 
four men seized hold upon a mighty beam, such as were 
scattered in plenty, after the wreck, held together by sharp 
bolts. And them did the waves and the breath of the wind 
drive in sore distress unto the island, within a little of death. 
Anon there burst on them a wondrous ' stonb of rain, and 
it rained over the sea and the island, and all the coast over 
against the island, where dwelt the haughty Mosaynoeci. 
And the onset of the wave hurled them, the sons of Fhrixus, 
together with the stout beam, upon the beach of the island 
in the gloom of night ; but at sunrise it ceased, that heaven- 
sent torrent, and quickly they drew nigh and met one an- 
other, and Ai^us first made harangue : — 

" By Zeus, who seeth all, we do entreat you, whosoever 
ye be, to be favourable and help ua at our need. For rough 
tempests, grievously bufEeting the sea, have scattered piece- 
meal the timbers of our shameful barque,' wherein we were 

' aBiafoTOt- EtTmol. i negst,, Sii^, ^mvai, i^. impossible for even 
gods to tel], i.e. mirrelkinsly great 

' aiutMiK tr^bt ^ " tlut sorrji ship ofanrs." .<£etes, wisking to get 
rid of ihe sons of Fbrixas, had encour^ed them to undertake their 
voyage to Orcbomeiiiu, but bad pnrpoself given them an uneeawt^thf 
ship IbBtthejmigbt be wrecked. He waaalVaid of them, became an oraele 
had warned him of dangers to come from bis own fiunily. Be failed to guess 
tbat Medea, not Cholciope and ber sons, was the real cwtte of danger. 
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deaving OTir way, on busmese bent. Wherefore now we 
implore you, if ye will hearken, give us some rag to wrap 
aj-ousd our akin and ta,ke ua hence, in pity for companiona 
in adversity. Yea, reverence suppliant strangers for the 
sake of Zeus, the god of atrangers and suppliants ; for we 
are both suppliants of Zeus and strangers. And, 1 trow, 
he hath Ms eye even upon us." 

Him in answer did the son of ^son question carefully, 
for he thought that the prophecies of Phineus were being 
a<!COinplished, " Anon will we provide all these things with 
good will. But come now, tell me truly, in what country 
ye dwell, and the business that bids you fare across the sea, 
and your own famous name and lineage." 

And Argus answered him in helpless misery, " Haply ye 
have heard yourselves even aforetime, 1 deem, and of a, 
surety, how one Phrisus, son of ^olus, came from Hellas 
unto Ma., — that Phriius, who came to the town of .3!etes, 
sitting astride a ram, the ram that Hermes made of gold ; 
yea, and even now might ye see the fleece fluttering on the 
rough branches of an oak. For afterwards, by the ram's 
own counsel, Fbrixus sacrificed him to Zeus, the son of 
Cronos, who helpeth fugitives,' before all other gods. Him 
did .Xetes receive into his house and gave to him his 
daughter Chalciope without gifts of wooing in the gladness 
of his heart. From these twain are we sprung. But be, 
even Phrixus, died long ago, full of years, in the halls of 
^etes ; and we, obeying our father's command, set out at 
once' to Orchom&nus to take the possessions of Athamas. 
And if, as thou sayest, thou hast a mind to learn our name, 
lo ! this man is called Cytisorus, and this Phrontis, and 
that Melaa, and me myself shall ye call Argus." 

So spake he ; and the chieftains were glad at the meet- 
ing, and they crowded round them in wonder. But Jason 

' ^viioC' Zeiu was wonbipped undeF tbis title amooggt the Thea- 
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agaia made answer thus, as was fitting: "Why, lo! ye 
come as kinsmen ' of my father and b^ our Mndly aid in 
your wretchedness. For Cretheus and Athamas were 
brothers ; and I, the grandson of Cretheus, am on my way 
with these my comrades from Hellas itself into the city of 
iBetes. But we will speak of these matters yet ^aiu to 
each other ; but first put on raiment ; for by heaven's 
guidance, I ween, have ye come to my hands in your 
need." 

Therewith he gave them raiment from the ship to put 
on. And at once thereafter made they for the temple of 
Ares, to offer sacrifice of sheep, and right e^;erly they set 
themselves about the altar, which stood outside the roofless 
temple, built of pebbles ; within is a black stone planted, 
the holy stone whereto in days gone by all the Amazons 
did pray, nor was it lawful, when these did come from the 
mainland opposite, to bum sacrifices of oien and sheep 
upon this altar, but they kept great herds of horses and 
sacrificed them. Now when the heroes had done sacrifice 
and eaten the feast they had prepared, then did the son of 
.£8on take up his parable and begin to speak : " Zeus hath 
still his eye on all things, I trow ; and of a surety we men 
escape not his ken, those of us who be god-fearing, nor yet 
those who be just ; for even so he rescued your father from 
a murderous st«p-mother,' and gave him boundless wealth 
away from her ; and even so hath he also rescued you un- 
hurt from the destroying storm. And ye may fare upon 
this ship this way or that, whither ye list, either to ^a, or 
to the rich city of goodly Orchomenus. For 'twas Athene 

' yvuToi = avyytvtle. The relmtioiuhip cornea thus i CretheoH and 
AthsLiaas were brothers. Ssaa was the bod of Cretheus, Jason the son 

o{MtoD. Fhrixus was the ion of Athamas, Argus the son of Fhrixiu. 
Juon and Argus were therefore cousins. 

* 0c>f oiD fiijrpviqc, " murder by » stepmotbtr," >.«. Ino, who was 
jealous of her slep-childreo. 
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that built this ship and cut with brazen axe her timbers 
about the peak of Pelion ; and with the goddess worked 
Argus. But that ship of yours hath the ai^ry wave riven 
asunder, or ever she came nigh to the rocks wMch clash to- 
gether the livelong day in the sea's narrow channel. But 
come now, even ye, and help us in our struggle to bring the 
fleece of gold to Hellaa, and be our pilots, for I am sent to 
make full atonement for the attempted sacrifice 'of Phrixus, 
that stirred the wrath of Zeus gainst the sons of iBolus." 

So spake he to cbmfort them, but they would none of it 
when they heard ; for they thought they would find .^tes 
no gentle host, if they desired to take the ram's fleece. 
Thus spake Ai^a, sore vexed that they were bent on such 
a quest, " My friends, the strength that is in ue shall never 
be withheld from helpii^ you, no, not one jot, when any 
need arise. But terribly is .^t«s furnished with deadly 
cruelty. Wherefore I do greatly fear to voy^e thither. 
He avows him ' to be the son of HeUos, and around him 
dwell countless tribes of Colchians, and he might match 
even with Ares his dread war cry and mighty strength. 
Yea, and 'twere no easy task to take the fleece away from 
.^tes ; so huge a serpent keepeth guard around and about 
it, a deathless, sleepless snake, which earth herself did rear 
in the wolds of Caucasus, by the rock of Typhon, where 
they say Typhon, smitten by the bolt of Zeus, the son of 
Cronos, what time he stretched out his strong bands against 
him, did drop warm gore from his head ; and he came with 
this wound to the mountains and plain of Nysa ; where to this 
day he lies, deep beneath the waters of the Serbonian ' mere. " 

' i.e. Feliw bad sent Juoo wtenBibly to fetch the golden fleece, for 
tn OT&de had i&id that there shoDld be no peace for the eons ofiEuluB 
until the fle«c« was broagihl to Iokho», for Zens wm irrolh at the treat- 
ment Phrixua had receiTed; SuqXdc tpliotc is therefore — the attempted 
aacrifice of Ffarixui. 

' oTlttTai, lAt.Jactare, " aTowa himaelf, boasts." 

> " The Serboniaa lake " Ii near Peliuium in 'Bgjpt. 

^ '.oogic 
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So spake he ; and o'er the cheek of umny did paleness 
spread at once, when they heard the greatness of their 
laboiir. But Peleus quickly answered and said, with brave 
words, " Be not so exceeding fearful at heart, my tniaty 
friend.' For we are not so wanting in valiancy, as to be no 
match for a bout in anna with .^ietes ; nay, methinks wet 
too came hither knowing somewhat of war, for we are near 
in blood to the blessed gods. Wherefore if he give us not 
the fleece of gold for love, I trow his tribes of Colchians 
shall not much avail him." 

Thus did they hold converse together, until, satisfied 
with food, they fell asleep. And when they woke at dawn, 
a gentle breeze was blowing ; so they set the sails, which 
did strain before the rushing wind ; and swiftly they left 
the isle of Ares on the lee. 

On the following night they passed the isle of ^ilyra,' 
where Cronos, son of Uranus, lay with Philyra, having 
deceived Bhea, when he ruled the Titans on Olympus, and 
that other, Zeus, was yet being reared in a cave in Crete by 
the Idtean Curetes ; but the goddess caught them in the 
midst of their dalliance ; and he sprang up and sped away 
in the semblance of a horse with flowing mane, but she, 
that child of Oceanus, Philyra, left that country and those 
haunts in shame, and came to the distant hUls of the 
Pelasgi, where she bare to him in return for his love huge 
Ohiron, half horse, half god in appearance. 

Thence they sailed on past the Macrones and the bound- 
less coast of the Becheiri, and the lawless Sapeira, and the 
Byzera next to them ; for ever onward they cleft their way 

' ^9tii, moBtlj an address of respect hj a younger man to an elder, 
though often, as here, the address of one itiend to anolber. 

' So called (rom Fhil;ra, the daughter of Oceanas, who lived there. 
Cronos, when be ruled OTsr the Titaos, formed a connexion with PMIttb, 
but being diacoTered bj his irife Rhea, h« changed hinuelf into a stallion 
and fled, white Fhilyra retired to Ihetsalf and ttiere gave birth to Chiron 
the Centaur, who was half man, half horse,' 
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in haste, borne forward by the gentle win3. And aa they 
sailed, there came in sight a bay of the sea, and before 
them rose np the ateep cliffs of the Caucasian mountains, 
where Prometheus was feeding with his bver an ea^le, 
swooping back again and ^ain, hie limbs fast bound to the 
hard rocks with bands of brass, unbreakable ; that ec^le 
did they see at eve skimming r^ht above the ship with 
loud rush of wings n^h to the clouds, and yet he made all 
the aailB to shake as he flapped his pinions. For he had 
not the form of a bird of the air, but, when he moved his 
swift feathers, they were like to polished oars. And no 
long time after, they heard a bitter cry, as the liver of 
Prometheus was torn, and the welloD rang with his screams, 
until B^in they marked the savage eagle soaring on his 
way from the mountain ; and at night, by the skill of 
Ai^uB, came they to the broad stream of the Phasia, and 
the uttermost ends of the eea. 

Anon they furled and put away the sails and the yard- 
arm within the hollow mast-hold, and they let down the 
mast too along the deck, and quickly rowed into the river's 
broad current ; and he dashed all round them, yet gave 
way. Upon their left hand they kept steep Caucasus and 
the Cytrean town of Ma^ and next the plain of Ares and 
that god's sacred grove, where the serpent keepeth watch 
And ward o'er the fleece as it hangs on the oak's rough 
branches. Then did the son of .£son with his own hand 
pour a libation sweet as honey, of unmixed wine, from a 
golden chalice into the river to Earth and the gods of that 
land,' and the spirits of heroes dead uid gone ; and he be- 
sought them to be his kindly helpers graciously, and to 
allow a fair anchoring of the ship. And forthwith Ancceus 

* iwiunuf =: lyxt^piotti *' g'''^^ "^ ^^e countrj ;" a precantioa usiul 
AmoDgat Greeks to sacrifice to tbe gods and heroes of an; uev country 
in which tbey might find themselves. In the same waj Alexander of 
Mscedon went oat of his wu? to sscrigce lo Zeus Ammon. 

I, '.oogic 
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Bpake this word amoDget them, " Lo ! ire are come to the 
Colchian laud and the stream of- PhasiB -, 'tis high time to 
make plana for oureelTes, whether indeed we will try .^!et«B 
with gentleness, or whether haply some different attempt 
ahall win the day," 

So spake he ; and Jaeon, by the advice of Ai^s, bade 
them row the ship into a shaded backwater' and let her ride 
at anchor in deep water, and that they found close by ; 
so there they bivouacked for the night ; and no long time 
after appeared the dawn to their longing eyes. 

' VXoc = propcfly " B marsh, water meadow," but this scarcely fits the 
context } possibly " a backwater " is meant. Here they would run less 
risk of being ob«erired. 
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AEGUMBNT. 

Hera and Athene persuade AphroHile to send Eros to Madea. Meao- 
time Jason uomes to JEeM), kinji; of ColchU, and begs the fleece ; bat 
the kin^ was exceeding wroth, and set him great labours to perform, 
namel;, to joke two fire-breathing balls, and «ow the dragon's teeth 
upon Ares' acre, and then to sla; the earth-born gianta who should rise 
o'er the lea. 

But Medea is iu love with Jason, and gires him drugs to tame those 
bnlls, telling him how to accomplish all. Wherefore Jason finished the 
appointed task, to the grief and wonder of .fetes. 
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COME QOT, Erato.' stand at my side imd tell, how Jason 
brought the fleece hence to lolchos hj the love of 
Medea. For thou too hast a share in all that the GTprian 
queen decrees, and bj thy cares doat charm maidrais yet 
unwed ; wherefore is joined to thee a name that tells of 
love. 

Thus those chieftains abode in their ambush, unseen 
among the thick reeds, and the goddesses, Hera and Athene, 
were ware of them ; ao they came unto a chamber, apart 
from ZeuB himself and the other immortal gods, and took 
counsel tc^ether ; and first did Hera make trial of Athene : 
" Do thou now first be^ with thy plan, daughter of Zetis. 
What is to be done ? wilt thou devise some crafty wile, 
whereby they shall take the golden fleece from .^!etes and 
cany it to Hellas, or shall they haply persuade him with 
gentle words and so prevail F For surely he is terribly 
haughty. And yet it is not right that any attempt of ours 
should be turned aside." 

So spake she ; and Athene answered her at once ; " I was 
even pondering these very things myself, Hera, when thou 
didst question me outright ; but not yet, methinks, have I 

' '^lorw, the UoM of dmndng. The name of tUa Unte M first sight 
Menu intmdorad hers merely to bring in ft weak pUy upon words — !pus, 
'fyarA, Mtparov. But u thi* third book i» to relate Jaaon'« wooing and 
winnii^ of H«dea, there is k certain apjavpriatanns in an addrem to 
the Hose who presided oTer such fsstiiitiea m were ODslomary at 
wedding*, tpani rocat. = 'Epardi AtCice. 
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devised a plan to help those chieftains brave, though many 
are the schemes my mind revolves." 

Therewith those goddesses fixed their eyes upon the 
ground before them, pondering eeparately in their hearts. 
Anon, when she had thought thus awhile, Mer& broke the 
silence : " Let us hence to Cypris ; and, when we are come, 
let us both urge her to speak unto her boy, if haply he can 
be persuaded to shoot an arrow at the daughter of ^etes, 
mighty sorceress, and bewitch her with love of Jason. 
For, methinks, he would by her helping counsel bear the 
Beece to Hellas." 

So spake she ; and her sa^e plan pleased Athene, and 
once more she answered her with winning words : " Ah ! 
Hera, my sire b^at me to kJow nought of the darts of 
love, nor wot I of any magic spell of desire. Sut if this 
word pleaseth thee thyself, surely I will follow ; but thou 
must speak when thou comest before her." 

Therewith went they darting to the great house of Cypris, 
the house which her lord of the strong arms had builded 
for her, when first he brought her from Zeus to be his 
bride. So they entered the courtyard and stood beneath 
the corridor that led to her chamber, where the goddess 
used to make ready the couch of Hephfestus. But he had 
gone to his smithy' and anvils at dawn, a cavern vast 
within a floating island, wherein he would forge all manner 
of cujming work with the blast of fire ; so she was sit- 
ting alone in her house on her rounded chair, facing the 
door, and she was combing her hair with a golden comb, 
letting it cover her white shoulders on either side, and she 
was in the act of plaiting her long tresses when she saw them 
before her, and stopped; and she bade them enter, and 
arose from her throne and made them sit on seats ; then. 
sat she down herself and bound up her uncombed hair 

' Hephsatug* foi^e WHS said to be in Lipiir*,oQeof the isles of .£o1ds, 
not far from Sicily. 
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witli her two hands. And thus with a, Bmile she spake to 
them in wheedling words, " Fair ladies, what purpose or 
business doth bring jou hither after so long a time ? and 
why are ye twain come that came not very often aforetime 
to visit me ? for ye are far above all other goddesses." 

Thus then did Hera answer her in turn ; " Thou dost 
mock us ; but the heart of us twain is stirred by sore mis- 
chance. For even now in the river Phaais the son of ^son 
stays his ship, and those others who come with him to 
fetch the fleece. Verily for them all do we fear exceedingly, 
since their work ia nigh, but most of all for the son of 
^son. Him will I save, though he sail even to Hades, to 
free Ision' there below from his fetters of brass, so far as 
there is any strength in my limbs, that Feliaa ma^ not 
mock if he escape his evil doom ; he who in his hai^htinesa 
left me without my meed of sacrifice. Tea, and, beyond all 
that, Jason was ever dear to me aforetime, from that day 
when he met me at the mouth of the swollen Anaurus, as 
he came up from hunting, and I did test the righteousness 
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waA awe-stmicb at seeing Hera, ask a, favour of her, and 
she answered her with kindly words, " Dread goddess, may- 
nought .worse than Cypris ' ever come to thee, if I neglect 
thy desire in word or deed, so far as these weak hands can. 
effect aught ; and let me have no thanks in return." 

So spake she ; and Hera once again made prudent speech : 
" We come not to thee through lack of might or strength 
at all. But, as thou canst, softly hid thy hoy bewitch the 
daughter of ^etes * with passion for the son of .ffison. For 
if she do help him with friendly counsel, lightly, I trow, 
will he take the golden fleece and return to lolchos ; for she 
is very crafty." 

So spake she; and Cypris said unto them both, " Hera, 
and Athene, he will obey you rather than me. For shame- 
less as he is, haply will he hare some little r 
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Cytherea, and distreBS not thyself at all, nor wrathfully Btrive 
with thy child, for he shall cease tormenting thee hereafter." 
Therewith ehe left her seat, and Athena went with her. 
So they twaon went back i^ain, and Cjpris too went on her 
way throi^h the wolds of Olympus, to see if she coald find 
her son. And she found him far away in a blooming 
orchard of Zeus, not alone, but Gbnymede waa with him ; 
he it was whom Zeus on a day brought to dwell in heaven 
with the immortals, eager for his beauty. And those 
twain were sporting with golden dice, as youths alike in 
habitfi will. Now the one, even greedy Eroa, held the palm 
of his left hand quite full already beneath his breast as he 
stood there upright ; and a sweet blush was mantling on- 
the skin of his cheeks ; but the other sat crouching near in 
moody silence, and he held two dice, casting one forth upon 
the other, where he sat, and he was angered at the loud 
laughter of Eros. Nov when be had lost these at once as 
well as the first, away be went with empty hands, helpless, 
and he was not ware of Cypris as she drew nigh ; so she 
stood iannng her child, and at once, laying her hand upon 
his mouth, she spake to him: "Thou monstrous rogue, why 
laughest thou P surely thou didst cheat him, poor dupe, at 
tbat game, and thou didst not fairly get the better of him. 
But come now, accomplish readily the business I shall tell 
thee of, and verily I will give thee that fair plaything, 
which his fond nurse, Adresteia, made for Zeus, in the 
cave of Ida, while he waa yet a little child, a ball well- 
rounded, than which thou canst get no fairer toy from the 
hands of Hepheestus. Of gold are his circles fashioned,' 

' The dracrlption of the ball is rather pazzling on account of the 
numeroQi tllnuon« to the Muni in it. nicXo = the pieces of which the 
ball i>a« made ; oifiific an the ftsteninga vhich hold it together i 
po^f are the ititcbec of theee fhsteniDgs ; while ivrer and around all the 
ftateninga nins a ipiral (iXif) of bloc, not a* a fastening, but as an orna- 
ment to the whole work. 
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and rotmd each ruunetlL a double {asteniug, holding them 
together, but the seams thereof are hidden, for a blue 
spiral runneth over them all. And if thou tosB It in thy 
hnudfi, it sends a track of flame through the air, like a star. 
Tea, this will I gire thee, but do thou ahoot at the daughter 
of .^tes and bewitch her with We for Jason, and let 
there be no delay, for then would the gratitude be 
fainter." 

So spake she ; and 'twas a welcome word to him when 
he heard. Down he threw all his toys, and caught hold of 
the goddess's robe with both hands eagerly on either side. 
And he besought her instantly to give it him at once ; but 
she met him with gentle words, and drew his cheek to hers 
and put her arms round him and kissed him, answering : 
" Be witness' now thine own darling head and mine, that I 
will surely give it thee, and will not deceive thee, if thou 
fix thy shaft in the heart of the daughter of ^etea." 

Thus she ; and he gathered his dice together, and, after 
cotmting them all carefully, cast them into the fold of his 
mother's bright robe. Next he slung about him with a 
belt of gold his quiver, which was han^^g on a tree- 
trunk, and he took up his bended bow, and went on his 
way from the halls of Zeus through the fruitful orchard. 
Then came he forth from the heavenly gates of Olympus, 
where ia a path down from heaven; for the world's two 
poles, the highest points on earth, whereon the sun at his 
rising rests with his earliest rays, uphold steep mountain- 
tops ; while below, on the one side, Earth, the life-giver, 
and the cities of men, and sacred river-streams, and, on 
the other, hills and sea all round appeared to him, as he 
passed through the wide upper air. 

Now the heroes sat in council on the ship's benches, in 
their ambush apart, in a backwater of the river. And 

' i.e. I swMir by myself end by tbe lova I bear ;ou. 
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amongEt them the Bon of ^son Mmeelf was speaking, 
while thej, eittiDg quietly in their place in order, did listen : 
"My friends, surely I will tell you what seems good to me 
myself; but 'tis for you to bring it to pass. For aU alike 
share this quest, and all alike can speak ; and he who 
silently withholds his purpose and counsel, let him know, 
that 'tis he and he alone who robbeth this expedition of its 
return. Do ye others abide here quietly in the ship with 
your arms ; but I will go to the halls of .^tes, taking the 
sons of Phriius and two comrades as welL And when 1 
meet him, 1 will first see what words may do, whether he 
be willing to give ua the golden fleece for love, or, if ' he 
will not, but, trusting to his might, will not heed our 
quest. For thus of himself shall we learn his itl-will afore 
and devise, whether to meet him in the field, or whether 
there shall be some other plan to help us, if we restrain our 
battle-cry. But let us not deprive him of his possession 
thus by force, till we have tried what words can do. Nay, , 
'twere better first to go and conciliate him with words. 
Full oft, I wis, hath a word easily accomplished at need, 
what might would scarce have won, in that it seemed 
soothing. Tea, and this man too once welcomed gallant ' 
Phrisus as he fled from the wiles of a step-mother and the 
sacrifice' his father had prepared. For all men in all lands, 
even the most shameless, do reverence and regard the 
ordinance of Zeus, the god of strangers." 

So spake he ; and forthwith the yonng men agreed to the 
word of the son of ^soa, and there was not one who could 
bid him do otherwise. So then he roused the sons of 

' yi mu oi. The lai shows tJiBt the speaker do«3 not anticipnie thut 
.Setes will give np the fleece for love. 

» dfiu/iowi, purelj an " epilheton ornans," n-ithout any reference to 
the man's moi^ character or attributes, much as we say " mj hunourable 
friend," " rhe noble lord," &c. 

■ i.e. the sacrifice of his own son and daughter. 
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PhrisuB and Telamon aud Aogeas to go with him ; and in 
hie band be toot the wand of Hermes ; ' and anon forth 
thej went from the ship, bejond the reeds and wat«r, 
toward the country over a rising plain. This, they say, is 
called the plam of Ciroe, and on it were growing in rows 
many willows and oaiers,' on whose branches hang dead 
men, bonnd with cords. For to this day 'tis an abomina- 
tion to Colcbians to bum the corpses of men with fire; 
nor is it lawful to lay them in the earth, and heap a caim 
above them ; but two' men must roll them up in hides un- 
tanned, and fasten them to trees afar from the town. And 
yet the earth getteth an equal share with the air, for they 
bury their women folk in the ground; for such is the 
custom they have ordained. 

Now as the heroes went through the city, Hera, with 
friendly int«nt, shed a thick mist on them, that they might 
reach the house of .Sletes, unseen by the oountless Colchian 
folk ; but straight when they were come from the plain to 
the city and house of .^tes, then again did Hera disperse 
the cloud. And they stood at the entrance, astonied at the 
king's fenced walls and wide gat«s and columns, which 
stood in rows upholding the walla ; and above the house 

' aKijirrpov 'Epfiiiaa, This wand had been CDtrosted in the oatset to 
tbe herald ^thalidea ai the badge of his sacred office — its preeence 
would insure (be sofetj of (be bearer. 

' Cnrioua ca^loms of (he Colcfaians, who do not bury men, bnt taaig 
their corpaes on trees. UoweTer, not to cheat tbe earth of ita doe, they 
resign to it tbe dead bodies of women ; by which means they ooiwider 
that earth and air are both satisfied. 

' lanAiaayTt. If this reading is the true one, it seeros an extraor- 
dinary introdoction of an nnnsnal nomber, tii., the dual. This number 
baa not been previously used in tbis connexion, and the only poasible ex- 
planation of its meaning (" that two men wrap up each corpse ") seems 
exceedingly strained, to say the least of it. Many editions, prefions to 
Wellaoei, read urtiXwavric, with an absolata diaregard of metre ; the 
dual has now been gnbstitntid for the plural by eobseqaent editors, bnt 
it is difficnk to belieTC that Apotlonins wrote it so. 

Coogk 



L. 197.24:6.] THB AROOHAXmCA. 107 

was a coping of stone resting upon triglypha ' of bronze. 
Then vent they quietly otct the threshold. And nigh 
thereto were garden-vines in full blossom, shooting on 
high, and covered with green young foliage. Beneath 
them flowed those four eternal springs, which Hephfestus 
digged, whereof the one did gush with milk, another with 
wine, while a third flowed with h^g^ant unguents, and the 
last gave a stream of water, which was warm at the setting 
of the Pleiads, and in turn at their rising spouted up cold 
as ice from the hollow rock. These were the wondrous 
works that crafty Hephtestus did devise in the halls of 
Cyteean .Sletes, And he fashioned for him buUs with 
brazen feet, and mouths of brass, wherefrom they breathed 
the fearful blaze of fire; yea, and he forged for him 
besides a plough of stout adamant, all of one piece, in re- 
turn for the kindness of fielios,' for he had taken bim up 
in his chariot, when he was weary at the battle on Phlegra's 

Next was builded the inner court; and in the walls 
thereof on either side were close-folding doors and rooms ; 
and all along both walls ran a corridor of carved work ; 
and across at either end stood higher buildings ; in one of 
these, which towered over all, dwelt king .^tes with his 
wife, and in the other hved Absyrtus,' son of .^tes, whom 
Ast«rodia, nymph of Caucasus, bare, ere that Eidyia be- 
came his wedded wife, last-bom child of Tethys and 
Oceanus ; him the sons of the Colchians did call by the 
name of Phaethon, for he outshone all the young men. 

' y\ip!fi, prpperly " the notch of an urow " which fits on the utring, 
here = rpiyXu^i, which in Doric architectnre ia the three-grooved tablet 
placed at equal distances along' the Trieze. 

' Helio^ the Sun-god, fatherof .fetes and Circe, look up Hephtestne, 
who owing to hi* iBmenesa was tired, and carried bim in his chariot 
away from the plain of Phlef^ in Thrace, where the giantg had done 
battle with the god*. 

' Also called Phaethon. 
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But the servants and the two daughters of ^etes, Chal- 
dope' and Medea, had the other rooms. Now they found 
Medea going from chamber to chamber in quest of her 
sister ; for Hera had kept her at home, though aforetime 
she came not very often into the house, but all day long 
was busied at the temple of Hecate, for 'twas she that 
was priesteBB of the goddess. And when she saw them 
near, she cried out, and quickly did Chalciope hear, and 
the maid-servants threw down at their feet their yam and 
thread, and came ruuuing out all together. But Chalciope, 
when she saw her sons with those others, lifted up her 
hands for joy, and so too did they greet their mother, and 
embraced her for joy when they saw her. And thus spake 
she through her sobs : " So then, after all, ye were not to 
wander very far, leaving me in my anguish'; but fate 
hath turned you back. Ah ! woe is me ! what a desire for 
Hellas did ye feel, prompted by some pitiful infatuation, 
at the bidding of your father Phrixus ! who dying did 
ordain bitter sorrow for my heart. Why should ye go to 
the city of Orchomenus, whoever this 0T<dtomenu3 is,' for 
the sake of the goods of Athamas, leaving your mother 
behind in her sorrow P " 

So spake she ; and last of all came .^etes forth to the 
door, and forth came Eidyia in person, wife of .^etes, when 
she heard Chalciope ; and anon that whole courtyard was 
filled with a throng. Thralls in crowds were busy now, 

' Elder d&ughler of Metes, aisler of Medea ; sbe had teen married to 
Phrtxus, now dead, and had eeTeral Bona, who were now in the company 
of Jason. 

' itriltty here, aa infra, iii. S98, aatifiign injou, is capable of two 
meanings, (I) — d^i-ri^nuc, "carelessly, withont a thought," (3) = 
iroXvKiiltiait, " in an^sb." In the fint case it would refer to the aona 
of Chalciope ; in the second, which is rather favoured bj the position of 
the words, to Chalciope herself. 

' " Whoever Chia Orchomenns is." Id her biUerness she purposoly 
assumes that Orchomenns is a man, not a city. 
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some about a mighty bull, while others were cleaving dry 
wood with the aze, and others were beating at the fire 
water for bathe, and there was none who ceased from toil, 
in obedience to the king. 

Meantime Eros went through the clear air unseen, con- 
fusing them, as when the gad-fly ariseth against grazing 
heifers, the fly which herdsmen call the goad of cattle. 
Quickly within the porch, beneath the lintel, he stretched 
his bow and drew from his quiver a shaft of sorrow never 
yet used. Then did he pass unseen across the threshold 
with hasty steps, glandng quickly round, and gUding close 
past the son of .^Bon himself, he laid the notch of the 
arrow on the middle of the bow-string, and drawing' it to 
the head with both hands he let it fiy stra^ht against 
Medea ; and speechless amaze took hold upon her. But 
he sped away again from the high-roofed hall, laughing 
loudly. And the shaft burnt beneath the maiden's heart, 
like a flame, and ever she kept darting glances toward the 
son of .^son, and her heart wae wildly beating in her 
breast in distress, ani she remembered nought but him, 
and her soul wae melting with sweet sorrow. As when 
some poor workwoman hath strewn dry chips about a 
blazing brand — one whose business is to spin wool — that 
she may make a blaze at night beneath her roof, waking 
exceeding early ; which darting up wondrously from the 
tiny brand dotJi consume all the chips with itself ; even so 
love in his might," couched beneath bet heart, was burning 
secretly; and her soft cheeks would pale and blush by 
turns, in the angnish of her soul. 

Now when the thralls had made ready food for them, 

' i.i. drawing it to the full, when the arms would be wide apart. 

" ouXoc, by some said to be a luiant form in poet3 of ii\a£, — Lat. 
totas, i.e. " the god in all bis might," which meaning it carlainly bears 
in tome conteiti. Others make it = iXoos, as a^X^/icvoc, Epic for 
AXa;itvo£, i.e. " deslructiie, baleful." 
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&nd thej had washed themselreB in warm baths, gladlj 
did thej take their fill of food and drink. Then did 
^etea question the sons of hia daughter, addreaaiog them 
with these words : " Sons of my daughter and of Fhrixus, 
whom I honoured above all atrangers in our halla, how 
came je back again to X» ? did some misfortune come be- 
twixt you and your safety, preventing you ? Ye hearkened 
not to me when I set before you the measure of the voya^. 
For I knew it that day I whirled along in the car of Helios, 
my father, when he was bringing my sister Circe into the 
land of the west,' and we came to a headland of the Tyr- 
senian mainland, where she dwelleth even now, very far 
from the Colchian land. What pleaaure, though, have I in 
telling hereof ? Come tell me plainly what befell you, or 
who these are who bear you company, and whence ye have 
come from your hollow ship." 

Somewhat afeard was Argus for the expedition of the 
son of ^Eon when he queationed so straitly, but he 
before hia brethren made a gentle anawer, for he was the 
eldest: "^et«s, that ship of ours did r^ing winds soon 
wreck; but the wave cast us up, as we crouched on 
timbers, on the dry land of the isle of Enyalius, in the 
dead of night, for some god aaved us. For not even were 
the birds of Ares roosting on that desert Isle, which were 
there aforetime, nor did we find them any more. But 
these men had driven them away, when they came forth 
from their ship on the previous day, and the mind of 
Zeus or some ch^ce kept them there, in pity for us ; for 
at onoe they gave us food and raiment in plenty, after 
hearing the famous name of Phrixua and of thee thyself, 
for to thy city were they faring. If thou wouldst surely 
know their business, I will not hide it from thee. A 
certain king, eager to drive yonder man far from hia 

■ i.e. laTy. 
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country and hie goods, for that he excelled very greatly in 
his m^ht aU the sons of ^olua, is aending him hither od 
a difficult Tojage; for it is ordained that the race of 
^olus shall not escape the grierouB vrath and fury of 
implacable Zeus, nor the awful pollution and the punieh- 
ment for the sake of Phrizua, until the fleece come to Hellas. 
And Pallas Athene hath builded his ship, in no wise like the 
ehips amongst the Colchian folk, whereof we chanced 
upon the Tileat ; ' for furious winds and waves tore it in 
pieces enow. But that other holds fast unto her bolts, even 
though all the winds fall heavy on her. And swift as the 
wind she speeds, wbenso her crew bend to their oars with 
a wilL And Jason hath gathered t<^^her in her the 
chosen heroes from all Acluea, and is come to thy city, 
after wandering to many towns, and over the face of the 
loathly sea, to see if thou wilt give him the fleece. And as 
it is pleasing to thee, so shall it be ; for he is not come to 
use Tiolence, but 'tis his desire to pay thee fair quittance 
for the gift ; for he heareth from me that the Sauromatee 
are thy grievous foes ; so he will subdue these to thy rule. 
And if, as thou sayest, thou art anxious to know too their 
name and lineage, who they be, verily let me tell thee alL 
Him, for sake of whom the rest mustered from Hellas, men 
call Jason, son of .3]son, whom Cretheus begat. Now if he 
is really of the stock of Cretheus himself, so must he be a, 
kinsman on his father's side to us. For both Cretheus 
and Athamas were sons of .dlolus ; and Phrizus again was 
son of Athamas, who was sou of .^k>lus. Lo ! here dost 
thou see Augeas, if ever thou dost hear of this son of 
Helios, and this is Telamon, sprung from famous .^acus, 
whom Zeus himself begat. So too all the rest, who follow 
in his crew, are sons or scions of immortal gods." 

This was the tale that ArguB told. And the king was 
■ JEetf had giTen the loiis of Cbkkiope a b«d aliip in tlie hope of 
their being wrecked. 
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angered at hia word, ae he listened. And his heart swelled 
high with ra^, and he spake with a troubled mind, but 
most of all was he wroth with the sons of Chalciope, 
for he thought that Jason bad come on this quest by 
reason of them ; and bis eyes flashed beneath hie brows 
in bis fury : " Away, ye caitiff wretches, at once from my 
sight ; depart from my Und with your trickery, ere some 
of you see the fleece and Phrixus to your sorrow. 'Twaa 
not to fetch the fleece, but to take my sceptre and my 
kingly power, that ye banded together and came hither at 
once from Hellas. But if ye had not tasted first of my 
board, of a truth I would have cut out your tongues and 
chopped off both your hands and sent you forth with feet 
alone, that ye might be stayed from setting forth there- 
after ; what Hes too have ye told about the blessed gods ! " 

So spake he in his fury ; and mightily was the heart of 
the son of .^lacns swelling in his breast ; and his spirit 
within him longed to give him back a fatal answer,' but the 
son of .^ison checked him ; and, before he could speak, 
himself made gentle answer : " .^tes, bear with me anent 
this my coming, for we are in no wise come unto thy 
town and home, as thou belike dost think, nor with any 
such desire. For who would willingly venture to cross so 
wide a gulf for the goods of another ? Way, 'twas a god 
and the chilling heat of a preaumptuous king that sent us 
forth, errant thy favour to our prayer ; and I will carry 
throughout HeUas a wondrous report of thee ; yea, and we 
are ready even now to make thee quick recompense in thy 
wars, if haply thou deaireat to bring beneath thy sway even 
the Sauromatas or aome other folk," 

So spake he, trying to win him with gentle speech. But 
that other's heart was pondering a double design, either to 
set upon them and slay them out of hand, or, strong king as 

' iXoiv lirot, i.e. an tcswer thu would bate had deadljconaeqiMiiceB 
to Bomcone. 

/ 

I 
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he yra,B, to make trial of their might. And as he thought 
thereon, this seemed the better plan ; and so he caught 
him up and said, " Stranger, why shouldst thou tell me all 
to the end P For if je are really o£ the race of gods, or 
have Bet foot upon a foreign shore no ways my inferiors, 
I will give thee the golden fleece to carry hence, if so thou 
wilt, after trjring thee. For in the case of good men I grudge 
it noways, aa yourselves declare he doth who is king in Hellas. 
But to test your spirit and strength there shall be a task, 
which I myself can compass with my hands, hard though 
it be. Two bulls with brazen hoofs, breathing flame from 
their mouths, do browse upon yon plain of Ares ; these do 
I yoke and drive over the rough fallow of Area of four 
plough-gates, and when I have speedily turned it up with 
the plough to the end I sow for seed in the furrows, not 
the com of Demeter, but the teeth of a dread serpent, 
which grow into the form ' of armed men. These do I next 
utterly destroy with my spear as they stand round to meet 
me. At early dawn 1 yoke my oxen, and at eventide I 
cease from my harvesting. 

" Now, if ^ou wilt accomplish the like, thou shalt bear 
away to the king's palace the fleece upon the self-same 
day. Ere that I will not give it thee ; so hope not so. 
For it were shameful indeed for a good man bom to yield 
unto a worse." 

So sp^e he ; but Jason flxed his eyes in front of him 
and sat speechless, as he was, at a sore loss. Long time 
turned he the plan over, and no way could he find to 
accept the challenge courageously, for the task seemed a 
great one ; but at last he made answer with crafty words : 
*' ^etes, very straitly dost thou shut me up within thy 
right. Wherefore 1 will even endure that toil, passing 
hard though it be ; yea, though it be my lot to die. For 
there is nothing worse that cometh on men than dire neces- 
' Upac used adTerbially = " in form, appearance." 
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sity, and 'twas it that forced me to come hither at the 
ting's command." 

So spake he, smitten with dismay ; and the other answered 
him in his distress with grim words : " Come now unto 
the gathering,' since thon art even eager for the toil ; but if 
thou art afraid to put the yoke upon the oxen's neck, or 
if haply thou shrink from the deadly harvesting, these 
things severally shall be my care, that so any other may 
fear to come to a man that is better than he." ' 

So spake he bluntly ; but the other, even Jason, leapt 
up from his seat, and Augeas and Telamon by his side, but 
only Argus ' went with him, for he signed to his brothers, 
whist they were yet there, that they should stay behind. 
But they went forth from the hall. And the son of ^son 
shone out wondrously amongst them all for beauty and 
grace, and the maiden cast shy glances at him, holding her 
bright veil aside, consuming her heart with woe ; and her 
thoughts stole after him like a dream,* and flitted in his 
footsteps as he went. So they went forth from the house, 
sore at heart. And Chalciope, avoiding the wrath of 
^etes, had gone swiftly to her chamber with her sons. 
And in like manner came Medea aft«r her ; and much she 
brooded in her heart, even all the cares that love doth 

' fuB' B/iiXiw, " to the place of gathering," /itra = irpoe- This asag« 
U verj common in ApulloDioB. Ilie phrase might also m«an " come 
■fter the crowd," but that suits the context less well, for the crowd 
would naturallj follow rather than precede meu who were about to 
hazard Bo dangerous an enterprise. 

' i.e. a dark threat of punishment for Jason's preaumption in pre- 
ferring such a request, = " I will take good care that for the fatnre ad- 
venturers like i^ou think twice before tbej come with such impadent 
proposals to me." 

• oIoc'Apyec, ie. Argus signed to bis brothers to stay behind ftltd 
make what wa; thej could with theb: mother Chalciop*. 

* vooc qfr* oviifioc, a curiously bold expression, identifying the mind 
of the dreamer with the vision dreamt. We ahould have to say " as in 
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ui^e. For before her eyes everything yet seemed to be, 
her lover's rery form, the raiment that he wore, the words 
he said, the way he sat upon his seat, and how he went 
unto the door ; and, as she thought thereon, she dreamed 
there never was such another man ; and ever in her ears 
his voice was ringing and the sweet words he spake. And 
she feared for him, that the oxen or haply .^etea with his 
own hands might slay him ; and she mourned for Mm 
as though he were already slain outright, and the tears ran 
softly down her cheeks in her affliction from her exceeding 
pity; and, softly weeping, she uttered her voice aloud: — 
"Why doth tiiia sorrow come o'er me to my grief? 
Whether he be the beat or worst of heroes that is now to 
perish, let him die. Ah ! would that he might escape 
unhurt. Tea, let that even come to pass, dread goddess, 
daughter of Persea ^ ; let him escape death and return 
home. But if 'tis fated that he be slain by the oxen, let 
him learn ere his doom, that I at least exult not in his 
cruel fate." 

Even thus was that maiden weighed down with care. 
Now when those others had gone outside the crowd and 
the city aloi^ the path, which aforetime they had taken 
from the plain ; in that hour did Argus speak to Jason 
with these words, " Son of ^son, thou wilt acorn the 
counsel I shall teU thee ^ ; and yet it is not right at all to 
desist from any attempt in trouble. Haply thou too hast 
flomewhat heard before that one of my sisters useth sorcery 
by the prompting of Hecate, daughter of Perses ; if we can 
persuade her, no longer, methinka, shall there be any fear 

' TIeparii, another name of Hecate, the goddess to whom Medea as a 
.aorceresB natnrally prays ; she was so called aa boiug a daughter of 
Perges, or Persxiu, Cboitgli other legends declare hor to have sprung 
from Zens. 

■ i.e. you maj not think mach of my counsel in this particular case, 
bnt I g;iTe it all the same, for one ought to neglect no precaution in 
difficalt circumstances. 
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that thou be foiled in thy emprise ; bnt terribly I fear,' that 
my mother will not undertake thia for me. Tet will I go to 
her again to entreat her ; for o'er the heads of all of us 
hangeth joist destruction." 

So spake he in kindhness, and the other thus made 
answer : " Good friend, if now this finds favour in thine 
own eyes, I have nought against it. Speed thee then and 
hasten to implore thy mother with words of wisdom. Yet 
wretched indeed is our hope, when we have entrusted onr 
return to women." 

So spake he ; and quickly they came unto the backwater. 
Ajid their comrades questioned them with joy when, they 
saw them drawing near. But sorrowfully did the son of 
.£son tell out his tale to them, " Friends, the heart of 
cruel .Xetes Is angered at us outright. For never will the 
goal be reached by me, nor yet by you who question me 
on every point. Now he saith there are two bulls, with 
hoofs of bronze, that range the plain of Ares, breathing 
flame from their mouths. And he hath bidden me plough 
with these a fallow-field of four plough-gates ; then, he 
says he will give me seed of the jaws of a serpent, which 
maketh earth-born men to rise in their bronze harness, 
and on that very day must 1 slay them. Which thing I 
did promise bim outright, for no better plan could I 
devise." 

So spake he, and it seemed to them all a toil not to be 
accomplished ; long time looked they on one another in 
speechless silence, bowed down with anguish and dismay ; 
but at the last spake Peleus bravely amongst aU the chief- 
tains : " 'Tis time to devise what we are to do. I de^n 
there is not so much help in counsel as in strong arms. 
If then, hero son of .£son, thou art minded thyself to yoke 

' iiHai fi^ iv = I*t. Tereor ne mm = rtreot aU rAft, the lerTice in 
qneBttoD, i.e. the enlistment of the s;mp«thie» of Medea for the enter- 

priae bj Chalciope. 
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the oxen of iEetea, and art eager for the labour, lo ! keep 
DOW ih; promise and make thee ready ; but if thj gpiht 
hath no sure truBt in thy valiancy, hasten not thyself, 
nor sitting here look round for some other amongst these 
men. For I myself irill not hold back, for the ^orst grief 
that can come will be but death." 

So spake the son of ^acus ; and the spirit of Telamon 
was stirred ; and he sprang up in hot haste, and with him 
uprose Idas in Ms pride, and the two sons of Tyndarus as 
well ; and with them the son of (Eneus, ranked among 
men of prowess,' albeit the soft down scarce showed upon 
his face ; so h%h rose the course of his heart. But those 
others gave way and kept silence. And anon spake Argus 
this word to them in their eagerness for the enterprise, 
" My friends, lo! this is left us at the last.' But, methinks, 
there shall come to us from my mother a very present 
help. Wherefore, for all your eagerness, restrain your- 
selves a little space in the ship, as heretofore ; for 'tis 
better to hold back withal than recklessly to choose an 
evil doom. There dwells a maid in Petes' halls, whom 
Hecate hath taught exceeding skill in all simples, that the 
land and flowing water do produce. By them is quenched 
even the blast of tireless flame ; and in a moment she stays 
the rush of roaring streams, and she can bind the stars 
and the courses of the holy moon. Of her we bethought 
ua as we came hither along the path from the house, if 
haply our mother, own sister to her, can persuade her to 
aid our labour. Kow if this finds favour in your sight too, 

' dilijof literallj = " » vigorong, laity man," then any man who has 
come to hia full itrength. En which latter seme it is often employed by 
Homer, though probably the idea of " manliness " ouRht in every case 
to be kept prominent. 

a •' This is left as at the laat," i.e. if we can find no better way, wa 
will do and die in the attempt if necesiMrj ; but, ere that, let us employ 
all the means that offer, and despise no plan of escape, even if it do pro- 
ceed from a woman. 
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Terily I will go this very day back to the house of ^etes 
to make essay ; and perhaps some god will be with me in 
my attempt." 

So spake he ; and the ^ods of their good will gare unto 
them a eign. A trembling dove, flying from a strong 
hawk, came down and settled in her terror in the bosom of 
the son of ^son ; but the hawk transfixed ' himself upon 
the pointed stem. At once Mopsus took up his parable 
and spake this word amongst them all, " My friende, here 
is a sign for you by the will of the gods ; no otherwise conld 
they more clearly Hd us go speak with the maiden and 
seek to her with all our skill. And methinks she will not 
slight US, if, that is, Phineus said truly, that our return 
should depend on the Cyprian goddess. Ton gentle bird 
just 'scaped her fate ; and even as my heart within me 
foresees according to this omen, so shall it surely be. But 
come, friends, call on Cytherea to help you, and in this 
very hour hearken to the persuasion of Ai^iia." 

So spake he ; and the young men approved his words, 
for they remembered the bidding of Phineus ; only Idas, 
son of Aphareus, sprang up ; sore troubled was he, and he 
cried aloud, "How now, pray, did we come hither in com- 
pany with women, that our men call on Cypris to come and 
help UH, and no longer on the great War-god ? Will ye, for 
the sight of doves and hawks, stay you from your enter- 
prise i' get you gone, and take no thought for deeds of war, 
but how to cajole weak girls by prayers." 

So cried he in his hot anger ; and many of his comrades 
muttered low, but there was none, I trow, that gave him 
answer back. So down he sat much in wrath ; but Jason 
forthwith cheered them, and declared his mind thus, " Let 
Aipis go forth from the ship, since this finds favour with 

' irifHKttimoir, liWrall; " fell kbout it," i.e. fell ou it aod was pierced 
bj it. Cf, Soph. Aiai, rtptvTvx^t ^avyavif, VixnWj " folded sboot hia 
Bwotd," i.t, fallen upon it and pierced by it. 
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all, while we will now fasten o»ir cables openly ashore out 
from the river, Forassuredly 'tiawell to lie hid no longer, 
crouching in fear from the battle-cry." 

Therewith, sent he Ai^ub forth at once to go swiftly a 
second time nnto the city ; but they hauled their anchors 
aboard at the bidding of the eon of ^son, and rowed the 
ship a little space from out the backwater, and moored her 
to the shore. 

Anon .^tea held a gathering of the Colchians apart 
from bis house, where they sat aforetime, devising f^ainst 
the Minyte treachery intolerable and troubles. For he 
threatened ' that, so soon as the oxen should have torn that 
fellow in pieces, who had taken upon him the performance 
of the grievous labour, he wotild then cut down an oak- 
thicket upon the wooded hill-top and bum their ship, 
men and all, that they, with their over-weening schemes, 
may splutter out' their grievous insolence. For he would 
never have received Fhrixua, son of .Jlolus, as a guest within 
his halls, for all his craving, — Phrixus who eiceeded all 
strangers in gentleness and holiness, — had not Zeus sent to 
him his own messenger Hermes, that so Phrixus might 
meet with a kindly host. Terily were pirates to come to 
his land, they would not long be without sorrows of their 
own, folk who make it their business to stretch out their 
hand upon the goods of strangers, and to weave secret 

' BTiiJTu, " he tlJre»t«iied." From tbs sense of boating that one ia 
BO and so, or will Mo so and so, the tntnsition lo that of threateaing is 
not didiciilt. We and the word in three different significations : cf. ii. 
1204," he avows hi] iself lo be; " iii, 337, " is it destioed ;" "■ ='"' " ■— 
threatened." 

" to boil up, spit 
of the word* Jison 
(he fire wonM have 
hapt it maj make 
Cf. ^vapia = 



grim jest on the part of .^tes. The word means 
then "to babble idly," used bj the king in scorn 
tiad spoken, and also with an allasion to the effect 
ya the heroes — " fire makes water boil away, per- 
hese babblers flutter out all their premmption.'' 
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plots, and to hany the steadings of hordsmeii in fora^a, 
heralded by their dreaded shout. Moreover he said that 
the sons of Phriius, apart from this, should pay him a 
proper penalty ' for returning in the company of eTil-doers 
as tiieir guides, that they might drive him from his honour 
and his kingdom heedlessly ; for once on a time he had 
heard a dismal warning from his father Helios, that he 
must avoid the deep guile and plotting and the wily mis- 
chief of his own race. Wherefore he sent them, according 
to their father's bidding, e^er as they were, to the land of 
Ach»a, a long journey. But smtJl fear had he of his 
daughters, or of his son Absyrtus. that they would ever 
devise any baleful plan ; but he thought these fell deeds 
were to be accomplished among the race of Chalciope ; and 
80 it was that terrible things did he pronounce ' in hia wrath 
against those other folh ; and he made a mighty threat 
that he would keep them from the ship and their comrades, 
that none might escape destruction. 
- Meantime Argus came unto the house of ^etes, and 
strove to win his mother with every argument he knew, 
that she might entreat Medea's aid ; but she pondered the 
matter first herself. For fear held her back, lest haply he 
should win her over in vain, and contrary to fate ; so fear- 
ful was she of her father's deadly auger, or lest, if she con- 
sented to his prayer, her deed might get abronH and be 
clearly known. 

Now deep sleep relieved the maid Medea from her trou- 
bles, as she lay upon her bed. But anon fearsome cheating 

■ piiKut= anything th&t pleases ;Iben a iDBTris^ponion; hereeqniva- 
leat to rotvai, which, however, viewed from Veins' point of view, would 
be dutinctly plmsii^. The word ia used above, iii. 139, for'- a toy, 
plaything." 

* Tn^ntTo, " he doolMed " that he would bring to pus. iijuarL 
potaiv literally = "common, vulgar." It is not qnile clear who is 
meant; poasiblj the rest of the heroes, as diatinft fnm the sons of 
Fhriios and Clislciope, who were to reoeive special panishnMDt. 
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dreame assailed her, as they will a maiden ia her woe. 
She thought yon strainer had taken that toil upon him, 
not because he greatly desired to cany off the ram's fleece, 
nor at all, for its sake, had he come to the city of ^etes, 
but that he might lead her to hia home to be his own true 
wife ; and she dreamed that she herself strove with the 
oxen, and did the toil right easily ; but her parents made 
light of their promise ; for they had set the yoking of the 
oxen, not before their daughter, but before the stranger. 
Then arose a strife of doubtful issue betwixt her father and 
the strangers ; and both did entrust it unto her to be eren 
as she should direct. At once she chose that stranger, and 
forgat her parents, and grievous was their anguish, and 
they cried out in anger ; then did sleep forsake her, and 
she awoke with a cry. And she arose quivering with terror, 
and peered all round the walls of her chamber, and scarce 
could she regain her courage as before in her breast, and 
she uttered her voice aloud, " Ah ! woe is me Iho w have ■ 
fearful dreams afcigh ted me ! i fear that l^sroya^ of 
TEe'ECToes is bringing some awfid calamity. My heart is 
in suspense ' for the stranger. Let him woo some Acluean 
maiden, far away among his own people, and let my virgin 
state and my parents' home be my care. Terily, though I 
have cast shame out of my heart, I will not yet make any 
attempt without the advice of my sister, if haply she en- 
treat me to help their enterprise, in sorrow for her sons ; 
that would assuage the bitter grief in my heart." 

Therewith she rose and opened the door of her chamber, 
barefoot, in her shift alone ; and lo ! she loi^ed to go to 
her sister, and she passed over the threshold of her room. 
And long time she waited there at the entrance of her 
chamber, held back by shame, and she turned her back 
once more ; and yet again she went from her room, and 
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again stole back ; for her feet bore her in Tain this way 
and that; yea, and oft as she was going straight on, 
modesty kept her within ; then would bold desire urge 
her against tlie curb of modesty. Thrice she tried, and 
thrice she held back ; the fourth time she turned and threw 
herself face down upon the bed. As when a bride doth 
mourn within her chamber a strong youi^ husband, to 
whom her brethren and parents have given her, and she 
holds no converse with all her attendants for very shame 
and thinking of Mm ; but aitteth in a comer lamenting, 
but him hath some doom destroyed, ere they twain have 
had any joy each of the other's counsels ; while she, with 
burning heart, looks on her widowed bed and sheds the 
silent t«ar, that the women may not mock and scofi at 
her ; like to her was Medea in her lamentation. Now on 
a sudden, while she wept, a maid-servant coming forth 
did hear her, one that had waited on her in her girlhood ; 
and forthwith she told Chalciope; now she was sitting 
amongst her sons, devising how to win her sister to their 
side. Yet not even so did she make light of it, when she 
heard the maid's strange story, but she hasted in amaze 
from room to room throughout the house to the chamber 
wherein tlie maiden lay in her anguish, and tore her 
cheeks ; and when she saw her eyes all dimmed with tears, 
she said to her, " Ah, woe is me ! Medea, and wherefore 
dost thou shed these tears? What has happened to thee? 
what awful grief hath come into thy heart? Has some 
disease of heaven's sending fastened on thy hmbs, or hast 
thou learnt some deadly threat of my father concerning 
me and my sons? Would that I no longer beheld this 
house of my parents, nor their city, but dwelt in the utter- 
most parts of the earth, where is not so much as heard the 
name of Colchians." 

So spake she, but a blush rose to her sister's cheeks, and 
long time maiden modesty stayed her from answering, fain 
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ae she wae. At one moment the word vould rise to the 
tip of her tongue, at another it would speed back deep 
within her breast. Oft her eager lips yearned to tell their 
tale, but the words caTne no farther. At the last she 
made this subtle speech, for love's bold hand was heavy on 
her, " Ohalciope, my heart is in sore suspense for thy sons, 
for fear lest our father slay them outright with the 
strangers. For as I fell asleep just now and slumbered 
for a little spaee, I saw a fearful vision. May some god 
mate it of none effect, and mayest thou get uo bitter grief 
for thy sons!" 

So spate she, nuLking trial of her siat«r ; and the other 
thus answered : " Lo ! I came to thee myself bent upon 
this business entirely, to see if thou couldst help me with 
counsel and devise some aid. Come, swear by heaven and 
earth that thou wUt keep in thy heart what I shall say to 
thee, and will help me in the work. I pray thee by the 
blessed gods, by thyself, and by our parents, do not see 
them pit«ously destroyed by some evil fate ; or else will I 
die with my dear sons and be to thee hereafter a fearful 
spirit of vengeance from Hades." 

So spake she, and forthwith her tears gushed forth in 
streams, and she clasped her hands beiow her knees, and 
let her head sink on her bosom. Then did the two sisters 
make piteous lament over each other, and there arose 
through the house a faint ' sound of women weeping in their 
sorrow. 

But Medea first addressed the other, sore diatreased: 
"God help us, sister! what cure can I work for thee? 
what a word is thine, with thy dread curses and spirits of 
vengeance ! Would that it were surely in my power to save 
thy sons ! Witness now that awful oath of the Colchians, 

' Xix-T-aXJi) I'hiq, properly " 6ne, delicate." In thiB conneiinn it would 
•eem to mean " labdneil," so thu their grief might not be noticed and 
e«iue MUpicion. 
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vhich thyself wouldst have me swear ; great heaven and 
earth beneath, mother of gods ! as far as in me lies I will 
not fail thee, so thou aak aught I can perform," 

So spake she, and Chalciope thus made ansirer : " Canst 
thou then devise no trick, no help for the enterprise of the 
stranger, even if his own lips ask it, for the sake of my 
children ? lo ! Ai^us is come from him, urging me to try 
and gain thy help ; him did I leave within the bouse the 
while I came hither," 

So she ; and the other's heart within her leapt for joy, 
and a deep blush withal mantled o'er her fair skin, and a 
miat came o'er her eyes as her heart melted, and thus she 
answered ; " Chalciope, I will do even as is dear and pleas- 
ing to you. May the dawn shine no more upon mine eyes ; 
mayat thou no longer see me in the land of the living, if I 
hold ai^ht before thy soul, or before thy sons, who verily 
are my cousins, my kinsmen dear, and of mine own age. 
Even 80 1 do declare I am thy sister and thy daughter too, 
for thou didst hold me to thy breast while yet a babe, 
equally with those thy sons, as ever I heard in days gone 
by from my mother. But go now, hide my service in silence 
that I may make good my promise without the knowledge 
of my parents, and at dawn will I carry to the temple of 
Hecate drugs to charm the bulls." 

So Chalciope went back again from the chamber ; while 
she set to devising some help for her sister's sons. But 
once more did shame and an horrible dread seize her when 
she was alone, to think that she was devising such things 
for a man, without her father's knowledge. 

Then did night spread darkness o'er the earth, and they 
who were at sea, the mariners, looked forth from their 
ships toward the Bear and the stars of Orion ; and now did 
every wayfarer and gatekeeper long for sleep; and o'er 
every mother, weeping for children dead, fell the pall of 
deep slumber ; no more did dogs howl through the town ; 
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no more was heard the aoise oE men, but Bilence vrapped 
the darklii^ gloom. Yet not at all did sleep shed its sweet- 
ness o'er Medea ; for in her love for the son of ^son man; 
a care kept her awake, terrified at the mighty strength of 
the bulla, before whom he was to die a shameful death on 
Ares' acre. And her heart was wildly stirred within her 
breast; as when a sun-beam reflected from water pla^s 
upon the wall of a house, water just ponred into a basin 
or a pail maybe ; hither and thither it darts and dances on 
the quick eddy ; even so the maiden's heart was Buttering 
in her breaet, and t^ars of pity flowed from her eyes ; and, 
ever within, the pain was wasting her. smouldering through 
her body, and about her weakened nerves, and right be- 
neath the back of her head,^ where the keenest pain doth 
enter in, when the tireless love-god lets loose ' bis tortures 
on the heart. At one time she thought she would give 
him drugs to charm the bulls, at another she thought nay, 
but that she would die herself ; anon she would not die 
herself, nor would she give him the dr>^, but quietly even 
so would endure her sorrow. So she sat halting between 
two opinions, then spake, " Ah, woe is me ! am I now to 
toss hither and thither in woe? my mind is wholly at a 
loss ; there is no help for my suffering, but it bnmeth ever 
thus. Oh ! would that I had died by the swift airows of 
Artemis, or ever I had seen him, or ever the sons of Chal- 
dope started for the Achtean land ; some god or some 
spirit of vengeance hath brought them hither from thence 
to cause us tears and woe enow. Well, let him perish in 
his attempt, if 'tis his lot to die upon the fallow. For how 
can I contrive the drugs, and my parents know it not ? 
what tale am I to tell about them P What cunning, what 
crafty scheme shall there be for their aid ? Shall I greet 
him kindly if I see him alone apart from his comrades ? 
' Mw Btnctly ia " the nape of the Deck." 
■ inaan'fivnv, literal]; " lo dash inoT upon " (trail*.). 

Coogk 
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Unhappy maid am I ; metbiakB I would not be quit of sor- 
row even though he were dead and gone. For sorrow will 
come upon me in the hour that he is bereft of life. Away 
with shame, perish beauty ! he shall be saved, unhnrt, and 
by my help ; then let him go whlthereoeTer his heart liateth. 
But may I die the self-same day that he fulfilleth his 
eoterprise, either hanging by my neck from the roof-tree, 
or taeting of drugs that rive body and soul asunder. But, 
if I die thus, every eye will wink ' and mock at me, and 
every city far away will ring with the tale of my death, 
and the Colchian women will make a byword of me for 
their unseemly gibes ; the maid who cared so dearly for a 
stranger that she died for him, who shamed her home 
and parents by yielding to her mad passion. What dis- 
grace is there that will not be mine ? Ah me ! for my 
infatuation! Far better will it be this very night to leave 
life behind in my chamber by an unseen fate, avoiding 
all ill reproaches, or ever I complete this infamous dis- 

Therewith she went to fetch a casket, wherein were laid 
many drugs for her use, some healing, others very deadly. 
And she laid it on her lap, and wept. And her bosom waa 
wet with her ceaseless weeping, for the tears flowed in 
streams as she sat there, making piteous lament for her 
fate. Then she hasted to choose a deadly drug, that she 
might taste thereof. And lo ! she was just loosing the 
fastenings of the casket, eager to draw them forth, poor 
unhappy lady, when in an instant passed across her mind 
an awful horror of loathly Hades; and long time she 
stayed her hand in speechless fear, and life with all its 
cares seemed sweet to her. For she thought of all the 
joyous things there are amongst the living, and of her 
happy band of companions, as a maiden will ; and the sun 
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^^w sweeter to her than before to loot upon, just to aee ' 
if really in her heart o£ hearts she longed for each of them. 
So she laid the casket down again from off her knees, changing 
her mind hj the prompting of Hera, and no more did her 
purpose waver otherwhither ; but she longed for the dawn 
to rise and come at once, that she might give Jason her 
magic drugs as she had covenanted," and meet him face to 
face. And oft would she loose the bolts of her door, as 
she watched for the daylight ; and welcome to her was the 
light, when Dawn sent it forth, and each man went on his 
way through the city. 
< Now Argus bade his brethren abide there yet, that they 
might learn the mind and plans of the maiden, but himself 
went forth and came unto the ship ^ain. 

But the maid Medea, soon as ever she saw the light of 
dawn, caught up her golden tresses in her hands, which 
she had let hang about her in careless disarray, and wiped 
clean her tear-stained cheeks; and she cleansed her 
skin with ointment of heavenly fragrance, and put on a 
fair robe, fastened with brooches deftly turned ; and upon 
her head, divinely fair, she cast a shining veil. Then she 
passed forth from her chamber there, treading the ground 
firmly, in forgetfulness of her sorrows, which were close 
upon her in their countless legions, while others were yet 
to follow afterward. And she bade her handmaids, who 
|)a38ed the night in the entering in of her fragrant bower, 
— twelve maids in all of her own ^e who had not yet 
found a mate, — quickly to yoke mules to the wain, to bear 
her to the lovely shrine of Hecate. Then did the maidens 
make ready the wain ; but she, the while, chose from the 
depth of her casket a drug, which men say is called the 

' " JuBt to sae," ic, i.e. to aee if she did not really long for them in 
spite of her belief that thej were nothing to her Bny more. 

' eiiv9fa!g<n, " according to her covenant." Med«a had promised her 
sister Chalciope tliat she would gtre Jason the necessarj drugs, 

I, '.oog Ic 
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drug of Prometheus. If a man should anoint hia body 
therewith, after appeasing Peraepbone, that maiden only- 
begotten, with midaight sacrifice ; verily that man conld 
not be wounded by the blowa o£ bronze weapons, nor 
woold he yield to blazing fire, but on that day ' should his 
valiancy and might master theirs. This firat bad its birth, 
when the ravenit^ eagle let drip to earth upon the wolds of 
Caucaaus the bleeding life-stream' of hapless Prometheus. 
The flower thereof, as it were a cubit high, appeareth in 
colour hike the saffron of Corycus, growing upon a double 
stalk, but its root within the ground resembleth fleah just 
cut. Now she had gathered for her drugs the dark juice 
thereof, like to the sap of a mountain oak, in a Caspian 
ahell, after she had washed herself in seven eternal springs, 
and seven times had called on Brimo,^ good nuraing-mother, 
who roams by night, goddess of the nether world, and 
queen of the dead, in the murk of night, in sable raiment 
clad. And, from beneath, the dark earth quaked and 
bellowed, as the Titan root * waa cut, and the son of lapetus 
too did groan, frantic with pain. That simple drew she 
forth and placed within her fragrant girdle, that waa 
fastened about her fair waist. And forth to the door she 
came and mounted the swift car, and with her on either 
side went two liandmaids ; bo she took the reins and the 
shapely whip in her right hand, and drove through the 
town ; while those others, her handmaids, holding to the 
body of the wain behind, ran along the broad high-road, 
having kilted their fine robes up to their white kneea. 
Fair as the daughter of Leto," when abe mounts her golden 
car, and drives her fleet fawne o'er the downs across the 

' niv' ftfiap, t.£. that d»y Only. 

' iKwpo = the blood of a god. ' Hecate. 

* The root iprang from the blood of Prometheus, who wai a Tilan, 
that ia, a primeval god, 

' Artemii, the chsate huntress. 
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calm waters of Parthenius, or haply from her bath in 
AmniBUB' stream, as she cometh from fax to the rich 
steam of a hetacomb ; and with her come the njmpba, that 
bear her company, some gathering by the brink of the 
Ammsian spring, others about the groves and rocks with 
their oountleBs rills ; and aromid her wild creatures &wn 
and whimper, trembling at her approach. Even so tJie 
maidens hasted through the city, ajid the people made 
way on either side, shunning the eye of the princess. Now 
when she had left the streets of the town, with their fair 
buildings, and had come in her driving across the plain 
unto the t«mple, then she lighted down quickly from the 
smooth-running wain and spake thus amongst her maidens : 
" Friends, verily I have sinned an awful sin, for I find no 
cause to be wroth with yon strangers, who are roamii^ 
about our land. The whole city is smitten with dismay ; 
wherefore also none of the women hath come hither, who 
aforetime did gather here day by day. Yet since we are 
here, and none other comes forth against us, let us with 
soothing song and dance satisfy our souls without stint, 
and after we have plucked these fair blossoms of the tender 
field, then in that very hour will we return. Tea, and ye 
this day shall go unto jour homes with many a rich gift, 
an ye will grant me this my desire ; for Argus is urgent ' 
with me, and so too is Chalciope ; — keep what ye hear of 
me silent in your hearts, lest my words come to my father's 
ears ; — lo ! they bid me take yon stranger's gifts, who hath 
taken on him to strive with the oxen, and save him from 
hia fell emprise. So I ^p^eed unto their words, and I bade 
him meet me here alone, apart from his comrades, that we 
may divide amongst ourselves those gifts, if haply he bring 
them with him, and we may give him in return a drug 
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more baleful ' than he knows. Bnt do ye stand aloof from 
me ucaiuBt his coming'" 

So spate she, and her ciuming ooimsel pleased them all. 
Anon Alalia drew the bod of £bod apart from the crew, as 
soon as he beard from his brothers, that she had gooe at 
dajbreak to the holj temple of Hecate, and across the 
plain he led him ; and irith them went Mopsns, son of 
Ampycus, skilled in interpreting omens from birds when 
they appeared, and skilled in giving the right advioe when 
they were gone. 

Never was there such a man amongatthe men of l^gone 
days, neither among all the heroes who sprang from Zens 
himself, nor among those who were of the blood of other 
immortal gods, as the wife of Zeus made Jason on that 
day, either to see face to face or to talk with.' Even his 
comrades marvelled, as they gazed at him resplendent with 
grace ; and the son of Ampycos was glad as they went, for 
already, I trov, he boded, how each thing would be. 

Now there is by the path along the plain, nigh to the 
temple, a black poplar with a crown of countless leaves, 
whereon, full oft, chattering crows would roost. And one 
of these, as she flapped her wings aloft on the branches, 
dedared the will of Hera : " Here is a sorry seer, that hath 
not so much knowing as children have ; for no sweet word 
of love will the maid speak to yon youth, so loi^ as there 
be other strangers with him. Begone, thou sorry prophet, 
dull-witted seer, for 'tis not thou, whom Cypris and her 
gentle Loves inspire, in their kindness." 

So spake the chiding crow, and Mopsus smiled to he&r 
the bird's inspired utterance, and thus spake he : " Son of 
.Sson, get thee now to the temple of the goddess, wherein 
thou wilt find the maiden ; very kindly shall her greeting 

' Uore deadly tban aoyone else conU gite. 

■ i.e. b« was not only oable to look apoo, bat he had also a abreird 
nndenMnding. 
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be to thee, thanke to Cjprig, who will help thee in th; 
labours, even as Fhineus, son of Agemor, did say before. 
But we twain, A^^a and 1, will stand in this very spot 
aloof, awaiting thy coming ; and do tfaon thyself alone 
entreat her, turning her heart by words of wisdom." 

So spahe he very s^ety ; and nigh at hand they both 
agreed to wait. Nor, I trow, had Medea any thought but 
this, for all her play ; for none of all the games she played 
would serve for her amusement long. But she kept 
changing them in confusion, nor could she keep her eyes 
at rest towards her group of maids, but eaiiiestly she would 
gaze o'er the paths afar, turning her cheeks aside. Oft 
her heart sank broken within her breast, whenever she 
fancied a footfall or a breath of wind was hurrying by. 
But very soon came Jason in sight before her longing eyes, 
striding high o'er the plaiu, like Sirius when he rises from 
ocean, very fair and clear to see, but bringing woe unspeak- 
able to flocks ; SO fair was the son of .^sou to see as he 
came nigh, but the sight of him brought hateful faintness 
upon her. ^r heart sank within her breast, aud her eyes 
grew dim withal, and o'er her cheeks rushed the hot blush ; 
aud her knees had no strength to move backward or for- 
ward, but her feet were rooted to the ground under her. 
Now her handmaids, the while, had withdrawn from them, 
one and all ; so they twain stood facing one another without 
word or sound, like oaks or lofty pines, which stand rooted 
side by side in peace upon the mountains, when winds are 
still ; but lo ! there comes a breath of wind to rustle them, 
aud sighs, that none can number, steal therefrom ; even 
so those twain were soou to tell out all their tale before 
the breath of Love. But the son of .^son perceived that she 
was scared by some bewilderment from heaven, and with 
a kindly smile he thus hailed her, " Why, maiden, art thou 
so fearful of me when 1 come alone P Yerily I was never 
aforetime, not even when I dwelt in mine own oonntry. 
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ooe of tfaoae br^^gart fellows. Wherefore fear not ex- 
oeedinglj, maiden, either to qaeatioa me or saj what is in 
thine heart. Naj, but Ginoe we are met together as friends 
in this most holy place, where to sin were wrong, speak 
openly and tell me all ; and deceive me not with oomfort- 
able words,' for at first thou didst promise thine own sister 
to give me the drugs my heart desired. By Hecate herself 
by tl^ parents, and by Zeus, whose hand is over strangers 
and suppliants, I entreat thee. As stranger and as sup- 
pliant both, am I come hither to thee to implore thee in 
my Bore need. For without thee never shall I achieve my 
dismal task. And I will make thee recompense hereafter 
for thy help, as is right, making thy name and fame 
glorious, as becometh those who dwell apart ' ; yea, and in 
lite mami^ shall the other heroes spread thy fame through 
Hellas on their return ; and so shall the heroes' wives and 
mothers, who now belike are sitting ou the shore and 
mourning for us, whose grievous sufferings thou wilt 
scatter to the winds. In days gone by, Ariadne,' daughter 
of Minos, did, of her good heart, free Theseus from his evil 
task ; she it was whom Fasiphae, daughter of the Sun-god, 
bore. Yea,* and she went aboard bis ship with him and left 

< Smooth words which will not olfetii the ear, bnt yet will cause 
trouble in the end from their being fband untrae. 

' i.e. I will make every return which a man in a &r countrj can to a 
benefactor, ni., speak well of you, and make others do the like. 

' Ariadne, daughter of Minos, king of Crete, helped Theseus lo alsj- 
the Uinotaor and find his way oat of a pathless maze ; so Theieua took 
her away on his ship to sail to Athens, bnt abandoned her cruelly ip 
!Naio«, where, however, the god IHonysus fonnd her, and set her as a 
star in heaven. 

* Koi, eraphatic. Ariadne men went aboard the ship of Theseus at bia 
request ; 1 only ask for your aid without any fiirtber sacrifice. 

ivvavi xi^o*'. flilber she fled because Utnos bad only lolled hia 
anger fbr a time, and wonld make her suKr for her share in the succefls- 
of Thesens later on, or else the eipTession night mean that Uinoa 
having swalhnred hia veiatun, allowed Ariadne to sail away widi the 
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her country, sinee Minos did lull liis lage ; and the im- 
mortal gods showed their lore as well, for there io mid sky 
is her sign, a crown of stars, which men call Ariadne's 
crown, wheeling hy night amid the heavenly constellations. 
Such thanks shalt thou too have from the gods, if thou 
wilt save this famous host of chieftains. For surely from 
thy form, methinks, thou shouldst excel in gentle acts of 



So spake he praising her ; and she cast down her eyes 
with a Bweet smile,' and her heart within her melted, as 
he extolled her. And she looked straight into his eyes, 
and had no word to answer him withal at first, hut longed 
to tell him all at once together. And forth from her 
fragrant ^rdle she drew the drug ungrudgingly, and he 
with joy took it in his hands at onoe. And now would 
she have drawn her whole soul forth from her breast and 
given it him at his desire eagerly; ao mightily did love 
light up his sweet torch from the son of ^son's yellow 
locks, and snatched hright glances from her ^es ; and her 
heart wasted and melted within her, as the dew upon roses 
melts and wastes away in the sun's beams at morn. But 
they would fix their eyes one time upon the ground in 
mod^ty, and then again would cast a glance at each 
other, with a smile of love in their glad eyes. At the last, 
and scarcely then, the maiden thus did greet him : 

" Take heed now, that I may devise some help for thee. 
When my &ther hath given thee, at thy coming for them, 

adTentarer, This view ia favoured, if not confirmsd, bj a remurk of 
Jason's {infra, 1099), where he ipeaki of the aid lent bj Minos to 
Thewns for the nke at hU daoghter. Homer atjles hin A\o6^pwv, 
" the man of balefnl thoi^hts." Ako, it wonld tend to increBle the oou- 
fidence of Medea if she could be penuaded that her &«her woiJd fbrgira 
her in the end, and let her marrj her lorcr as Ariadne had mairied 
Theseus. 

' " A smile diTioely sweet." vtitripcov is mostly used of sweet smells, 
than anything iweet that snrpossea man's power. 
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the fell teeth from the anaJie's jaws to sow irithal, then 
watch for the hour when the night ia evenly divided in 
twain, and after washing thyself in the stream of the tire- 
less river, dig a romid hole, alooe apart from the others, in 
sable garb ; there slay a ewe and sacrifice her whole, having 
heaped high the fire above the hole itself. And propitiate 
Hecate, danghter of Perses, the only-b^otten, poaring liba- 
tions of honey from a chalice. Then when thou hast 
taken heed to appease the goddess, draw back ^ain from 
the fire; and let no sound of feet or howling of dogs 
drive thee to turn round, lest haply thou cut all short and 
come not thyseU back duly to thy companions. At dawn 
soak this dn^; ; then strip and with it anoint thy body as 
it were with oil ; and there shall be in it boundless vahaucy 
and great strength, and thou wilt think thyself a match 
for deathless gods, not for men. Moreover, let thy shield 
and Bword and spear be sprinkled therewith. Then shall 
not the keen swords of the earth-bom men cut thee, nor 
shall the flame of those deadly bulls dart forth resistlesely 
against thee. Yet sbalt thou not be thus mighty for a 
lot^ space, but for that day only ; yet never shrink thou 
from thy enterprise. And 1 will supply thee yet anotlier 
help. Bo soon as thou hast yoked the strong oxen, and by 
thy might and manhood hast quickly ploughed the hard 
fallow, and they, the giants, at once spring np along the 
furrows when the teeth of the snake are sown over the 
dark soil, if thou but watch them rising in crowds from 
the lea, then cast secretly at them a heavy rock ; and they 
will destroy one another upon it, like fierce dogs about 
their food ; but be not thyself ei^^r for the fray. Hereby 
shalt thou carry yon fleece to Hellas, far from iBa, I trow. 
Yet go, whither thou listest, when thou art gone hence." 

So spake she, and dropping her eyes in silence before 
her did wet her cheek, divinely taix, with warm tears, 
mourning the day when he would wander far from her 
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acrosB tiiQ main. And once again she spake to him with 
sad words, taking hold on his right hand, for lo ! shame 
had left h«T gaze : " Bemember the name of Uedea, if 
haply thou retnm one day to thy home ; so vrill I remem- 
ber thee when thou art gone. And tell me this in kind- 
ness, where is thy home, where wilt thou fare from hence 
in thy ship across the sea ? Wilt thou go haply nigh to 
rich Orchomenus, or may-be toward the Mteaa isle ? And 
tell me of the maid thou didst speak of, the far-famed 
daughter of Fasiphae,' who is of my father's kindred." 

So spake she, and, as the maiden wept, love in his 
might stole o'er liim as well, and thus he answered her, 
" Tea, Torily, if I escape my fat«, methinks I will never 
forget thee by night, nor yet by day, if indeed Z shall 
escape acathelesB to Acluea, and .^tes set not before us 
some other toil yet worse tlian this. But if it please thee 
to learn of my country, I will tell thee, t<ar much doth my 
heart bid me myself as well. There is a land, ringed 
round with steep hills, rich withal in sheep and pasture, 
where Prometheus, eon of lapetua, begat goodly Deuca- 
lion,' who was the first to found cities and build temples 
for the inmiortal gods, and the first too to lord it over 
men. Htemoma, the folk who dwell around, do call that 
land. Therein is lolchos itself, my dty, and in it too are 
many other cities, where men have not so much as heard 
the name of the ^tean isle ' ; there is, indeed a legend that 
Minyas, of the race of ^olus, once started from thence 
and founded the town of Orchomenus, that borders on 

' PuipbaewM adanghter of He1io«, »ad JEetciuMtsoDof thesama 
god ; lo that Ariadne and Medea ware Grit coasina. 

' I>Buc*lioa wat the aon of Prometbeiu and Pandora ; he was lung of 
TheBsal;, and with his wife Pjrrba wag sappoeed to be the onl; <nr- 
Tiior of a great delii|^ which flooded the earth in earl; timea. Horace 
allndea to tlie «toi7 in Odea I. ii. S. 

■ "The iaia of ,£a" waa a small island in Ih> riier Fhaaia, in wUch 
the golden fleece kki kept. 
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the Cadmeans. But vhy do I tell tliee all these idl« 
tales, and of our home and of famona Ariadne, dai^;hter 
of Minos, for that was the glorious name men gave the 
lovely maiden, of whom thou aahest me ? Would that, as 
Minos was then well pleased with Theseus for her sake, so 
too thy father might be at one with us ! " 

So q>ake he, caressing her with fond and tender words. 
But grief, most bitt«r, stirred her heart, and in her disb^ss 
she hailed him with earnest speech : " It may be that in 
Hellas these things are fair, to heed the ties of kin ; hut 
^etes is not such anotiier amongst men, as thou sayest 
Hinos, the husband of Pasipbae, was ; nor can I compare 
with Ariadne; wherefore tell me nought of hospitality. 
Only do thou, when thou comest to lolchog, remember 
me; and I will remember thee even in spite of my parents. 
And may there come to me from a far-off land some 
voice, or some bird with tidings, when thou hast foi^tten 
me ; or may the swift winds catch me up and bear me 
hence across the sea to lolchos, that I may remind thee that 
thou didst escape by my aid, reproaching thee to thy 
face ! Would I mig^t then sit me down openly ' in thy 
halls ! " 

Bo spake she, shedding piteous tears adown her cheeks, 
but Jason caught her up ' there and said : " Ck>d hdp thee, 
lady ! leave the winds to wander emptily, and that bird 
too to bring thee tidings, for thy words are light as wind. 
For if thou ever come to those abodes and the land of Hellas, 
thou shalt have honour and respect amongst men and 
women, and they shall reverence thee even as a goddess, 
since their sons did return home again by thy counsel, 
yea, and many a brother of theirs and kinsman, and 
strong youi^ husband was saved. And in our bridal 

' i.e. " would that I might come opanly and of right m thy wedded 

) La. cutting her short, taking her Dp. 
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bower ahalt thou nuke ready our conch, and not^ht shall 
conie 'twixt love and ns, ere the doom of death o'er- 
ahadow us." 

So spake be, iind her h«»t withm her melted as she 
heard, and yet she shuddered at the thought of that dark ' 
eutorpriBe, poor maiden ; but she was not long to refose a 
home in Hellas. For snch vas the mind of Hera, that 
Mann Medea should come to sacred lolchoa, to the bane 
of Pelias, leaving ber own country. But now were her 
handmaidens looking about for her silently at a distance, 
much distressed, for the time of day demanded the 
maiden's return home to her mother. But she thought 
not yet of going, for her heart rejoiced both in bis beauty 
and his flattering words ; but the son of ^son, seeing that 
it was now late, did say, " 'Tis time to depart, lest the sun 
sink before we know it, and some stnu^er get to know all ; 
yet will we meet ^ain at this tryst." 

Thus far those twain made trial of each other with 
gentle woids ; and then ^;ain they parted ; Jason hasting 
back in joy to his comrades and the ship, and she to her 
handmaids ; and they came nigh to meet her in a body, 
but she heeded them not as they gathered about her, for 
her soul had winged its flight to soar amid the clouds. 
With random steps she mounted the swift wain, and in 
one band took the reins and in the other the carven whip 
to drive the mules withal, and they dashed swiftly city- 
ward to her home. Now when she was come thither, 
Ghalciope, in agony for her sons, did question her ; but 
she, at a loss through fear and doubt, heard never a word, 
and made no haste to answer her questions. But she sat 
her down on a low stool at the foot of the couch, leaning 
her cheek on her left hand, and her eyes were wet with 
tears, as she darkly pondered what an evil work she was 
sharing by ber coimselB, 

' tpY ilSttXa, " works wbou inue ilie could not »m." 
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But when the son of iQson vraa ^aiu come among his 
comradeB in the place where he bad left them when be 
went away, he started to go with them auto the gathering 
of the heroes, telling them each thing ; and together they 
drew nigh the ehip. And the others did warml; greet 
him, when th^ saw him, and questioned him. And he 
amongst them all did tell the maiden's counsels, showing 
them the awful drug ; only one sat alone apart &om his 
oomrades, nursing his rage, even Idas ; hut the rest in 
gladness, with praceful hearts, were busying tbemselTes 
the while about their beds, for dart n^hthad stayed their 
hands. But at dawn sent they to .^tes two men, to ask 
him for the seed, first of all Telamon, great warrior, and 
with him ^thalides, Hermes' famous child. Forth on 
their way went they, nor was their journey in vain, for 
.£etes, the prince, gave tbem, at their coming, the fell 
teeth for the task of that Aonian ' dr^on, which Cadmus 
slew in Ogygian Thehea at its post by the Aretian spring, 
what time he came thither in quest of Europa ; there he 
dwelt, guided thither by a cow,' which Apollo Touchsafed 
to go before him on his way according to his oracle. These 
teeth the goddess Tritonis* had drawn from the serpent's 
jaws, and given equally to .Setes and to Cadmus, who 
himself slew the monster. Now he, even Cadmns, son of 
Agenor, sowed his share upon the plains of Bceotia, and 
founded a race of earth-born men from the remnant left 
after the harresting of Ares' spear ; but the rest iGetes at 
that time readily gave them to bear unto the ship, for he 

' i.t. BtBotikn. B<Botis origiaiUj wsi called Aoni>. Thebet ww 
i»Uad Ogygiui from ■ king Ogjgaa, 

' Apollo toM CadniiiB lo fomid a dtj wh?re the cow, which guided 
bin, sbodld halt. Cadmiu fonnded Thebe*. 

■ Athene. The goddeu g^n half the lerpeDt's teeth to Cadmus and 
half (o jGetea. CadinuB loired hii ihsTs, and raited ■ natioo tram the 
residue who remained after the dMdl/ cooflict whid enaud, 
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never thought that Jasoa would make an end of his toil, 
even if he ahoald cast the yoke upon the oxen. 

Far in the west the avax was einliing beneath the dark 
earth, beyond the farthest bills of the .J^tbiopians ; and 
night was yoking his steeds ; so those heroes made ready 
their beds upon the gronnd by the hawsers. But Jason, 
soon as ever the stars of Helice, the bright Bear, did set, 
and all the firmament of heaven grew still, gat him to the 
wildemesB, like some stealthy thief, with all that was 
needful, for by day had he taken tboiight for everything ; 
and Ai^s went with him bringing a ewe and milk from 
the flock, which things he took from the ship itself. But 
when he saw a spot, far from the tread of man, in a clear ' 
water-mead beneath the open sky, then first of all he 
washed his tender body devoutly in the sacred river, and 
then put on a sable robe, which Hypdpyle of Lemnos erst 
gave him, in memory of many a night of love. Kext he 
dug a hole in the ground, a cubit deep, and piled therein 
cleft wood, and cut the throat of the sheep and laid it 
carefully thereupon ; then did he kindle the logs by putting 
fire under, and he poured upon the sacrifice mixed libations, 
calling Hecate by her name Brimo to help him in his toil. 
So then he called upon her and then stept back, and she, 
that awful goddess, heard him and came to the sacrifice of 
the son of ^son from the nethermost hell, and about her 
on the branches of the oaks twined gruesome snakes, and 
there was the flash of countless torches, and the dogs of 
hell howled loudly round her. About her path all the 
meadows quaked, and those nymphs, that haunt marshes 
and rivers, and flit about that water-meadow of the Ama- 
rantian Hiasis,* cried out. Tea, and fear took hold upon 
the son of .£son, but his feet brought him for all that 

' toBapjaiv, M. an open «parce. 

' Tbe AtuanuttiMiB were a nos of buinriaiu fartlm iaUnd bejond 
the Colchiuu, in Khaw land the Pbaiit rittt. 
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without one glaoce badnrard, till he was amongst hia 
comrades ; and already Dawn, the child of monting, was 
rising above snow-capped Caucasna and shedding his l^ht 
abroad. 

In that hour ^etes buckled on hia stiff ' breast-plate, 
which Ares gave him, after he had slain with. his own 
hand Fhlegrean Mimas ; and on his head he pat a golden 
helmet, with four plumes, blazing like the sun's round ball 
of light, when be first rises from ocean. In one hand he 
wielded a buckler of many hides, in the other a sword, 
dreadful, irresistible ; that blade could none of the heroes 
hare withstood, now that they had left Heracles far 
behind ; he alone could have stood up to battle i^unst it. 
And Fhaethon' held his shapely chariot with the fleet 
ateeda nigh for him to mount ; so he went up thereon and 
took the reina in hia h&nda. Forth from the town he 
draTe along the broad high-road, to take bia station in the 
lists, and with him a countless throng hasted forth. Like 
as when Poseidon, mounted on hia car, goeth to the 
Isthmian games, or to Teen&rus,' or cometh in his might to 
the waters of Lema * or through the groTe of Hyantian 
Onchestus, and with his steeds he cometh even to OaJaurea, 
and the Heemonian rock, or to wooded Genestum ; such 
was .^tes, captain of the Colchians, for to behold. 

Meantime Jason, by the advice of Medea, soaked the 

' araBiov, " tluidiag fut, firm, anjielding," so m spithet of ufffiivii, 
or alone (cf^ i. 200) it mean* " close, hftnd-to-luuid fight," Lat. pogii* 

' Tbe other name of Abiyrtm, boh of Metes. 

* TnoKTut, s promoDtoTy of I«cx>ni>, sacred Co P<M«idon. 

* Lenift, ■ fonntwn in AxgM. "Yavrlov, i.e. Bceoti&n. The HjentM 
were k Bosatiu nee, and Onchestus it ft city in Bceotia. Calanrea i* 
•n iiluid near TncBni. Hsmonia, i.t. Tbesaaly ; Findar nsea the 
epithet DirpdSiit of Bueidon. Oeneatui, a promoDlory of EabtBa. 
All the place* bare mentioned were laored to the wonhip of Foteidon, 
and aavenl had temples in the god's honour. 
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drug, and sprinkled Iub sliield and weighty epeor and his 
sword all over ; and hie comrades around him tested his 
harness with might and main ; but they were not able to 
bend that apear ever bo little, but it remained hard and 
unbroken as before in their stalwart hands. Then did 
Idas, that son of Aphareas, in furious anger, hack the 
butt end thereof with his mighty sword, but the edge 
leapt from it like a lianuner from an anvil, beaten back, 
and the others, the heroes, cheered in their joy, with good 
hope for his emprise. Next did he sprinkle himself as 
well, and into him there entered fearful valiancy, mar- 
vellous, dauntless, and his hands on either side grew 
stronger, swelling' with might. As when a war-horse, 
eager for the battle, leaps and neighs and paws the ground, 
and in his pride pricks np his ears and rears his neck ; in 
like manner the son of ^son exulted in the strength of 
his limbs. And oft he sprang into the air, hither and 
thither, brandishing his shield of bronze and his ashen 
spear in his hands. Thou wouldst have thought 'twas 
lightning in winter-time, darting from the gloomy sky, and 
leaping, flash on flash, from out the clouds, what time they 
hurry in their wake the blackest storm. 

Now would they hold back no longer from their enter- 
prise, but, tatting them in rows upon the benches, very 
quickly they rowed to yon plain of Ares. How it lay over 
^^ainst the entrance to the town, as far therefrom as is the 
turning-post, which a chariot must win, from the starting- 
place, when at a prince's death his friends appoint contests' 

' tf^yduirat. The word liters!]; = " to be foU to bnTBting, to be 
plomp and full," Lai. tnr^re ; then "to be in full health and 
KreDgtb," Lat. vigere; laatlj, "to swell with pride," e^. a^ySrv 
;iB0oc^"bd arrogant speech." It is an easy transition from one 
meaning to die other. 

' Funeral gamei were a regular cnstoni in ancient tiniei. Cf. the 
account, in Homer's Iliad ad fin.rof the games inatjtntcd bj Achilles in 
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for footmen aod horBemsn, There found they Matoa and 
hosts of other Colohians ; these were stationed on the 
Caucaeian rocks, but he beside the river's winding bank. 

Fortii leapt the son of Matm from the ship, vith spear 
and shield, nnto his taak, so soon as hia crew had fastened 
the cables; and with him he took a gleaming bronze 
helmet, fall of the sharp teeth, and hia sword slung about 
his shouldffl^s, with naked ' body, somewhat resembling Ares, 
and haplj somewhat Apollo with his sword of gold. One 
glance he took aloi^ the lea, and saw the bulls' brazen 
yoke and the plough, made of one piece of ponderous 
adamant, upon it. So he drew nigh, and fixed his strong 
sword upright to the hilt ' hard by, and set the helmet down 
resting gainst it. Then he set forward with shield alone, 
tracking the countless traces of the bulls,, and they from 
some unseen den beneath the ground, where were tiieir 
strong stalls, all wrapt in smoke and flame, rushed forth 
together, breathing flaming fire. Sore afraid were the 
heroes at that sight; but he, firmly planting himself,' 
awaited their onset, as a reef of rock awaits the billows 
driven against it by the countless blasts. And in front he 
held his shield to meet them ; and they t<^ther bellowiI^;, 
smote thereon with their strong horns ; yet they heft bim 
np never a jot by their attack. As when the good leathern 

honour of his de«4 Aiend Patmclm, »nd Vergil's scoouot of gunea M 
the death of Anchisea. 

' -pjiivii. Ares wM represenled in ancieat art M a naked old man. 
As far as h[B nakedness went, Jason resembled him, but in manlj 
beauty he was like ApoUo. yvuvds here probably mearu " with only 
s light DndergaTmenC," i.e. without hia cloak, a oommon usage in 
G»«k. 

' i.a. he stuck his sword into the earth far enoi^h to rest the helnet 
sgunst the hilt. 

* i.e. planting himself firmly Co meet <he onset of the bulls. Cf. i. 
1199, where the aame expreasioD is used of fieraclet when he sets him- 
•elf to pull up the tree bj its roots. 
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bellowa of braziers now tend forth a jet of flame throitgh 
the holeB in the smelting pot,' kindling a consuming 
fire, and now i^ain do cease their blast, while an awful 
roar goeth up therefrom, when it darts up from below ; 
«ven BO those two bnlls did bellow as thejr breathed from 
their mouths the rushing fire, and all about Jason ran the 
consuming flame, striking him like lightning; but the 
maiden's spells protected him. Then did he catch the ox 
on his right hand hy the top of his horn, and dr^^ him 
with all his might and main, till he was near the brazen 
y^oke, and then he threw him down upon the gronnd on his 
knees with one quick kick ' against his brazen hoof. In like 
manner he tripped the other on his knees as he chained, 
smitten with one stroke. And he cast from him his broad 
shield on the earth, and kept those oxen twain where thej 
were fallen on their knees, stepping from side to side, now 
here, now there, rushing headlong through the flame. But 
^etes marrelled at the might of the man. Meantime those 
sons of TyndaruB, — for so had it been long before ordained 
for them,— came near, and gave him the yoke from off the 
ground to cast about them. And he bound it carefully 
upon their necks, and lifting the brazen pole between them, 
made fast its pointed tip unto the yoke. Then those twain 
started back from the fire toward the ship ; but he once 
more took up his shield, and slung it on his back behind, 
and grasped the weighty helmet, full of sharp teeth, and 
his resistless spear, wherewith, tike some labourer with a 
Pelasgian goad, he pricked them, thrusting beneath their 
flanks ; and with a firm hand he guided the shapely plough- 
handle, fashioned of adamant. But the bulls, the while, 

' ore iiiv, answered bj or' ai. Tptpdie xoavoii, the x'""^ (x''") ^ 
the mould into wbich the liquid metal ia poared for casting. Apparentl; 
it had holes aC the top (r/Miraic, i.e. bored through), through which jets 
of flame leapt np at each blast of the bellows. 

* i.t. JasoQ kiclted the buil's legs from under it. 
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were exceeding wroth, breatliiiig gainst him furious 
flaming fire ; and their breath was as the roar of bluster- 
ing winds, in fear of which lea-faring folk do mostly furl 
their wide tail. 

But ;et a little while, and they started in obedience to 
the spear, and the grim fallow was cleft behind them, 
broken up by the might of the bulls and the strong plough- 
man. Terribly groaned the clods wiUial along the furrows 
of the plough as they were broken, each a man's burden ; 
and he followed, pressing down the left stUt with heavy 
tread, while far from him he was casting the t«eth along 
the clods aa each was tilled, with many a backward glance, 
lest the fell crop of earth-born men should rise against him 
ere he was done ; and on toiled those oxen, treadii^ with 
their brazen hoofs. Now when the third part of day, ae it 
waned from dawn, was still left, when swinked labour^v 
call the sweet unyoking hour to come to them at once, in 
that hour the lea was finished ploughing by the tireless 
ploughman, for all it was four plough-gates ; and he 
loosed the plough from the oxen, and scared them in 
flight o'er the plain. Then went he again unto the ship, 
while yet he saw the furrows free of ttie earth-bom men. 
And he drew of the river's stream in his hdmet, and 
quenched. his thirst with water; and he bent his knees to 
supple ' them, and filled his mighty soul with courage, eager 
as a wild boar, that whets his tusks gainst the hunters, 
while from his angry month the foam runs in great flakes 
to the ground. Lo ! now were those earth-bom men spring- 
ing up o'er all the tilth, and the acre of Ares the deatJi- 
dealer was all bristling with mighty shields and twy- 
pointed ' spears and gleaming helmets ; and the sheen 
thereof went flashing through the air from earth beneath 

' yvip^i tKa^pi. Tb* adjectiTe U prubabl; here a predicate, ■* bent 
them lato lappleneBS." 

> i.e. apeftn poiDted >t both end*. 
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to OljmpDB. Ab ■when, in the nmrk of night, after a heavy 
storm of Bnow hath fallen on the earth, th« winds do 
scatter the wintry clonda once more, and all the heavenly 
signs at once are seen shining through the gloom ; ev^i so 
those warriors shone as they grew up above the earth. But 
Jason remembered the counsel of crafty Medea, and caught 
up from the plain a great round rock, a fearful quoit for 
Ares ' the War-god ; four strong men could not have stirred 
it ever so little from the ground. This did he take in his 
hand, and threw it very far into their midst with one 
swing, while himself did boldly couch beneath his shield. 
And the Colchians gave a mighty cry, like the cry of the 
sea when it roars on jagged rocks, but on the king .Setes 
came dumb dismay at the hurtling of that mighty quoit. 
Then did they like sharp-toothed ' AogB leap upon it, and 
with loud yells did rend each other ; and they were falling 
on their mother earth 'neath their own spears, like pines 
or oal», which sudden gusts of wind do shake. Like as 
when a fiery meteor shoots from heaven, with a trail of 
light behind, a marvel to mankind, whoso see it dart and 
flash through the darkling air ; in such wise rushed the son 
of .^Bon on the earth-bom men, and he bared his sword 
from the scabbard, and smote them, mowing them down 
one upon another, many in the belly and fianks as they 
were but half risen to the air, and some in the legs as they 
were rising, others just stending upright, and some as they 
were even now hastening to the fray. As when some yeo- 
man, when a war hath broken out upon his boundaries, 
fearful lest men will ravage his fields, seizes in his hand a 
curved sickle, newly- sharpened, and hastes to cut his crop 

' iraXov 'Aptaf, i.e. a itone big enough to wrre Area for m quoit. 
Enyaliaa, or the War-god, % Homeric epithet of Area ; m Ed^o is the 
goddesa of w«r, Lat, BeJloua. 

> eool={l) quick, twin, actitei (2) sharp, pointed. It occurs in 
both sense* fireqaenlly in ApolloniuB. 



DyGoogle 



146 APOLLOtrius BHODius. [book III. L. 1389-1496. 

unripe, nor vaiteth for it to ripen in its season by the 
beams of the sun ; even so did be tben cut the crop of 
earth-bom men, and the furrows were filled with bh>od, as 
the cbannelB of a spring are filled with water. There the; 
felt ; some on their faces, biting with their teeth the rough 
clods ; some Hpon their backs ; others on the palms of their 
h^ds and sides ; like sea-monsters in shape to behold. And 
many wounded, or erer they had stept forth from the earth, 
bowed their damp brows to the ground and rested there, 
as much of them as had emerged to the air above. Even 
BO shoots newly-planted in an orchard do droop to the 
ground, snapped from their roots, when Zeus sendeth a ' 
torrent of rain, a toil to gardening folk ; and heavy grief 
and bitter sorrow cometh on him who owns the plot of 
ground and tends the plants. So then o'er the heart of 
king .^tes stole heavy griel And he gat him homeward 
to his town t<^ether with his Colchians, musing darkly 
how he might most quickly meet them.' 
And daylight died, and Jason's toil was ended. 

' i.e. demising some pUn to overreach the heroes, uul anticipate 
^ir kction. Owripov, >.<. more quicklf thBH they expected. 
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^lea discovers all ; but meBDIime Medea has fled to Che Argonauts ; 
and bj her aid they have taken the fleece and gone. Absynas, sou of 
JEete», giies cbase ; but coming up with theiD is treacherously slain, at 
the mouth of the IsCer, bj Jason and Medea; whereat Zena is angry, 
bat Hera GTer befriends them. Thence they come to Circe to be purified 
of tbe murder; and they pass through "the Wandering Socks," and 
through Scylla and Charybdit, and past the Sirens, all save But«s ; and 
come nuto Oorcyra, wliere Medea is saved by Alcinons trom tbe pursuit 
of the Culchiana, and is wedded to Jason. Next they are driven to the 
Syrtis ofTLibya, and suETer greatly from thirst. Here Canthus and 
Mopfius meet their doom; and the rest are saved by Tricon and sent 
upon their way to Crete, where Talus withstands them, only to fait 
before Medea's magic. 

Afler this they make a straight run to .Xgina, and so without further 
adventure to their home in Thessaly. 
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Now tell, Muse, child of Zeus, in thine own words, 
the toil and plane of the Colchiau maideD. For 
Terily my mind within me ia swayed perplexedly, aa I 
ponder thereon, whether I am to say, 'twas the sad out- 
come of bittor infatuation or unseemly panic, that made 
lier leave the tribes of the Colchiana. 

.^t^, of a truth, amongst the chosen captains of bis 
people was devising sheer ' treachery against the heroes all 
night in his halls, in wild fury at the sorry ending of the 
contost ; and he was very sure, that ftngry sire, that these 
things were not beiug accompliehed without the aid of his 
own daughtors. 

But upon Medea's heart Hera cast most grievous fear, 
and she trembled, like some nimble &wn, which the bark- 
ing of hounds hath frighted in the thickets of a deep wood- 
land. For anon she thought, that of a surety her help 
would never escape her father's eye, and right soon would 
she fill up her cup of bitterness. And she terrified her 
handmaids, who were privy thereto ; and her eyes were full 
of fire, and in her ears there rang a fearful sound ; and oft 
would she clutoh at her throat, and oft tear the hair upon 
her head and groan in sore anguish. Tea, and in that hour 
would the maid have overleapt her doom and died of a 
poisoned cup, bringing to nought the plans of Hera ; but 
the goddess drove her in panic to fly with the sons of 

' ai'xiiv, Knedy = steep, but metaphoricaUy u here, " sheer, utMr." 
Cr. the expreiaioiiB airii i\M9pos, airbs xoXoc. 

Coogk 
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PhriiuB. And her fluttermg h«art was comforted within 
her. So she in eager haete poured from the casket all 
her drugs at once into the folds of her bosom. And she 
biBeed her bed and the posts of the doors on either side, 
and stroked the walls fondly, and with her hand cut off 
one long tress and left it in her chamber, a memorial of 
her girlish days for her mother; then with a Toice all 
choked with sobs she wept aloud, " Ah, mother mine ! I 
leave thee here this one long tress instead of me, and go ; 
so take this last farewell as I go far from hence ; farewell 
Chalciope, farewell to all my home ! Would that the sea 
had dashed thee, stranger, in pieces, or ever thou didst 
reach the Colcbian land ! " 

So spake she, and from her eves poured forth a flood of 
tears. Even as a captive maid stealeth forth from a 
wealthy house, one whom fate hath lately reft from her 
country, and aa yet knoweth she nought of grievous toil, 
but a stranger to misery and slavish tasks, she cometh in 
terror 'neath the cruel hands of a mistress; like her the 
lovely maiden stole forth swiftly from her home. And the 
bolts of the doors yielded of their own accord to her touch, 
springing back at her hurried spells. With bare feet she 
sped along the narrow paths, drawing her robe with her 
left hand over her- brows to veil her face and fair cheeks, 
while with her right hand she lifted up the hem of her 
garment. Swiftly along the unseen track she came in her 
terror outside the towers of the spacious town, and none of 
the guard marked her, for she sped on and they knew it 
not. Then marked she well her way unto the temple, for 
she was not ignorant of the paths, having wandered thither 
oft aforetime in quest of corpses and the nozioua roots of 
the earth, as a sorceress must; yet did her heart quake 
with fear and trembling. Now Titania, goddess of the 
moon,' as she sailed up the distant sky, caught sight of that 
' The Moon wu the child of Eypenun ths Tifaut and Theik. 
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mtiid distraught, and Bavagely she eiiilt«d o'er her in words 
like these, " So I am not the only one to wander to the cave 
on Latmos ; not I alone hum with love for fair Endymion ! 
How oft have I gone hence before thj cunning spells, with 
thoughts of lore, that thou mightest work in peace, in the 
pitchy night, the sorceries so dear to thee. And now, I 
trow, hast thoQ too found a like sad fate, and some god of 
sorrow hath given thee thy Jason for a very troublous 
grief. Well, go thy way ; yet steel thy heart to take up 
her load of bitter woe, for all thy understanding." 

So spake she ; but her feet bare that other hasting on 
her way. Bight glad was she to climb the river's high 
banks, and see before her the blazing fire, which all night 
long the heroes kept up in joy for the issue of the enter- 
prise. Then through the gloom, with piercing voice, she 
called aloud to Phrontis, youngest of the sons of Phrixus, 
from the further bank ; and he, with his brethren and the 
son of ^son too, deemed it was his sister's voice, and the 
crew marvelled sUeutly, when they knew what it really was. 
Thrice she lifted up her voice, and thriee at the bidding of 
his company cried Fhrontis in answer to her ; and those 
heroes the while rowed swiftly over to fetch her. Not yet 
would they cast the ship's hawsers on the mainland, but 
the hero Jason leapt quickly ashore from the deck above, 
and with him Fhrontis and Argus, two sons of Phrixus, 
also sprai^ to land ; then did she clasp them by the knees 
with both her hands, and spake : " ^ve me, friends, me 
most miserable, aye, and yourselves as well from ^etes. 
For ere now all is discovered, and no remedy cometh. 
Nay, let us fly aboard the ship, before he mount his swift 

' LalinoB is * bill in Ctria, where Endymiou dw«lt Id a cave. He 
lud incnrred the anger of Zeiu bjr becoming enamoared of Hera, 
wherefore be was coadeoiiied to Bleep (or erer ; and the Moon saw him 
asleep and was itmck by his beautj, ao that she came often to the 
cavern on Xaudos. 
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horses. And I will give you the golden fleece, when I hare 
lulled the gu&rdiiui snake to rest ; but thou, stranger, now 
amongst thy comrades take heaven to witness to the pro- 
mises thoa didst make me, and make me not to go away 
from hence in sconi asd shame, for want of friends." 

So spake she in her sore distress, and the heart of the 
son of ^son was very gbA ; at once he gently raised her 
up, where she was fallen at his knees, and took her in his 
arms and comforted her, " God help thee, lady ! Be Zeus 
of Olympus himself witness of mine oath, and Hera, queen 
of marriage, bride of Zeus, that I will of a truth establish 
thee as my wedded wife in my house, when we are come on 
our return to the land of Hellas." 

So spake he, and therewith clasped her right hand in his 
own. Then bade she them row the swift ship witii all 
speed unto the sacred grove, that they might take the fleece 
and bear it away against the will of .Jletes, while yet it was 
night. Without delay deeds followed words; for they 
made her embark, and at once thrust out the ship from the 
shore ; and loud was the din, as the heroes strained at their 
oars. But she, starting back, stretched her hands wildly 
to the shore ; but Jason cheered her with words, and stayed 
her in her sore grief. 

In the hour when huntsmen ' were shaking sleep from 
their eyes, men who trust unto their hounds and never 
sleep away the end part of the night, but shun the light 
of dawn, lest it smite them too soon with it« dear beams, 
and efface the track and scent of the game ; in that hour 
the son of ^son and the maiden stept from the ship into 
a grassy spot, called " the Barn's couch," the spot where 
first he rested his weary knees from bearing on his back 
the Minyan son of Athamaa. Nigh thereto are the founda- 
tions of an altar, smirched with soot, which on a day 

' icfpSrai a here ^ aypivTm, " hnnttmen," not " MaDtrymeD," aa tb* 
word propeiij means. 

DigniodD, Google 
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PhrixuH, BOn of £oliia, did btiild to Zeus, who ajdeth 
fugitiTes, offering that strange creature with his fleece of 
gold, even as HenneB bad bidden, when of his good will he 
met liim. There it was that the heroes set them down by 
the counsel of Argus. So they twain went along the patli 
to the sacred grove, in quest of the wondrous oak, whereon 
the fleece was hung, restit^; there like a cloud that turns 
to red in tbe fiery beams of the rising sun. But right in 
their way that serpent with his ke^i sleepless eyes, stretched 
out his long neck, when he saw them coining, and horribly 
' he hissed, so that tbe long banks of the river and the 
grove echoed strangely all around. Even they heard it, who 
dwelt in the Colchian land very far from Titanian ' Ma by 
the month of the Lycus, that stream that parteth from the 
roaring river Araxes, and brings his sacred flood to join 
tlie Phasis ; and they twain flow on together and pour into 
the Caucasian ' sea. And women in their travail arose iu 
terror, and cast their anna in a^ony about their new>bom 
babes, who cried in their mothers' ^ms, trembling at the 
serpent's hiss. As when, above smouldering wood, count- 
less sooty eddies of smoke do whirl, and one upon another 
rises ever upward from below, hovering aloft in wreaths ; 
so then that monster writhed his endless coils, covered 
with hard dry scales. But, aa he writhed, the maiden 
came in sight, calling with sweet voice Sleep, highest ' of 
gods, to her aid, to charm the fearsome beast; and she 
called on the queen of the nether world, who roams by 
night, to grant her a favourable enterprise. And the son 
of ^son followed in fear. But lo ! that snake, charmed 
by her voice, loosened the giant coil of his long spine, and 

' The IuhI wm k> ealkd from the rirer Tlun. 

' i.t. the Eaxino, into which the Phasia fiJb, ao called from itBTicin[tj 
to the Ckocmim. 

> Sleep is fint or highest of godi, inumuch u >U mutt obey it* 
dietatea. 
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Btretched out his countless, folds, lite a. dark WLve, dumb 
and DoiBeleHB, rolling o'er a alu^sh eea ; but yet he held 
hia grueeonie bead on high, ea^r to seize them both ia his 
deadly jaws ; but the maiden dipt a epray of juniper just 
cut in her thick broth,' ajid sprinkled charms unmixed 
upon his eyes, chanting the while ; and all axound him the 
potent smell of the drug shed slumber, and he let his jav 
sink dovn upon that spot, and far behind ^lii" through the 
trunks of the wood his endless coils were stretched. Then 
did Jason take the golden fleece from the oak, at the 
maiden's ludding ; while she stood staunchly by him and 
rubbed the beast's head with her drug, until the voice of 
Jason bade her turn and com^ unto the ship, for be yrsa 
leaving the dusky grove of Ares. As a maiden catches on 
her fine-wrought robe the rays of the moon at her full,* 
when she soareth above die high-roofed chamber, and her 
heaxt within her rejoices at the sight of the lovely lif^t j 
80 then was Jason glad, as he lifted the great fleece in his 
hands, and o'er his Bun-burnt cheeks and brow there 
settled a flush as of flame from the flashing of the fleece ; 
as IB the hide of a yearling ox, or of a hind which hunters 
call a brocket, even such was the skin of the fleece,' all 
covered with gold and heavy with wool ; and the ground 
sparkled exceedingly before Mb feet as he went. On strode he 
with it thrown now over his left shoulder, and hanging from 
his neck above down to his feet, and now again would he 
gather it up in his hands ; for he feared exceedingly, lest 
some god or man should meet him and take it from him. 
Dawn was spreading o'er the earth, when they came 

' A thick hell-broth of magical drugs, such aa the witches in 
" Uacbeth " are reprcBentcd aa brewing. 

' To see the moon al her full was » luck; omen for a jonng bride. 

' aMTov is etrictlf the beet or choicest of its kind, Ui« pick of the 
whole. Here it ii nsed of the fineit wool. Homer employ it in the 
lame sense, and also of the finest linen, Xivoio \arTby awrmi. 
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nnto their company ; and the young men were astonied at 
eight of the great fleece, flashing like the lightning of 
ZeuB. And each man was eager to touch it and take it ia 
his hands. But the son of ^son checked them all, and 
o'er it cast a new-made robe ; then he took and set the 
maiden on the stem, and thus spake amongst them all ; 
"No longer, friends, shrink now from faring homeward. 
For now is the need accomplished easily by the plana of 
the maiden, for which we dared this grievous voyage in 
toil and sorrow. Her of her own free will I will bear to my 
home to be my wedded wife ; and do ye protect her, for 
that she was a ready champion of all Achraa and of you. 
For surely, an I think aright, 2Eete» will come to stop ns 
with an armM throng from getting sea-ward from out the 
river. So one half of you throughout the ship row at the 
oars, seated man by man, while the other half hold up your 
oxhide shields before them, a ready defence against the darts 
of the enemy, and fight ye for our return. For now, my 
friends, we hold in our hands our children and our country 
and our aged parents ; and the &te of Hellas hangeth on 
our enterprise, to win deep shame or haply great renown." 

So spake he, and did on his harness of war ; and they 
cried aloud, filled with a strange desire. But he drew his 
sword ^m the scabbard and cut the stem-cables of the 
ship, and nigh to the maiden he set himself to fight by ' 
the pilot AucffiUB, with his helmet on his head ; then on 
sped the ship, as they hasted to row her ever onward and 
clear of the river. 

But now was Medea's love and her work known to proud 
.£etes and to all the Colchians, and they gathered to the 
assembly in their harness. Countless as the waves, that 
raise their crests before the wind on a stormy sea, or as the 

' rapipaaa, " wt himself to fight bj " ^ ^v irapa/Sanic. The vapa- 
jSorqc was the warrior wbo (tood beside the charioteer, Cf. Homor, 
Ili*d, ii. 104. 
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leaves, that fall to earth through the wood with its thick 
branches in the month when leaves are shed, and who 
shall tell their number? in such countless throngs they 
flocked along the river-banka, with eager cries ; but their 
king .^tes towered o'er all with bis steeds in his shapely 
car, those steeds which Helios did give him, swift as the 
breath of the wind ; in his left hand he held bis round 
shield, and in the other a long pine-torch,' and hie huge 
Bword was readj drawn before him, and Absyrtus grasped 
the reins of the horses. But the ship was cleaviDg her 
way out to sea already, driven on by the stout rowers and 
the downward current of the mighty river. Then the king 
in sore distress raised his hands and called on Helios and 
Zeus to witness their evil deeds ; and forthwith uttered he 
fearful threats gainst all his people, if they should not 
bring the maiden with their own hands, either upon shore or 
£ndbig the ship on the swell of the open sea, that he m^ht 
sate his e&gei soul with vengeance for all these things, 
while they should know and endure in their own persons 
all his fury and all his revenge. 

So spake Metes, and on the self-same day the Golcbians 
launched their ships and put the tackling in them, and the 
self-same day sailed out to sea ; thou wouldst not have 
thought it was a fleet of ships so much as a vast flight of 
birds, screaming o'er the sea in flocks. 

Swift blew the wind by the counsels of the goddess 
Hera, that so Mmxa Medea might come most quickly to 
the Pela^an laud to plague the house of Pelias ; and on 
the third day at dawn they bound the cables of the ship 
to the cliffa of the Paphl^^nea, at the mouth of the river 
Halys ; for Medea bade them go ashore and appease Hecate 
with sacrifice. Now that which the maiden did prepare 

' -reCtti tlrietlf = the fir-tree ; tlien mnfthing made of it, u hare 
" a torch." .£etea intended to fire Argo fint of all, and cat off all 
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and offer in saorifice, let no man know, nor let my heart 
urge me to Eong thereof. I shudder to utter it. Yerily 
that altar which the heroes builded on the attand unto tba 
goddess, abideth from that day forth until now, for men 
of later days to see. 

Anon the eon <^ Meoa minded him of Fhineus, and 
likewise did the other heroes, how that he told them they 
should find a different course from ^a, but his meaning 
was hidden ^m them all. But to their eager ears did 
Argus made harangue : " Let ua now t« Orchomenus, 
whither that unerring seer, whom ye met aforetime, fore- 
told that ye would come. For there ia another course, 
well known unto the prieats of the immortal goda, who are 
sprung from Tritoniau Thebe.' While aa yet the stars, 
which wheel in the firmament, were not ; nor yet was any 
sacred race of Danad to be heard of, but only Apidaneau 
Arcadians, those Arcadians who are said to have lived before 
ever the moon was, feeding on acorns in the hills ; nor as yet 
was the Pelagian land ruled by the famed aooa of Deucalion ; ' 
in the days when £gypt, mother of primeval men, was 
called the rich land of the morning, with that Tritonian 
river ' of seven streams, whereby all that land of the morn- 
ing ia watered ; for no rain * from Zeus doth wet the aoil, 
and yet do crops spring up abundantly at the river's 
mouth. Tea, a^d they tell how a man ' went forth from 

■ Thebe in £)C7pt- The Egyptian prieiU were the great iepo«iKiT7 
of all occult knowledge in aDcient times. 

' " The lonB of Deuoilion " were laid to hare founded a, dynasty in 
Thessaly, anciently called Feloigia, feoai Pelasgua, one of its kings. 

• Is the Nile. 

* Tb« tbaory that rain neier falls in ^gy^t i* not anthenlicated; 
it does fall occaiiooaUy and belTily, though it is trae that the ri^ng of 
the Nile ii more to be depended on than the occasional showen. 

' The king Sesonchoeis, iomstiines called Sesoslria. Herodotus in 
hi* Bcconnt of Egypt gives ioteresting details respecting this Egyptian 
monarch. 
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tlieDc« upon his travels through all Europe and Asia, 
tniBtmg in the might aad strength of his people and in 
his own courage; and, as he went, be founded manj a 
town, some whereof men haplj still inhabit, and some 
maybe no longer ; for manj a long age hath passed since 
then. 

But ^a still abides steadfast, and the children of those 
men, whom that king did plant therein to dwell there ; 
these men preserve writings of their fathers, graved upon 
pillars, whereon are all the ways and limits of sea and 
dry land, far and wide, for those who come thither. How 
there is a river, farthest branch of Ocean, broad and very 
deep for e'en a merchant ship to pass thereon ; they call it 
later," and far away they have traced it on their chart ; for 
a while it cleaveth through the boundless tilth in one 
solitary stream, for its springs roar and seethe far away 
beyond the north wind's breath in the Bhip»an mountains. 

But when it enters the boundaries of Thrace and Scythia, 
thenceforth in two streams it pours one half its waters by 
one channel into the Ionian aea, while the residue it sends, 
after the division, through a deep bay that openeth into 
the Trinacrian * sea, which lieth along your coast, if ' in very 
truth the AchelouB flows forth from your land." 

So spake he ; and the goddess vouchsafed them a lucky 
sign, at sight whereof all gave glory to her, that this was 
their appointed path. For before them went a trail of 
lieavenly radiance, where they mi^ht pass. So there they 
left the son of Lycus, and sailed in gladness of heart across 
the sea, with canvas set, their eyes upon the hills of the 

' The later (modem Danube), according to Apollonius, pusing 
through Scfthift and Thrace, becomes two streung, one of trhiob fUb 
into the Enxias, th« other into the Tyrrtieniui sea. 

' TpOMutpioo, i.e. Sicilian, 90 colled from the three beadluids of Sicily, 
PachTnui, Liljbaum, and Felorus {rpi-wcpia). 

' tl iriiv 54. Argus onlj knew of Bellas b; bear*>7; he ia not 
thacefore certain if he iiaa heard aright about the rlrer Acheloos. 
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I^phlagonea. But they did not round Coniinilna, for 
the winds and the blaze of hearenlj fire abode with them, 
till they entered Igter's mighty stream. 

Now some of the Colcfaians, after a vain search, had 
sailed through the Cyanean rocks into Pontua, while others 
had made for the river under the command of Absyrtua, 
and he had withdrawn a space and entered the "fair 
mouth." So he had juat anchored before them beyond a 
neck of land inside the furthest bay of the Ionian sea ; for 
later floweth ronnd an ialand by name Pence, triangular 
in shape, with its base unto the sea shore, and a narrow 
angle toward the river's stream ; around it the river 
branches into two channela. One they call the mouth of 
Narei, the other below the bottom of the island, call they 
the " fair mouth " ; and here it was that Abeyrtus and hia 
Colchians put in and anchored in haste ; while the heroes 
sailed further up-atream to the top of the island. And in 
the water.meada the shepherds of the country left good 
store of aheep, in fear of the ships, for they thought them 
monsters coming forth from the teeming deep. For they 
had never seen aea-faring shipa anywhere before, nor yet 
had the Scythians, who are mixed with the Thracians, nor 
the Sigynni, nor yet the Graucenii, nor the Lindi who 
dwell next to these on the great Laurian steppes. 

Now when they had paased by the mountain of Anchurus 
and the rock of Cauliacus, a little space from that moun- 
tain, round which the later parts in twain and rolls his 
full tide this way and that, and past that Laurian plain ; 
then did the Colchians go forth into the Cronian ' sea, and 
cut off all the routes that they might not escape them. 
But the heroes reached the river after them, and passed 
close to the two Brygean ' ialea of Artemis, where on the 

' The Admtic, so called because Cronoa had Mrti upon its shores. 
* Bfivyitiiat. The Brf g[uis were a savage Thracian tribe, worship- 
ping Arteui*. 
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one was a aacred building, and on the other they did l&nd, 
being ware of the host of Absyrtus ; for the Colchians had 
left those islands within the riTer void of cities as they were, 
in awe of the daughter of Zeus ; though the others, which 
guarded the passages to the sea, were crowded with tiieir 
folk ; and so it was that Absyrtus left his host upon the 
headlands, nigh to the isles, between the river Salangon 
and the Thradan ' land. 

There would the handful of Minyee have yielded then in 
pitiful fray to their more numerous foes ; but ere that they 
nude a treaty and coTenant, aroiding the dire quarrel ; 
they were still to keep fairly the golden fleece, since .Jjetes 
himself had so promised them, if .they should fulfil their 
tasks, whether they did wrest it from him by guile or 
haply in the open, gainst his will ; but for Medea, — for 
there was the quarrel, — they were to deliver her to the 
virgin child of Leto apart from their company, until one of 
the kings, that defend justice, should decide whether she 
must go again unto her father's house, or follow the 
chieftains to the land of Hellas. 

Now when the maiden inly mused on each thing, verily 
sharp anguish shook her heart unceasingly, and she called 
Jason apart from his crew and led him aside, till they were 
far withdrawn ; then to his face she told her piteous tale, 
" Son of iBson, what is this purpose ye design together 
about me P hath thy triumph cast such exceeding f orget- 
fulnesB on thee, and dost thou pay no heed to all that thou 
didst promise in thine hour of need ? where are thy oaths 
by Zeus, the god of suppliants ? where are all thy honied 
promises fled P for which, in shameful wise, with shame- 
lesB wiU, I have put far from me my country, my glorious 
home, my parents too, all that I held most dear ; and all 
alone am I being carried far over the sea with the sad 

■ Vimioc, i-t- Thrsdsn. The Nestas ii s itnall riTW in Thrsce, 
diTiding it from Hacedonii. 
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kmg-fifiherfl, for the sake of thy troubles, that by mine aid 
thoQ mighteet accomplish in safety thy toils with the bulls 
and the earth-bom warriors. Lastly, 'twas by my foolish 
help thoa didst take the fleece when it was found. But I 
bare spread a foul reproach on the race of women. Lo ! I 
thought I should come with thee to tiie land of Hellas as 
thy bride, thy wife, and sister dear. Oh ! save me with all 
good will ! leave me not apart from thee, whilst thou goest 
to the kings. Nay, Bare me as 1 am, and let that just and 
sacred bond, that we twain made, be firmly tied ; else do 
thou here at once cleave through this throat with thy 
sword, that 1 may receive the gift my mad passion has 
deserved. Ah ! woe is me ! if yon tii^, whose judgment 
ye await in this your bitter covenant, should decide that I 
am my brother's. How shall I come before my father ? 
Will not my fame be passing fair ? what vengeance, what 
grievous torture shall I not endure in ^ony for the awful 
deeds that I have done P and thou, shalt thou find the 
return thou longest for ? Ho, that may the bride of Zeus, 
queen of the world, in whom is thy joy, never bring to 
pass! And some day mayest thou remember even me, 
when thou art racked with anguish ; and may the fleece, 
like a dream, float away from thee into darkness on the 
wings of the wind. Tea, and may my avenging spirit 
chase thee anon from thy fatherland ; so terrible is my 
fate through thy cruelty. ITor is it ordained that these 
corses fall fruitless to the ground, for thou hast sinned 
indeed ^;ainst a mighty oath, without pity ; nay, ye shall 
not loi^t at your ease wink the eye in mockery of me here- 
after, for all your covenant," 

So spake she, in the heat of her vehement rage ; for she 
was longing to fire the ship, and tear it all asunder, and then 
to throw herself upon the devouring flame. But Jason, 
though somewhat afraid, made answer thus with soothing 
wonU : " Qad help thee, lady ! stay thine hand. These 

H 
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thinge are not after mine owa heart. But we seek some delaj 
from the conflict, ao thick is the cloud of furious foea 
around ub for thj salce. For all who dw^ is this land 
are eager to help AbBTrtus, that thej may bring thee home 
again unto thy father, like some captive naaid. And we, if 
we meet them in battle, shall all be slain ourselree by a 
hat«f ul doom ; and that surely will be a grief yet more 
bitter, if we die and leave thee a prey in their hands. Now 
this our ooTenant shall accomplish a cunning wile, whereby 
we will bring Absyrtus to deatructioTi. And they who dwell 
around will never come ^^ainst us for thy sake after all, to 
pleasure the Colchians, without their prince, who is both 
thy champion and thy brother ; nor will I shrink from 
fighting them face to face, if so be they will not let us sail 
forth." 

So spake he, soothing her ; but she let fall a deadly ' 
speech: "Hearken now. Needs must one in sorry case 
devise a aorry plan ; for at the first was I led astray by a 
mistake, and evil were the desires I had from heaven. Do 
thou in the turmoil ward off from me the spears of the 
Colchians, and I will entice him ' to come into your hands, 
and do thou welcome him with gladdening gifts, if haply I 
can persuade the heralds to depart and bring him all by 
himself to agree to my proposals. Then, if this deed is to 
thy mind, slay him and join in fray with the Colchians ; 
'tis nought to me." 

So they twain E^reed and planned great treachery t^ptunst 
Absyrtus, and they gave him many a gift for stranger's 
wdcome, and amongst them that dark robe divine of Hyp* 
eipyle ; the robe which the goddess Graces had made with 
their own hands for Dionysus in sea-girt Nazos, and he 
gave it afterwards to his son Thoas, who left it in turn 

' i.r. a ipeach that would bring death to tomeoDe — in tbis case to 
Abi^us — so that it comet to be pTedicstire or prolatii^ 
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to Hypsipyle, and she gare that robe too, a fair-wrought 
stranger's gift with many another wonder, unto the son ot 
^Bon for to take with him. Never wouldst thou satisfy 
thy sweet lon^nf; in stroking it or gazing thereupon. And 
the Btnell therwf was likewise wondrous sweet, from the 
day on which the prince of Nysa ' himself lay down thereon, 
flushed with wine and nectar, with the fair form of Hinos' 
daughter in his arms, whom on a day Theseus bad left in 
the isle of Naios, when she followed him from Crete. 

Kow wLen Medea hod declared her meaning to . the 
heralds, so as to persuade them to depart, as soon as 
Absyrtus came by agreement to the temple of the goddess 
and n^ht's bltu:k pall was over all, that so she might de- 
vise with him a cunning plan whereby to take the fleece of 
gold, and come again unto the house of £etes ; for, said 
she, the sons of Phrixus gave her by forc« unto the 
strangers to bear away. Thus did she persuade them, 
sprinkling the air and the breeze with magic dn^, such 
as can draw the wild beast from the pathless hill, be he 
never BO far away. 

cruel Love, man's cMefeet bane and curse ! from thee 
proceed deadly feuds and moumii^ and lamentation ; yea, 
and countlesB sorrows beside all these are by thee stirred 
up. TTp, and arm thee against the foemen's sons, thou 
deity, as in the day thou didst inspire Medea, with her fell 
murderous thoughts. But how did she slay Absyrtus by 
an evil doom when he came to her ? For that must our 
song tell next. 

When they had left her in the isle of Artemis, as hod 
been f^^reed, then did these anchor their ships apart from 
one another ; but t^t prince, Jason, went unto an ambush 
to await Absyrtus and his company. But he, tricked by 
their promises so dire for him, rowed quickly in his ship 
* Dionjtng, who foand Ariadne on the islsnd of Nkxoa, after her 
desertion b; Theteas. 
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ftcrosB tbe gulf of sea, ae the night grew dark:, and landed 
on the Ba«red isle. Straight on his way he went alone, and 
made trial of his aigter with words, even as a tender child 
tries a torrent in winter, which not even strong men can 
pass ; if haply she would devise some guile gainst the 
strangers. So thej twain agreed together on all points, 
when on a sudden the son of ^son leapt from the thick 
ambush, clutching in his hand a naked sword ; quickly the 
maiden turned away her eyes, covering them with her veil, 
that she might not see the blood of her brother when he 
was smitten. Him did Jason strike from his ambuscade, 
as a butcher strikes a mighty bull with strong horns, hard 
by the temple, which the Brygiane, who dwell on the main- 
land opposite, once had bnilt for Artemis. There at its 
threshold he fell upon his knees, but as the hero breathed 
out his soul with his dying breath, he caught up in his 
hands black blood from the wound, and dyed with crimsoii 
his sister's silvery veil and robe, as she shrunk from him. 
But a pitiless spirit of vengeance, irresistible, gave one 
quick look askance at the murderous deed they wrought. 
Then the hero, ^e son of ^son, first cut off some limbs ' of 
the murdered man, and thrice licked up some blood, and 
thrice spat the pollution from his mouth, for so must they 
make expiation who have murdered a man by treachery. 
Then he buried the clammy corpse in the ground, where 
to this day lie his bones amoi^st the Absyrtians.' 

In the same hour the heroes, seeing before them a 
blazing torch, the signal which the maiden raised for them 

' Those wbo bad coilimittod murder cat oCT cert&in extremities of the 
mnrdeTed one, by way of KrerCiiig the curse of bloodshed. These thej 
bung as chums aboat their necks, and also performed certain other cere- 
monies M here mentioned. 

' 'A^vpTiumv. The followers of AbsjrtuB were afraid to return t» 
JGetes afier the murder of bis son, so thej settled in lUjria, near the 
Ceraunian mQuntuns, under the name of Absfrtiana. 

^. '.oogic 



■IL. 468>£17.] THB ABOOHADTICA. 165 

to cross, laid their ship alongside the Golchian barqae, and 
slew the crew thereof, as hawks drive flocks of dores in 
confusion, or fierce lions & great flock of sheep, vhen they 
have leapt upon the fold. Not one of them escaped death, 
but thej fell on the whole crew, destroying them as fire 
doth ; at the last came Jason up, e^er to help them, bnt 
they had no need of his succour ; bnt were already anxious 
on his account. Then they sat them down and took sage 
counsel about the Yoyage ; and aa they mused thereon 
came the maiden to join them, and Feleus first made 
harangue: "Lol I bid you embark now, while it is yet 
n^ht, upon the ship, and take the pass^e opposite to that 
which the enemy hold ; for at dawn, as soon as they per- 
ceive all, methinks there is no argument which will ni^ 
them to pursue us further, so as to prevail with them ; 
but they will part asunder in grievous quarrels, aa men do 
who have lost their king. And when once the folk are 
divided, 'twill be an easy route for us, or indeed for any 
who come hither hereafter." 

So spake he, and the young men approved the word 
of the son of ^acus. So they went quickly aboard and 
bent to their oars unceasingly, until they came to the 
sacred isle of Electra, chiefest of isles, nigh to the river 
Eridanua. 

'So'w the Colchians when they learnt the death of their 
prince, were right eager to search the Cronian sea through- 
out for Argo and the Minyte. But Hera restnuned them 
by fearful thunderinga and lightninga from the sky. And 
they ended by being afraid of their own homea in the 
Cytiean land for fear of JBetes' savage fury. So they came 
to land in different places and settled there securely. 
Some landed on those very islands, on which the heroes 
had halted ; and there they dwell, called after Ahsyrtua ; 
others built a fenced city by the deep black stream of the 
Ulyrian river, where ia the tomb of Harmonia and Cadmus, 
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Bettling amongtt the Eucheleaiiei ; and others dwell apoa 
the moimtaina, wbich are called " the Thunderers," from 
the day that the thunder of Zeua the son of CroooB 
stayed them from going to the island over against them. 

But the heroes, when now their return seemed assured 
them, did then bind their cables on the shore of the 
Hjlleans aud go forth. For there be groups of islands scat- 
tered there, making the passage through them hard for 
sailors. But the Hjlleans no more devised enmity against 
them, as before; but of themselves did further their 
voyage, getting as their guerdon Apollo's mighty tripod. 
For Fhcebus gave to the son of ^bod tripods twsin, to 
carry to that far country, when he journeyed thither in 
obedience to an oracle, on the day when he came to sacred 
Fytho to enquire about this very voys^; and it was 
ordained that wheresoever these were set up, that land 
should never be ravaged by the attack of f oemen. Where- 
fore to this day that tripod is buried in. yon land near the 
pleasant city of Hyllns, deep beneath the soil, that it may 
ever be hidden from mortal ken. 

But they found not king Hyllus still living there, whom 
comely MeUte bare to Heracles in the land of the Phna- 
cians. For E^'acles came hither to the house of Nausithous 
and to Maoris, the nurse of Dionysus, to wash away the awful 
murder of hk children ; there did that hero vanquish in 
love's warfare the daughter of the river iBgteus, Melite, the 
water-nymph, and she bare strong Hyllus. But he, when 
he grew up, cared not to abide in the island itself, under 
the eye of iN^ausithous, its prince, but went o'er the Cronian 
sea, having gathered to him the pec^le of the Phseadans 
who dwelt there ; for the hero Nausithous helped him on 
bis way; there did he settle, and was slain by the 
Mentores, as he stood up to do battle for the oxen of his 
field. 

But, ye goddesses, how came Argo's wondrous pennon in 
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clear view outside the sea, about the Auaoaian ' land and the 
Ligyatian islanda, which aie called " the line of ielea P " 
what need, what busineBs brought her so far away ? what 
breezes bare them hither? 

Zeus, I trow, the king of gods, was seized with fuiy at 
their deed, when Absyrtus was mightily o'erthrown ; but 
yet he ordained that they should wash away the guilt 
of blood by the counsels of Mteaa Circe, and after first en- 
during oountlees woes should return. ITow none of the 
chieftains was ware thereof ; bat starting from the land of 
Hyllus they hasted far on their way, and they left on the 
lee those islands of the labumi that lie in order on the sea, 
peopled formerly by Colchians, Issa and Dusceladus and 
lovely Pityeia. And, next to them, they came unto Corcyra, 
where Poseidon had settled the daughter of Asopua, Cor- 
cyra of the fair tresses, far from the land of Phlius, whence 
he had snatched her in his love ; and sailors, seeing it rise 
darkly txom the main with black woodland all around, do 
call it Oorcyra the Black. Next passed they Melite, 
rejoicing greatly at the gentle breeze, and steep Cerossus, 
and I^ymphf^ on the far horizon, where queen Calypso, 
daughter of Atlas, had her home ; and lo ! they deemed 
they saw the shadowy " bills of thunder." Then was Hera 
ware of the angry counsels and the heavy wrath of Zeus for 
their sake ; and forasmuch as she was planning the fulfilment 
of that Toya^, she did stir up head-winds,' whereby they 
were cauglkt and carried back upon the rocky isle of Electra. 

■ 'Avaovi^v, i.e. ItBlj*. Ab b matter of t*ct, ApfllloDius U guilty of 
&n uiBchronism in oung this ntme for Italy in the lime of the Argo- 
naoti, fbr it took the title in later time* trom Anson, the iod of Odys- 
eeua and Calypso. 

Aiyvariiat- Thcee islands are threa in number, and lie in a tow off 
the coast of luly. 

' Hera brougbt them bj contrary winds to the island of Eleclra, in 
OTder that Jason and Uedea might there be purified hj Ciroe of the 
blood of Absyrtus. 
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Anon from out the hollow ship, in mid ooorse, the oakea 
beam from Bodona, which Athaie had fitted down the 
middle of the keel, f oimd a tongue and cried out iu human 
Toice. And deadl}r fear came on them as they heard the 
voice, that told of Zeos's grierous wrath. For it said the^ 
nhould not escape a passage o'er a lengthy sea, nor troubloiw 
tempests, unless Oiroe purged them of the ruthless murder 
of AbBTTtns; anditbadePolydeucesandCEtstorpraytotbe 
deathless gods to grant a pass^e first across the Ausonian 
sea, wherein thej should find Ciroe, daughter of Perse and 
Helios. 

So cried Aigo in the gloom ; and they, the sons of 1^- 
daruB, arose, and raised their hands to the immortals, 
prajing for each and all ; for deep dismay was come upon 
the other Minjan heroes. But the ship sped on apace ; 
and they entered far into the stream of Eridanus, where on 
a day I^iaethon, smitten through the breast with a blazing 
bolt, fell scorched from the chariot of Helios into the mouth 
of that deep sheet of water, and it belches forth heavy 
clouds of steam txom his wound that still is smouldering. 
"So bird can spread his Ught pinions and cross that water, 
but half-way it flutters and then plunges in the flame. 
Bound about the daughters of the Sun > sadly raise their 
dirge of woe, as they dance round the tall poplars; and from 
their eyes they shed upon the ground bright drops of amber, 
which dry up on the sand beneath the sun's heat ; but when 
the swollen billows of the dark mere do dash against the 
rocks before the blast of the noisy wind, then are they 
rolled all together along the billowy tide into the Eridanus. 
And the Celts have set this legend to them, how that they 

> The dkufhten of the Sdd are represCDUd &» oer weeping for the 
daftth of their brother nisetboQ, wbo was ilain b; the thund^toll of 
Zeiu, for PfatethoD had periukded hit father Helioi to let faim drive hii 
chariot for one da/, but he had prored onable to manage the needa, and 

had endangered (ha safety of the tiniTene. 
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are the tears of Apollo, sou of Leto. hurried away in tbo 
swirling stream, all those manj tears he shed the day he 
«ame to the sacred race of the Hyperboreans,' leaving 
jradiant heaven at the chiding of his father, wroth at the 
slaying of his son, whom divine Ooronis bare in rich 
taoereia, by the month of the Amyms. So runs the legend 
'mongst those folk. But these felt no desire for meat or 
drink, nor did their spirit turn to mirth. But all day, 
I trow, were they worn out and grievously weakened by the 
foul stench, which the streams of Eridanus sent up nnceas- 
ingly from smouldering Phaethon; and all night too 
they heard the shrill lament of the daughters of the Sun, 
loudly wailing ; and as they mourned their tears were 
borne along the waters, as it were drops of oil. 

Thence they entered the deep stream of Bhodanus, 
which comes to joiii the Eridanus ; and at their meeting 
doth the water roar in wild commotion. Now that river, 
rising in a land very far away, where are the portals and 
the habitation of Night, doth pour himself on one side 
upon the ocean's clifEs,,on another doth he fall iuto the 
Ionian sea, while by yet a third channel he easts his 
stream through seven mouths into the Sardinian sea and 
its boundless bay. Thence they sailed into stormy lakes, 
which open out along the vast mainland of the Celts, and 
there would they have met vrith a foul mishap. For a 
certain off-stream was bearing them into the ocean-gulf, 
and they not knowing were about to sail thereinto ; 
whence they would never have won a safe return. But 
Hera sped forth from heaven and shouted from the 
Hercynian rock ; and one and all did quake with fear at 
her shout, for terribly rumbled the wide firmament. So 

' Apollo left Oljmpaa Knd went lu lire among the Hjperboreang, 
the mMt Tcmote of men, irhen Zens had alain hii son .^Bcalapio*, 
bec*a*e he, i.e. JEiculapiiu, by hie ph;»ician'« »rt had rslwd men to life 
after death. 
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they turned back befora tlie goddees, noting noir the way 
along which thej must go for their return. At last they 
reached the sea-ooa«t by the couneele of Hera, paaaing 
through the coasts of conntlesa Celtic and Ligyau tribes, 
without being attacked. For about them the goddess 
shed a thick miit all day as they -went. So they sailed 
through the river's midmost mouth and came unto " the 
line of islands," saved through the intercession of the sons 
of ZeuB ; wherefore are altars and temples builded there 
for ever, for it was not that voy^e alone they did a^ttend 
to succour ; but to them Zeus Tonebsafed to aid the ships 
alEio of future mariners. After leaving "the line of 
islauds " they sailed to the isle of ^thalia, and there ' 
upon itB shii^ly beach they vriped off in the lists much 
sweat ; and the pebbles on the strand were strewn as it 
were with skin ; and there lie their qncats and tattered 
raiment, wondrous many ; so that the harbour therein is 
called Aigo's haven after them. 

Quickly they sailed thence across the ocean swell with 
their eyes upon the Tyrsenian cliffs of Ausonia, and came 
unto the famous harbour of Msm, and they drew nigh and 
fastened the ship's hawsers on the rocks. There they 
found Circe washing her head in the sea-water, for greatly 
was she scared by the visions of the n^ht. Her chambw 
and the walls of her house seemed to be all running with 
blood, and fire was devouring her store of drugs, where- 
with afore she bewitched strangers, whoso came hither; 
and she did quench the fire's bright blaze with blood of 

' It is far from dear what the meaniog of tbese line* ia. If «ra Bap- 
pose tlikt tb« Argonanla held a conMat of games, though this ia not 
deHniUlj Btated,i( is possible to extract a meanings ie. icofuiric = w 
the; strove in the lists, while the next line might refer to the practice 
of Qsing the strigil or body-scraper hj athletes to remove dirt and 
sweat aftcT hard exMrcise. Laulj, the mention of stlXot,^" quoits," then 
becomes intelligible, and the altntioii to rp^xfo, " tattend garments,'' 
is natural enough in the same connectioi]. 
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murdered men, scooping it up in her hands ; and so she 
<2eaBed from deadly fear.' Wherefore eo Roon ae dawn was 
come, she aroBO and would wash her hair and raiment in 
the waters of the sea. And beasts, thai resembled not 
ravening brutes of prej, nor jet had the form of men, but 
each wore his fellow's limbs in medley strange,, came 
trooping forth, like aheep when they throi^ from the fold 
at the heels of the shepherd. Such creatures eaj-th herself 
produced from the primeval mud,' compact of divers kinda 
of limbs, when aa jet she was not made solid by the 
thirsty air, nor yet had gotten one drop of moisture from 
the rays of the scorching sun ; but time put these forms 
tc^ether and led them forth in rows ; e'en such were the 
shapeless things that followed her. And exceeding wonder 
seized the heroes ; and anon, as each man gazed upon the 
form and face of Circe, easily he guessed she was a sister 
of .£et«s. 

Now when she had sent from her the terror of her 
dream by night, at once she started back again, and she 
bade them follow her in her subtlety, caressing them with 
her hand. Xow his company abode there steadfastly at 
the bidding of the son of iEison, but he took with him the 
Colchian maiden ; and they twain went with her along the 
road, until they came to the hall of Circe ; then that lady 
bade them sit on fair seats, in great amaze at their coming. 
But those twain without a word or sound darted to her 
hearth and sat them down, aa is the custom of sad sup- 

' Xqftv iXcMHO fiffmo. X^yu ii here JntninBitive, " she ceaaed from 
deadlj letr." Bat whether it neans that her efforta to qneoch the 
flame were succemfbl and to ihe oeued to be afraid, or whether her 
terror wm m> scate that the slopped tram what ihe was doing in con- 
sequencv, is bard to determine. The Gmek is in laioar of the first 
rendering, but the context points Ibe other waj, otherwise why did »he 
purify herself in the morning ? 

' rporiptic U iXuDc, the primeral mud &am which all things were 
made in the beginning. Cf. " princep* limnm " of Horace. 
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pliante, and Medea buried her face in hei hands, but 
Jaaon fixed his great lulted iword in the ground, there- 
with he slew the eon of JGetee, but bis eye would neTer 
look her full in the face. In that moment Circe knew, 
'twas murder and blood -guiltiness from which they fled. 
Wherefore in rererence for the ordinance of Zeua, the sup- 
pliants' god, who is a very jealous god, yet mightily sue- 
ooureth murderers, she offered the sacrifice, wherewith 
ruthless suppliants purify themselves when they come to 
the altar. First, to release them from the unatoned 
bloodshed, she held above their heads the young of a sow, 
whose dugs were still full of milk after her litter, and 
wetted their hands in the blood when she had cut its 
skin ; next made she atonement with other libations, call- 
ing on Zeus the while to purify them ; for be is the 
champion of blood-guilfy suppliants. And all that she 
used in the deansing did attendant nymphs, who brought 
each thing to her, bear forth from the house. But she 
within stood by the hearth and burned thereon, praying 
the while, a soothing sop of honey, oil, and meal with 
nought of wine ' therein, that she might stay the grim 
spirits of vengeance from their fury, and that Zeus might 
be propitious and favourable to them both, whether they 
sought atonement for hands defiled with a stranger's 
blood or haply for a kinsman, themselves his kith and 
kin. 

Now when all her task was duly done, then did she 
raise them up, and seated them on polished chairs, and 
herself sat near facing them. And straightway she ques- 
tioned them straitly of their business and their voy^e, 
and whence they came to her land and house, to sit them 
down as suppliants in such wise. For lo ! a hideous te- 

< OReriDgi to the EamenideB miut contain no wine, being composed 
of water, milk, and honey. The Erinnj'a of the murdared man had to 
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membniDce of her dream came o'er her, as her heart 
mused thereon ; and she yearned to hear the voice of the 
maiden, her kinswoman, soon as ever she saw her lift her 
eyes from the ground. For all the race of Helios was 
manifest at sight, for thej shot far in front of them a 
gleam, aa it had been of gold, from the twinkling of their 
eyes. Then did she, the daughter of grave .^toa, make 
soft answer in the Colchian tongue to all her questioning, 
telling of the expedition and the journey of the heroes, 
and ail their suffering in their hurried toils, and how she 
had sinned at the bidding of her sorrowing sister, and 
how she fied with the sons of Phrixus from the awful 
horrors her father might inSict; but of the murder of 
AbsyrtuB she was careful not to speak. But nowise did it 
escape the ken of Circe; yet for all that she pitied the 
weeping maiden, and thus unto her said, "Unhappy girl! 
verily an evil and a shameful return thou hast devised. 
No long time, I trow, shalt thou escape .^tes' fearful 
wrath ; for soon will he go even to the homes in the land 
of Hellas, to take vengeance for the murder of hia son ; 
seeing that thou hast wrought a terrible deed. But, for- 
asmuch as thou art my suppliant and of my race, I will 
devise no further evil against thee at thy coming hither ; 
but get thee from my house in company with this stranger, 
this fellow whom thou hast taken unbeknown to thy 
father ; entreat me not, sitting at my hearth, for I will 
not consent to thy counsels and thy shameful flight." 

So spake she; and grievous sorrow laid hold upon 
Medea, and she wrapt her robe about her eyes and wept ; 
till the hero took her by the hand and led her forth to the 
door of the hall, quivering with terror ; ho they left the 
house of Circe. 

But they escaped not the knowledge of the wife of Zeus, 
the son of Cronos; but Iris told her, when she marked 
them going from the hall. For Hera bade her watch them 
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cloaely, until they came unto the ship, and again she spake 
and hailed her, " Dear Iris, now, if ever thou hast accom- 
plished mj bidding, oome, speed thee on swift winga 
and tnd Tbetia arise from out the deep, and come hitha: 
to me. For need of her aid is come upon me ; and next 
get thee to the clilfs, where the brazen anvils of Heplueatns 
clang to the blowi of his heaTj hammers, and bid him loll 
his fiery blasts to rest, until Ai^ has sailed by those cliffs. 
Then go to ^olui, ^olus who rules the wind, children of 
the upper air, ' and tell him this my mind, that he make all 
wind to cease under heaven, and suffer no breeze to 
roughen the sea; only let a favouring weet-wind blow, 
that the heroes may come to the Fbeeacian isle of 
AlcinouB." 

So spake she ; and forthwith Iris darted from Olympus, 
cleaving her way, with her light wings outspread. And 
she plunged into the .^^ean sea, just where the home of 
Kerens is. And she came to Thetis first, and told her 
tale aa Hera bade, and roused her to go to her. Next went 
she to Hephtestns ; and quickly stayed him from bis iron 
hammers, and Ms sooty bellows ceased from their blast. 
Lastly came she to iBolus, famous son of Hippotas. And 
even while she was telling him her messt^, and resting 
her swift knees from her course, did Thetis leave Hereus 
and her sisters and go from the sea to Olympus, unto the 
goddess Hera, who made her sit beside her, and declared 
her speech ; " Hearken now, lady Thetis, to that which I 
fain would tell thee. Thou tnowest how dear to my heart 
is the hero son of ^son, and those others that do help him 
in hia toil ; for 'twas I alone, that saved them in their 
passage throiigh the wandering rocks, where erst dire 
tempests roared and the billows boiled round the ru^ed 
rocks. But now awaits them a journey past the mighty 

' alOpff/tviiaaiv eitlwr ss " bom in the claar air," or " making the 



D,gn;:d;, Google 



L. 754-816.] THX AJtaoirA.unGA. 175 

rock of ScyUa, and Charybdis, horribly belching. Nay, 
hear me ; for lo ! 'twas I that with mine own hands tended 
and caressed thee from thine infancy above all others, who 
dwell within the sea, because thon wouldst not yield to 
the importonities of Zeus. For he is ever bent on such 
deeds, to lie with women, be they mortal or immortal. 
But thou, from reverence of me and from fear, didst avoid 
bim ; wherefore he then did swear a mighty oath, that 
thou ahouldst never be called the wife of an immortal god, 
Tet did he lie in wait for thee an unwilling mate, and 
would not give thee up, nntil aged Themis told him all, 
how that of a surety it was ordained that thou shouldst 
bear a son better than his father ; wherefore he gave thee 
up, for all his strong desire, in fear that another should be 
bis rival and rule the deathless gods, yea, and for ever 
wrest away his power. But I gave thee the beat ' of mortal 
men to be thy husband, that thou m^htest find the joys of 
wedlock and bear children ; and to thy marriage-feast I 
bade the gods, one and all, and with mine own hand raised 
the wedding torch,' to repay that thy generous respect. 
But come now, I will tell thee a tale that lieth not ; whenso 
thy son Cometh to the Elysian plain, he, I mean, whom 
wat«r'nympba now do tend in the home of the Centaur 
Ohiron, though he longeth for thy milk ; needs must * he be 
the hnsband of Medea, daughter of ^etes ; do thou, then, 
as a mother, help thy future daughter, and Peleua as well. 
Why is thy wrath ao firmly rooted ? 'Tis blindness ; for 
even to gods will blindness come. Verily I do think that 

' I.e. P«leoa, tbe father of Achilles. 

' I performed for you the moiC snored rite of tMaring tb« nnptift) 
toich at your marriage, a caatom 0911811/ performed hj the mather of 
the bride. 

' An OTBcle b*d declared that in the an«r-wi>Tld Achilles ihonld wed 
Medel, «o Thetis, if she now lends her aid to them, will only be helping 
her future danght«r-in-law. 
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at my bidding Hephsestus iriU cease to make hie furiona 
fire buTD, and ^olus, son of Hippotas, will check the winds' 
Bwift flight, all save the steady west, until they come to 
the havens of the Fhieaciana ; so do thou deriae for them 
a painless return. My only fear is for tby rocks and 
mountainous billows, which, with the aid of tby other 
sisters, thou canst turn aside. Oh ! leave them not to 
drift helplessly into Charybdis, lest with one gulp she take 
them all down, nor let them come to Scylla's foul lair, 
murderous Scylla, of Ausonia, whom Hecate that roametb 
by night, bare to Fhorcus, whom men call ' tbe Mighty 
One,' lest haply she dart upon them with her fearful jaws 
and slay the chosen heroes. But keep tbou the ship just 
in the course where there shall be a hair-breadtb escape 
from destruction." 

So spake she ; and Thetis answered her thus ; " If, of a 
truth, the furious raging fire and the stormy winds shall 
cease, verily I too will with confidence promise to save the 
ship from the wave's attack too, while the west wind is 
piping. But 'tis time to set out upon my long weary way, 
till I shall come unto my sisters, who shall help me, and 
to the place where the ship's cables are fastened, that at 
dawn they may bethink them of winning their return." 

Therewith she shot down from the sky and plunged 
amid ibe eddies of the deep blue sea, and she called other 
Nereids, her own sisters, to her aid, and they heard her 
voice and came together. Then Thetis rehearaed the bid- 
ding of Hera, and sent them all at once to the Ausonian 
sea. But herself, swifter than the twinkling of an eye, or 
the rays of the sun, when he risetb high above the horizon, 
sped quickly on her way through the water, till she readied 
the ^saau cliff of the Tyrsenian mainland. There she 
found the heroes by the ship, taking their pastime with 
quoits and archery, and she drew near and took Feleus, 
son of ^acus, by the hand, for he was her husband, but 
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no man might see her at all ; onlj to his eje did she appear, 
and thus spake ehe : " Abide no longer now sitting on the 
l^senian strand, hat at dawn loose the hawsers of the 
swift ship, in ohedi^ice to Hera/your champion. For at her 
command mj Nereid miuds are met, to send your ship in 
safety, and with all speed through the rocks which are 
called ' the Wanderers.' For that is yonr proper route. 
But do thou point me out to no man, what time thou seest 
me present with these ; lay that to heart, lest thou anger 
me in more downright earnest than ever thou hast afore." 

Therewith she plunged unseen into the depths of the \ 

sea, and sore grief smote Pelens, for he had never seen her 
come, since first she left her bridal chamber in anger, when 
noble AchUles was yet a babe. For the goddess ever used to 
wrap about his mortal body fiery flame through tlie night, 
and by day she would anoint his tender skin with am- 
brosia, that he might become immortal, and that she 
might ward off hatefol old age from his body. But Peleus 
saw his dear son gasping in the flame, and he sprang from 
his bed with a cry of horror at the sight, fond fool ! but 
she, when she heard him, cast the screaming babe head- 
long to the ground, and herself passed forth ^m the house 
in haste, like to a breath of wind or as a dream, and leapt 
into the sea in anger ; and she never came back again. So 
blank dismay tied up his heart ; yet, for all that, he told to 
his comrades all the bidding of Thetis. And they hurriedly 
broke off in the midst and ceased their contests, and 
busied themselves about supper and their pallet beds, 
wherecm, when they had eaten, they slept through the 
night, as aforetime. 

But when Dawn, giver of light, was touching the edge of 
heaven, in that hour they went from the land to sit upon 
the rowing benches, as the swift west-wind came down ; 
and from the deep they hauled up the anchors, glad at 
heart; and made all the rest of the tackling taut as was 

Dr., ;.G00*^|C 



178 AFOLLOHttrs SHODICS. [bOOS IT. 

needful ; and they set the sail, stretching it on the sheets 
of the yardarm. And a gentle wind carried the ehip 
along. AnoD they beheld an island, fair and full of 
flowers, where the Sirens, clear-voiced dat^bters of Ache- 
Ions, used to charm with their sweet singing wboso cast 
anchor there, and then destroy him. These are the chil- 
dren that comely Terpsichore, one of the Mnses, bare to 
Achelous for his We; once they had the chai^ of 
Demeter's noble daughter,' while she was yet unwed, sing- 
iiy; to her in chorus ; at that time were they part bird, 
part maiden to behold. Erer they keep watch from their 
outlook, with its fair haven ; and many a one have they 
reft of his joyous return, making him waste away slowly ; 
forthwith then to the heroes tbey wafted their delicate 
voice. And these would at once have cast their cables on 
the rocka, had not Thracian Orpheus, son of ^ager, forth- 
with strung his lyre in his hands, and let a hasty snatch 
of quick music ring out loudly, that their ears might be 
dinned as he at the same time swept the twanging chorda ; 
and hia lyre did drown the voice of the maidens. And the 
weat-wind and the roarii^ wave, rushing astern, together 
bore on the ship, while the Sirens raised their ceaseless * 
song. Tet even thus Teleon's goodly son, Bntes, did alone 
elude his fellows and leapt from the polished bench into 
the sea, for his heart was melted by the dear singing of 
the Sirens ; and he swum through the darkling swell to 
reach that shore, unhappy mortal ! Quickly would they 
rob him of his return then and there ; but the goddess 
Cypris, who watcheth o'er Eryi,* did pity him, and 

' FnxerpiDe, the daugliter of Demetar, vho was guarded in her 
}n}ath by the Sirens on the plains of Enoa in Sicily, until Hadei carried 
tier away to be hia bride. 

* SxpiTov either =:" unceasing " or " naarranged." Cf. the LatiD 
" incompMitum," as applied to nataral melody. 

* In Sicily. Aphrodit« had a temple there. 
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caug'ht him up, while he was yet in the eddying wave, 
and with tindly aid brought him to a safe dwelling- 
place on the headland of Lilybeum. So they left the 
Sirens, holden with grief withal j but other perils of 
shipwreck, direr still, did await them in the strait, where 
two seaa meet. For on one side arose Scjlla's sheer wall 
of cliff, and on the other Charybdis did spont and roar 
UQceasinglj; while in another place " the Wandering rocks " 
thundered at the buffet of mighty waves, there where in 
front of them a blazing flame vomited from the top of the 
crags, high o'er a red~hot rock. And the air was murky 
with smoke ; nor couldst thou have seen the rays of the sun. 
Moreover, though Hepheestns had ceased from his work, 
the sea still sent up warm steam. Here the Kereids flocked 
from all sides to meet them ; while the goddess, lady 
Thetia, took hold of the rudder-blade behind to drag the 
ship inside "the Wandering rocks." Aa when dolphins 
come forth from the sea in fair weather, and gambol in 
flocks round a speeding ship, now seen in front, and now 
behind, and yet again alongside, to the joy of the sailors ; 
even so the Nereids darted up and circled in their ranks 
about the good ship Argo, while Thetia steered her course. 
Now when they were just coming nigh unto the Wandering 
rocks, in a moment they drew the edge of their robes up 
above their white knees, and darting up to the very top of 
the clifFs and on to the beach, ranged themselves in rows 
on either side. And the stream smote upon the ship's 
side, and the wave, rising furiously about them, broke 
over the rocks. And these at one moment had their sharp 
points covered as it were with mist, and at another their 
base was seen far down beneath the nether depth, while 
that wild surf poured in floods over them. But they, like 
maids, who play at ball hard by a sandy beach, with the 
folds of their dress roUed up to their waists out of their 
way ; and one catcheth the ball from another and sends it 
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soaring bigb into tbe air, and it never reachei the ground ; 
even so they swit tlie ship on hfir waj from hand to hand 
o'er the crests of the waTes, eTer clear of the rocks, while 
the water beldied and seethed around them. There on the 
top of a smooth rock stood long HeplueBtas in person, 
resting his heavy shonlder on the handle of bis hammer, 
and watching them ; and above tbe dazzling firmament 
stood the wife of Zeus, with her arm about Athene's waist, 
80 mightily was she frightened at the sight. Long as is 
a day's allotted space in spring-time, so long they toiled, 
heaving the ship throogh the echoing rocks ; and the 
heroes, catching the wind once more, sped onward, and 
quickly they passed the meadow of Trinacria, where graze 
the Idne of Hehos. Then did the Nereids plunge beneath 
tbe depths like water-fowl, for they bad performed the 
commands of the wife of Zeus. Now did the bleating <^ 
sheep come to them confusedly through tbe air, and a 
lowing of kine smote upon their ears nigh at hand. The 
sheep was Fbaethusa, youngest of tbe danghters of Helios, 
shepherding adown the dewy thickets, with a crook of 
silver in her hand ; but Idunpetie herded the kine, bran^ 
dishing a herdsman's staff of gleaming orichalcum. These 
Idne the heroes saw grazing by the waters of the river 
along tbe plain and tbe water meadow ; there was not one 
among them of dark colour, but all, white as milk, with 
boms of gold, moved proudly on their way. By these they 
passed in the day-time ; and in the coming night they cleft 
their path o'er a wide gulf of sea, rejoicing ; till once i^ain 
Dawn, child of morning, shed his light upon their path. 
Now there is in front ' of the Ionian gulf a rich island, 

' TDpoiripi] ^ litvpovBiv. a^iXn^c either ^ thiukl; cOTered iritit 
BhmlM uid treea, or with ft bubour on either ude (SchoL). The word 
is peiliftps deriTcd from d/i^ XdjSitv. ApoUoniai xuet it three timei : 
(1) in ii. T33, u etHlbet of "plane-treMj" (3) here of ao iilud ; (3) iv. 
1366, of k hone. PoitibljitHi 
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thickly o'ergrown, in the Oerauniiui ko, beneath which, 
legend saitb, there lies a sickle — be gracioas, ye Miuei, tor I 
tell not willingly this tale of olden times — ^wherewith Cronos 
reft his sire of his manhood ruthlessly ; but others say it is 
the reaping-hook of Demeter, goddess of the nether world. 
For Demeter, they say, once dwelt in that land, and taught 
the Titans to reap the corn-crop for her love of Maoris ; 
whence it was called " the Hook " ' by name, and became 
the sacred nursing-mother of the Phnacians, and so it is 
that the Phieaoians really are by lineage of the blood of 
Uranus. To them came A^o, aft«r stress of many toils, 
driven by the wind from the Trinacriaii sea ; and these, 
Aldaous and his people, received them gladly at their 
coming with gracious sacrifice ; and the whole city made 
merry in their honour ; thou wonldst have said, 'twas their 
owB sons they were rejoicing over. And the heroes like- 
wise rejoiced among the folk, even as if they had set foot 
in the heart of Hfiemonia. But soon were they to arm and 
raise the battle-cry. bo close behind them hove in sight a 

senw it U a»ti etaewitere, e.g. in Herodotni, of elephanti. Prom 
Homer's accouDt we learn that chii uUnd, Corcyra, bad a liarboar on 
both sides, M that it ia not onlikal^ that Alenndrine grammariani 
made nae of tliia fact to account fbr tbe meaning of • difficnlt and un- 
explained Homeric word, 

' Dmpkne, t.«. Curcfra, had had a lariaty of namM, vii., Macrla, 
Drepane, Scberia, and lastly Corajra. Aa the Plueaciana, its aarly in- 
habitants, had been, next to the PbtmiciaDe, tha earlieat aod iDoat enter- 
priung of sailoTt and coloniata. it is not sDrprising to Had it made the 
centre of a mass of legend and m^lh, at a time when comma nication, 
eapeoiall; bj wa, was difficnlt and dangerous. Drepane, otheririse 
Corcjra, mentioned L 988 and 12ai, it the modern Corfb, an island off 
the coast of Epiras, famous in the history of Thncydidea. It is onlj 
called Drepane in Apolloniui. It mnit not be confounded with CorcTM 
Nigra {KifKvpa pi)^va), modem Coriola, an island oif the coast of 
, Dalmatia, passed by the Argonauts soon after they emerged from tbe 
Rhone. The latter is serwal degrees ftaher north. Cf. It. 36«- 
il69. 
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Gonntleas host of Colchiuu, vbo had patKd throngb the 
month of Fontng and the rockB Cjaneiux ia search of the 
cfaieftaiDB. Above all, they were e^er to cany Medea, 
without excuse, onto her father's home ; or else thej 
threatened to raise th^ dire war-cry both then and there- 
after with savage cruelty, after the fashion of .Setes.* 

But king AJcinooB restrained their eagerness for war, for 
he would fain end their lawless quarrelf or both sides without 
going to battle. And the maiden, in deadlyfear, eameetly 
implored the companions of the son of Maou by their names, 
and with suppliant hands she touched the knees of Arete, 
wife of AloinoUH : " I entreat thee, queen, and be thou 
gracious ; give me not up to the Colchlans to take unto 
my &ther, if haply thon too art ' only of the race of mortaJs, 
whose heart rusheth headloi^ to their doom &om triflin|f 
slips. For I did lose my senses ; 'twas not mad passion led 
me on. Witness the sacred light of Helios, witnras the 
rites of the maiden, who flieth by night, the daughter of 
Ferses ; ' nerer of my own accord would 1 have started from 
^a with strange folk, but grievous terror urged me to plan 
this flight, in the hour of my sin, for there was no other 
remedy. Still ia my honour pure and chaste, as in my 
father's house. Oh t pity me, great lady, and implore thy 

' ojiv 'Ai^rao nXtuflfi, i.e. not only wanM they do all thej threKleneil, 
bnt th»j would do it sftor [h« &shion of .Xetas (if thit is what this •xtraor- 
dinarjeipreMioii meani). ceXiuOoc certftinlj is ooouionmllj used in macli 
theuune way m rpiros. .feteihutheTepaMtioDof beingcrnelandre- 
lentteu, m> it is u much u lo My " Tekntteuly, " aiiBi n coi furirtiro — 
avOi = airiOi — " at onc« on ths spot and afterwards as well," i.e. they 
would gire them no peace from their vengeance, like true followers of 
JEeUM. 

' fif^ttu, lit. " thou art fed," here = tl, " thou art." 
■ Hecate, the daughter of Fenea and Asteria. As one who dealt in 
sorcery and witchcraft, Uedea would naturally swear by the qneen of 
darkneu, who was auppowd to have all black arts in her ■pecitl 
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lord ; and may the gods grant thee a perfect life, and joy, 
ajid children, and the glory of a town unBacked.'" 

Thus did ehe implore Arete through her tears, and thus 
each man of the chieftuns in turn : " For you, ye peerless 
princes, and for your toils wherein I have helped you, am 
I sore afflicted ; for by my help ye yoked the bulls, and 
reaped the deadly harvest of earth-born warriors, and by 
my means will ye retxum to Hnmonia anon, and bear with 
you the golden fleece. Lo ! here am I, a maid who hath 
lost country, paraits, home, aye, all the joy in life ; while 
for you I have contrived a return unto your country and 
your homes ; and ye will yet see your parents with glad 
eyes ; butfrom me god's heavy hand hath reft all joy, and 
I wander accursed with strangers. Fear your covenant and 
your oaths ; fear the spirit who avengeth suppliants, and 
the resentment of the gods, if I fall into the bands of 
.^letes to be slain with grievous outrage. I have no temple, 
no tower of defence, no protection else, but on you, and you 
alone, I cast myself. Woe to your cruelty, ye pitiless men ! 
ye have no reverence in you for me, though ye saw me 
helplessly stretch out my hands to supplicate the stranger 
queen ; yet would ye, in your e^erness to get the fieece, 
have met the whole Golchian nation and proud .^letes too 
in battle ; but now have ye forgotten your chivalry, when 
there be but these, and they severed from their people." 

So prayed she; and each of those she did entreat, 
encouraged her, striving to stay her anguish. And they 
brandished well-pointed lances in their hands, and swords 
drawn from their sheaths ; for they declared they would 
not hold their hands from her succotu:, if -wey should meet 
with unrighteous judgment. But on the weary warriors, 
thronging there, came down the night, that puts an end to 

' Not >a DDiuaal wish in hooic timea, iib«D life and property were 
uiylhing but lafe. To bacom* the -pnj of s coaqoertiig inrader nnst 
Lave been the comtant diead of women in tfaew dislnrbed timet. 
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toil, and shed calm o'er all the earth t^^etlier ; but to the 
maid^B couch came m> Bleep, no, nerer bo little ; but her 
heart within her breast was wrung with anguish. As when 
a toiling woman winda her thread the livelong n^ht, and 
about her moan her orphan habeo, now she is widowed ; 
and the tear-drop courses down her cheek, as she weepeth 
for the piteous lot that hath fallen to her ; eren so Hedea's 
cheeks were wet, and her heart within her was throbbing, 
pieroed with sharp ^onj. 

Now those twiun, the lord Alcinoos and Arete, his wife 
revered, were in their house within the city, as aforetime, 
pondering the maiden's case, upon th«r bed b; night ; and 
thus the wife addressed her lord and hns1)and with per- 
suasive' words: "Dear husband, come, rescue this poor 
maiden, I praj thee, from the Oolchians, doing a favour to 
the Minyae. For Argos and the men of Hnmonia are very 
nigh unto our island, but .£etes neither dwelleth near us, 
nor know we aught of him save by hearsay ; and this poor 
suffering maid hath broken my heart by her entreaties. 
G-ive her not over to the Colchians to take to her father's 
home, king. 'Twas blindly done, when she did give him 
at the first her drags to charm the oxen ; and now, to cure 
one evil by another close upon it, as oft we do throi^h our 
mistakes, she hath fled from the awful fury of her proud 
father. Moreover Jason, as I hear, is bound by a mighty 
oath of his own taking to make ner his wedded wife within 
his halls. Wherefore, dear husband, make not the son of 
^son to perjure himself, at least if thou canst help it ; 
nor let the father in his fury do his child some terrible in* 
jury, when thou canst stay it. For parents are exceeding 
jealous of their children ; such punishment did ITyctetia 

' 9a}i(paim, etjra. OaXjiv, m = (1) bloomiDg, fresh; Tigorou, actiTe; 
(S) laxnriant, abundant. Apolloniaa nsea it twke elaewhem, in ill. 
114, as epithet of ttn orchard; iniil. 1137, of joung married men. The 
tnuiiiiion from " rigoroos " la " persaaBiTe " is not difficult. 
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deviae for Antiope,' feir of fiice ; so gmroua were the woes, 
i^ain, th&t Danae ' endured upon the deep, all through her 
father's iuEatuate folly ; yea, and but lately, and not so &r 
avay, did Eohetua ' in wanton cruelty thrust bronze apifces 
into bis daughter's eyeballs; and now she wastes away by 
a piteous fate, grinding bronze * for com within a gloomy 
hut." 

Thus spake she in entreaty ; and his heart melted at the 
words of hla wife, and thus ho answered, "Arete, I would 
even drive out the Colchians with their harness (or the 
maiden's sake, doing a favour to the heroes. But I do fear 
to slight the just ordinance of Zeus. Nor is it well to treat 
.^jetes l^htly, as thou sayest; for there is no mightier 
prince than he. And if be will, he will carry his quarrel 
against Hellas, though he come from far. Wherefore it 
beboveth me to give the judgment that shall seem best 
amongst all men, and I will not hide it from thee. If she 

' Antiop«, die daughter of Njctsiu, wu rarUhed by Zaus, who b«d 
cbsnged hiauelf intd a satyr for tbe porpoM. Ktr UjUmt wis so 
«nra^ that ibe had to Aj for her life, and came to Sicyon, where ihe 
bore Zethua and Amphion, and soS^red many hatdship* fbr her secnt 

' Daoae waa the daughter of Acriains. Her father had been (old by 
an oracle of Apollo that, if bja daughter bore a son, this aon wouhl 
cause hit death. So Acriaius (rent to Argoa, and there abut bi> daughter 
np BO^itly in a tower of brasa, but Zeua was enamoured of her beauty, 
and intradnoed bimatlf to her in a shower of gold, deapite her keepers, 
feraena waa the issue of their loie. Aetisius, in hi* anger, lel mother 
and child adrift on the sea, but fishermen sared them. In after years, 
when Feraeiu grew up, he engaged in some games at Larissaj and 
then, by accident, threw a quoit upon the foot of Acrisius and slew 
him, and so the oraole waa fulfilled. 

* Echeto* is also mentioned by Homer as the most sarage of men, aa 
one who delig^tted in mn^latiog and torturing all who came within his 

' Apparently the barbarous Ecbetua had icpi9ai made of bronze tat 
his dangbter to grind, in order lo render her toil harder and more 
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be jet a maid, my dedsion is, that thej carry her back to 
her father ; but, if she ehare a huabaad's bed, I irill not 
separate her from her lord ; nor, if she carry a child within 
her womb, do I give her up unto her enemies." 

So spake be ; and forthwith fell asleep. But she laid 
up in her heart his wise words, and at once arose from her 
bed, and went about the house ; and the women, her hand- 
maids, hastened together, bustling about their mistress. 
Quietly she had her herald called, and told him her com- 
mands, in her shrewdness eager that the son of JQson 
should at once wed the maiden, and so avoid entreating 
king Alcinous ; for this was the decision be would cany 
with his own lips to the Colchians, that, if she were yet a 
maid, he would deliver her to her father's house ; but, if 
she were already some man's wife, he would sever her no 
more ^m honourable love. 

So spake Arete, and quickly his feet bare him from the 
hall, that he might announce to Jason the fair speech of 
Arete, and the plan of godlike Aldnoue. And he found 
them keeping watch by the ship in harness in the Hyllic 
harbour, near to the town ; so he told them all his message, 
and the heart of each hero was glad, for he spake a word 
that pleased them right well 

At once they mixed a bowl for the blessed gods, as was 
right, and draped sheep to the alter with pious hands, 
and made ready that very n^ht for the maiden her bridal 
bed in the holy cave, where Macris once did dwell, the 
daughter of Aristaeus, the bee-keeper, who discovered the 
use of honey and the fatness of the olive, prize of toil. 
She it was, that at the first took to her breast the Nysean 
son of Zeus in Eubcea, home of the Abantes,' and with honey 
she moistened hie .parched Ups, when Hermes broughthim 
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from out the fire ; ' but Hera saw her, and in her rage drove 
her right awa; from the Islaud. So then ahe came to 
dwell far away in the holy caTem of the Flueaciaiia, 
and ehe granted to the folk around wondrous pros- 
perity. There then they strewed a great couch, and 
upon it did throw the gliateriDg fleece of gold, that the 
marriage might have honour and renown. And the 
nymphe plucked every kind of bloBBom and broi^ht them 
in their white boBoma, and a blaze as of fire played round 
them all ; so bright was the radiance gleaming from the 
gold«i tofta. And it kindled in their eyes a aweet desire, 
yet reverence prevented each one from laying hands 
thereon, for aJl her longing. Of these some were called 
the daughters of the river iSgmus ; others dwelt about the 
peaks of the hill of MeUte, and some came from the plains, 
woodland nymphs. For Hera herself, the wife of Zeus, 
had sent them, in honour of Jason. And that cave, to this 
day, is called Medea's sacred grotto, where they spread fine 
linen, very fragrant, and wedded those twain t<%ether. 
Meantime the heroes brandished in their hands Uieir war- 
like spears, that no unseen host of foes might fall upon 
them to fight withal, ere the deed was done ; and wreath- 
ing their heads with leafy boi^;hs, they sung in tune to the 
clear music of Orpheus a marriage hymn at the entrance 
to the bridal bower. Now the hero, the bod of .^son, was 
not minded to complete his marri^e now, but in the halls 
of his father, on his return to lolchos ; and Medea, too, 
was of like mind with him. But needs must they wed 
' jc mpit. Vioaytaa, the loii of Zeas and Senwla, wm Bared when 
hij mother perished through her own foil; in deatring to see Zeus 
appear in all bis majeat;. The mother was killed bj the bUa of the 
lightning (cf. the opening of Euripidea' "Bacchs"), but Hermes snatched 
the uDlimelf babe tnni her womb and carried it to Zeua, in who«e side, 
it was sewn op until the proper time (br its birtb anived. Zens then 
handed it oier to the n^mpb Macris to rear, bnt Hera's jeajousj perse- 
cawd Uacrii relentlessly in oansequence. 
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then and there. Tea, tor never do vre tribea of Buffaring 
mortals embark on happinew withoat alloy; but ever 
there cometb with our gladness some bitter grief. Where- 
fore they too, for all their joy of eweet love, were holden 
with fear, whether the decision of Alcinoos would be 
fulfiUed. 

Then came Dawn agfun with his light divine, and broke 
up the gloom of night throughout the sky ; and the island 
heach and the dewy paths across the plains laughed out 
afar ; and in the streets was the noise of men ; for through 
the city the inhabitants were astir, and the Colchians far 
away at the end of the Macridian peninsula. Anon went 
Alcinoua to them, as he had agreed, to declare his purpose 
concerning the maiden, and in his hand he held his golden 
wand of judgment ; whereby the folk had righteous judg- 
ment dealt them thronghout the city. And with him came 
the chiefs of the PhieacianB in their warlike gear, drawn 
up in ranks. And forth from the towers came the women 
in crowds to see the heroes, and with them came the 
country folk when they heard thereof, for Hera had sent 
forth a sure report. One brought the chosen ram of his 
flock, and another a heifer that never yet had worked, and 
others set jars of wine nigh at hand for mixing ; and the 
smoke and flame of sacrifice leapt up in the distanoe. But 
the women brought fine linen, fruit of honest toil, as 
women will, and toys of gold, and divers ornaments beside, 
such as couples newly-wed are furnished with ; and they 
were astonled to see the form and beauty of the noble 
heroes, and the son of iBlager in their midst oft beating the 
ground with his rich sandal in time to hia ringing lyre and 
song. And all the nymphs in chorus, whenever he made 
mention of marriage, raised a joyous wedding hymn; and 
yet {^puu would others sing alone, as they circled round in 
the dance in thy honour, O Hera; for 'twas^hou, who 
didat put it in the heart of Areto to speak her word of 
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-wiadoin 4e Alcinous. But he, bo booh as be bad declared 
the issue of hia judgment, and when already the marria^ 
was declared complete, took good care that ao it should 
abide for ever ; for do deadly fear, nor the grievous threats 
of .^tes toudied him, but he held fast bound by the oath 
he would not break. 

So when the Colchiani learnt that they were come to bim 
in Tain, and he bade them either hold Ma ordinances 
in honour or withdraw their ehipe far from the harbours of 
his land; then but not before were they afraid of the 
threats of their own king, and besoi^ht Alcinous to receive 
them among his people ; so for a veiylong time afterward 
they dwelt among the Fhsadans, until the Bacchiadie,* a 
race of men that came from Corinth, settled among them 
after a while ; then they crossed to the island ovei* against 
them, and from thence they were soon to go to the Cerau- 
uian hills of the Abantes and the XeBtteans ' and to Oriami ; 
but these things happened after a long lapse of years. Yet 
still do the altars, which Medea builded there to the Fatea 
and the Nymphs in the holy place of Apollo, god of shep- 
herds, receive their yearly sacrifice. Now when the Minyea 
went away, Alcinous gave them many a stranger's gift, and 
Arete did the like -, moreover she gave to Medea twelve 
Ph»aciim slave-girls from her house, to bear her company. 
'Twas on the seventh day they left Dr^ane ; and a fre^ 
breeze came forth from Zens at dawn, and they went hast- 
ing onward before the breath of the wind. Still it waa not 
ordained for the heroes yet to set foot in Achtea, till they 

' "Baxxfoiau Bacchius, K boq of DionjBui, fbnnded • Ajtaety at 
Corinth, csfled the Bacchuuls, who held Bwaj until ui act of cruelty 
round tiie Corinthiuis to expel them. So tbej came to Corcjra, aad 
coloniied it, driving out tha CokhUn), who were ther« alre«dj, 
'B^Oiitfitv, i.e. from Corinth, Eph;ra being its old nuns. 

* Aitather name fbr the Tliradaiia, from the liver Nettn* ia 
Thrace. 
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had toiled somewliat further, eren in Libya's utmost 

Lo! they had even now left the bay behind, that is 
named after the Ambiaciaue ; even now had they left, with 
all sail set, the land of ^tolia ' and next thereto the isles of 
the Echinadee with their narrow passage, and the land of 
Felops just hore in sight, when the baleful blast of the 
north-wind caught them in mid course and swept them 
nine whole nights and as many days towards the Libyan 
sea, till they came r^ht within the Syrtis,' whence cometh 
no ship forth ^ain, when once 'tie forced inside that gulf. 
Tot all around are shoals, and masses of sea-weed on every 
dde, and thereon are bubbles of noiseless foam, while on 
the dim horizon stretches a plain of sand. No creeping 
thing nor winged creature moveth thereupon. 'Twas here 
that the flood-tide thrust them far up the beach on a sud- 
den, and only a little of the keel was left in the water, for 
yon tide full oft recoils from the land, and then again with 
furious onset discharges itself over the beach. 

But they leapt forth from the ship, and sorrow seized 
them, when they beheld the great wide stretch of misty 
land, reaching on and on into the distance like a haze ; nor 
could they see any place to water in, nor path, nor herds- 
men's steading far away ; but all was wrapt in deathless 
calm. And one would ask his neighbour sorrowfully, 
" What land doth this call itself ? whither have the tem- 
pests thrust us forth ? Would that we, setting deadly fear 
aside, had dared to try the way even betwixt the rocks! 
Far better had it been to go even beyond the will of Zeus 
and die, venturing some high resolve ! For now what can 
we do, if we be forced here to abide holden by the winds, 

' Eovp^nv, i.t. .^olis, team the Caretes who inhabited PleuroD in 
JEtolia. 

' S£pnv, B. dangerous Modbank on the coast of Africa. Tlera wen 
two of this name, called the iJTFtu Major and Minor. 
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be it never bo short a while F so desolate is the strand of 
this Taat land, that looms before us." 

Thus would he sa^; and amon^t them Anc»us, the 
faelmeman, made harangue, sore grieved himself at the 
hopelessness of their evil case : " We are undone, it seems, 
hj a moBt grievous fate, and there is no escaping from our 
trouble, but now must we suffer ghastly woes where we 
have fallen on this wilderness, if haply the winds blow 
steadily from the land, for I see on all aides a sea of shoals 
after a wide look-out, and the water is fretted into long 
hues of foam as it washes just the surface of the gray sand. 
Tea, and long, long ago would yon sacred ship have been 
miserably shattered far from the shore, unless the tide 
itself had borne her high ashore from out the deep. But 
now hath it rushed back sea- ward, and nought hut spray 
and spray alone, that covereth but the top of the ground, 
breaks about us. Wherefore I deem that all hope of our 
voyage and our return is utterly cut off. So let some other 
shew his skill, for he may sit at the helm striving to win 
our escape. But Zeus hath no great wish to bring about 
the day of return, after all our toil." 

So spake he through his tears ; and all they that knew 
augbt of ships spake with him in his distress ; but the 
heart of all, I trow, was cold and stifi, and paleness spread 
o'er their cheeks. As when men move like lifeless spectres, 
about a town, awaiting the end that war or famine bring, 
or the issue of some fearful storm, which hath washed away 
acres of the oxen's toil ; ' or when im^es do sweat and 
of themselves run down with blood, and bellowing is heard 
in sacred shrines, or the sun maybe at noon brings 
night from the sky, while through the gloom the stars 
shine bright ; even so the chieftains wandered now, 
groping their way along the weary strand. Anon dark eve 

' i.e. tbe tilled Unda. 
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came down upon them; and they, piteously eml>nM3Ji{f 
each other, were fain to weep, that thereafter they might 
he down, each man apart, to die upon the sand. Hither 
and thither they went theii way to find a resting-place 
further ofi ; and then they wrapped their heads in their 
cloaks andlud them down without meat ' or drink the whole 
night and the dawn, waiting a death most nuserable. 
Apart from them heaide the daughter of Mstes her 
maidens moaned, huddled all t<^ther. As when in the 
wildemeBH young birds unfledged fall from a hole in the 
rock and loudly do they twittor; or as when on the banks 
of fair-flowing Pactolus ' swans lift up their melody, and the 
dewy meadow echoes around, and the river's fair streams ; 
even so those maidens, casting their golden tresses in the' 
dust, wailed the liTeloi^ night a piteous lament. And all, 
then and there, would have vanished from among the 
living, out of the ken of mortal men, yea, those chosen 
heroes on their aimless quest, bod not the heroines,* who 
watch o'er Libya, pitied them hopelessly wasting away ; 
these be the goddesses, who erst, when Athene sprang 
in bright armour from her father's head,* met her at the 
waters of Triton and bathed her. 'Twas noon, and terribly 
the sun's pieFcing rays were scorching Libya; when lo! 
they stood beside the son of ^son, and lightly drew his 

' axp^yoi, with accent propmroxjtoiie := fasting, muit be carefoUy 
diBtinguUhed from itittivol =: fuU-growa. Tlie derivatiuD of the fine 
ii ancertaiD ; the laKer ii from dcfti). 

' A river in Ljdia whose iratera were said to flow with gold, (rom 
the large amoimt of it washed down in the und. 

* Apparantlj these are demi-goddesses or tntelftiy deities of the 
coantrjr, who watch over Ziibya, and are honoured there with divine 

* U iraTpis tifdXiis. The l^end was tfakt Zeus, being troubled with 
sever* pains in his head, sent fbr HephiBsnu, who with a blow of Us 
hammer cleft open the skull of Zeos, whence issned Alheoe, fnll-growa 
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mantle from Mb head. But be cast down hia eyes and 
looked aside, in reverence for the goddesses. And they 
with gentle words spake unto him alone openly in his 
afDiction, " Poor wretch ! why art thou so cast down ? We 
know ye went in quest of the golden f eece ; we know each 
toil of yours, all the wondrous things tbat ye have done in 
your wanderings o'er land and sea. We are the goddesses 
of this land ; here tend we sheep,' and speak the speech of 
men ; heroines we, daughters of Libya and warders of her 
land. Up now ; no longer be so disquieted with grief, and 
rouse thy comrades. But mark, when Amphitrite doth 
loose anon the smooth-running car of Foseidon ; in that 
very hour make recompense to your mother ' for all her 
travail in bearing you so long time in her womb ; aad so 
shall ye yet return to holy AchEoa." 

So spake they, and forthwith vanished from their place, 
as their words died away. But Jason sat up on the 
ground and looked about Mm, and thus spake he: "Be 
gracious, noble goddesses, who dwell in this wilderness, 
but I understand not very clearly what ye said about our 
return. Verily 1 will gather my crew together and tell 
them all, if haply we can find somewhat that points to 
our escape; for the wisdom of many is better than the 
wisdom of one." 5 

Therewith he sprang up and cried aloud to his com- 
rades, all squalid with dust, like a lion, who roars as he 
seeks his mate through the woodland; and the glens in 
the monntaans far away tremble at his deep voice ; and 
oxen in the field and they that herd them shudder horribly 

' aiojroXoi, probsbly derived from oic> iroKtlv, L«. tendwi of ihe«p, 
cf. I. 1411, infra. Anotlier derirBtion is from dIdc, iriXofuu ^ being 
alone, Kiliury. The word is found in both aigni6c»tions, bat the first 
meaning auita the context of Apolloaius beat. 

' The ibip which b*d carried them to king like a mother in bar 

O 
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with fear. Tet bad his voice nought to make them abud- 
der, friend calling onto frieuds. So the;- gathered near 
him with downcast looks, and he made them sit down in 
their sorrow nigh to where the ship laj, t<^ther with 
the women,* and made faaiangue, decWii^ each thing : 
" Friends, hearken ; there stood abore my head, verf nigh 
to me, as I lay grieving, three goddesses, girt in goat- 
skins from the neck above about the back and wust, like 
maidens ; and with l^ht band they drew aside my robe 
and uncovered my head, bidding me rise up myself, and 
go roose yon; and they bid us pay bounteous recom- 
pense onto our mother for all her travail in carrying ua 
this long time in her womb, whenso Amphitrite shall 
loose the smooth-running car of Poseidon. Now I cannot 
wholly understand this message divine. They said, in- 
deed, that they were heroines, daughters of Libya and 
warders of her land. Yea, and they declared that full well 
they knew everything that we ourselves had endured ere 
this on land and sea. Then I saw them no more in thrar 
place, but some mist or cloud came betwiit us and veiled 
thdr brightness." 

So spake he, and they were all astonied as they lis- 
tened. Then came unto the Minye this wonder passing 
dtrange. From out the sea toward the land leapt, forth a 
monster horse ; a mighty* steed was he, with mane of gold 
floating in the wind; bghtly he spumed the salt foam 
from his legs and started on his course with legs that 
matched the wind. Then up spake Peleus with a cry of 
joy among his comrades gathered there : " Verily I do 

' >.«. Mede> and her twelre Fbieacian bandmaida, givea ber b; 
Ante. 

* dfi^ofqC ritber ^"vast, bnge," its usual meaning in Herodotna, 
or " hBTing hair on both Mdea," i.e. " sbaggf." Probably the fumn-, 
aa the mane of the bone U also deSnitelj mentioned, and to add another 
similar epithet would be redundant. 
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think that PoBeidon'e chariot hath already been loosed by 
the haads of his dear wife, and I deem that onr mother is 
no other than the ship herself ; for surely she doth bear 
as in her womb and groaneth imceaaingly in hard travail. 
Come, we will lift her up with unshaken might and tireless 
shoulders and carry her within this sandy country, whither 
you swift steed is gone before us. For he, brave beast, 
will not plunge beneath the dry ground, and I trow his 
tracks will show ub some bay of the sea far inland." 

So spake he ; and his ready counsel pleased them aU. 
This is the tale the Muses told ; and I, the servant of the 
Herian maidens, do sing it ; and this is what I heard 
in all honesty, that ye, brave sous of kings, exceeding 
bold, did lift your ship and all ye took therein high 
upon your shoulders and carried her in your m^ht and 
manhood o'er the desert sandhills of Libya twelve whole 
days and as many n^jhts. Yet who can tell the paiu and 
anguish these men endured in that toil ? Surely they were 
of the blood of the immortals, so great was the work they 
took upon them under the stress of need. Ifow when they 
had carried her right gladly far to the waters of the lake 
Tritonis,' straightway they waded in and set her down from 
their stalwart shoulders. 

Then like hounds, mad with thirst, they darted forth to 
find a spring ; for to their misery and suffering was added 
parching drought. But not in vain did they wander ; and 
they came to the sacred plain,'where but yesterday Ladon,' 

' A Ikke in Libya. 

* Ladon was the huge serpent which guarded the apples of the Has- 
peridn, and waa slain bj Heracles a few dajs belbre the arriTal of the 
Ai^nauta in Libya. The Hesperides were nymphs, daughters of 
Fhonmt and Celo, who miniatered to the wants at the gwtrdian snake. 
Oa the appearance of the Argonaats th«y changed into diut and ashes, 
untQ OrpbeiiB besought their ud, when they resumed tbeir original 
forms under the names Hespere, Erytheis, and £gh, and showed the 
Argonants where to find water. 
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a serpent of thai land, did gu'U'd the golden apples in Uie 
place of Atlas, wliile about bim tbe Heeperides used to 
bu^ tbeinselTea, iiaging tbeir lovely .Boog. But now, lo ! 
be was Mleii againBt tbe tnmk of tbe apple-tree from tbe 
wound that Heracles had given him ; only with the tip of 
hia tail was be still writhing, but from bis head unto the 
end of hie dark apine lifeless he lay ; and where the arrows 
had left their bitter gall in tbe blood of the Lenuean snake 
flies were busy at his festering wounds. And near him 
tbe Hesperides raised their loud lament, tbeir fair white 
arms clasped about their golden hair ; when on a suddeD 
came tbe heroes nigh to them, and lo ! at once those maidens 
turned, as they st«od, to dust and ashes, even while the 
men came hasting on. But Orpheus was ware of the 
divine marvel, and for his comrades' sake be lifted up a 
prayer to the maidens: "Te queens divine, so fair and 
kind, be gracious, whether ye are counted amongst tbe 
goddesses of heaven, or those of earth, or are called the 
nymphs that tend the sheep-fold; come, maidens, holy 
race of Oceanus, appear to ua face to &ce, and show ua at 
our desire some fount of water gushing from the rock, or 
some holy stream bubbling up from tbe earth, whereat, 
goddesses, to quench the thirst, that parches us un- 
ceasingly. And if we come ^ain some day o'er the sea to 
tbe land of Acluea, then will we offer you gladly countless 
gifta amongst the first of goddesses, with drink-ofEerings 
and rich feasta." 

So prayed he aloud ; and the goddesses from their sta- 
tion nigb bad pity ou tbeir sufFering, and first of all they 
made grass spring up from tbe earth, and above the grass 
tall shoots sprang up ; and next young trees in bloom shot 
hi^ o'er tbe ground and stood upright. Hespere became 
a poplar, Erytheis an elm, and .^^le a willow with sacred 
trunk. And from these trees their forma looked out, even 
as tbey were before, a wonder passing strange j. :1;heQ spake 



I,. 1S96>1459.] THB AXOOKACTICA. 197 

^gle to their Itmging ears n gentle answer, " Yea, Terily 
there hath oome hither one that can succour jour troubles 
full irell, that man accursed,' who robbed onr guardian 
snate of life, and is gone taking with him the golden 
apples of the goddesses ; and grierous woe is left to us. 
Yestreen there came a man, a Ter^ fiend in form and 
wanton violence ; his eyes gleamed from under his grim * 
forehead ; a ruthless wretch ; and he was girt about with 
the akin of a huge lion, roogb and untanned, and be bare 
a heavy bough of olive, and a bow, wherewith he shot to 
death yon monster-snake. And he too came all parched with 
thirst, as a wayfarer might ; and wildly he mahed about 
this place in quest of water, but none was he likely to see, 
I trow. Now here stood a rock nigh to the lake Tritonis, 
which be, strong giant, emote with his foot below, on pur- 
pose or mayhap by some god's prompting; and yonder 
spring gushed oat at once. Then did he, sprawling with 
hands and cheat upon the ground, drink a mighty draught 
from the cleft in the rock, till, like a beast with head 
'thrown forward, he had filled his deep belly." 

So spake she ; and gladly they hasted with joyful steps, 
until they found the spot where ^gle had told them of 
the spring. As when burrowing ants crawl in swarms 
about a narrow hole, or as when flies, lighting about a 
tiny drop of sweet honey, do throng there in terrible 
eagerness ; even so the Minyie then were thronging around 
the spring in the rock ; and thus would one say in his 
gladness as he moistened his lipa, " Lo ! you now ; in very 
fiooth, Heracles, though far away, hath saved his comrades 
dying of thirst. Aye, would that we might find him on 
his way, ae we pass throi^h the mainland ! " 

Therewith, when such aa were ready for this work, 

' I.;. Hermdea, who hud almin the Bnahe. 

* flXomip6s, t. word of anc«rtain etymolog/ with two mesniag), 
(1) grim, Btero, (2) bnrlj, manlf. 
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hod Bjuwered ; they ttarted ap asd parted, hitber and 
thither, to search ; for on the iiight>wind a ■ound of steps 
had come rolling to their ears, as the sand iraa stirred. 
Forth sped the two sonsof Boreas, trusting to their win^; 
and Euphemus, relying on his fleetneas of foot ; and 
Ljnceus too, to cast hia keen glance faj and wide ; and 
yet a fifth hurried to their side, even Canthns. Him, I 
trow, did heaven's high will and his brave soul send forth 
upon that journey, that he might learn for certain from 
Heracles, where he had left Polyphemus, son of Elatus ; 
for he was minded to question him on every point about 
his comrade. But Polyphemus had founded a famous 
town among the Mysians, and then, anxious to return, had 
gone in quest of Argo afar across the mainland ; and he 
came meantime to the land of the Chalybes, that live 
beside the sea ; there did his fate o'ertake him. And his 
tomb lieth beneath a tall poplar, facing the sea, a little 
space therefrom. But now Lynceus thought he saw 
Heracles alone, far away over the boundless shore, just aa 
a man seeth, or thinks he seeth, the new moon through a' 
mist. So he came, and told his companions, that no one 
could ever track him further and o'ertake ' him on his way ; 
and back those others also came, Euphemus, fleet of foot, 
and the two sons of Thracian Boreas, after fruitless toil. 

But on thee, Canthus, fate laid her deadly hold, l^ou 
didst come upon flocks at pasture ; but the man that did 
diepherd them slew thee with the blow of a stone for sake 
of his sheep to prevent thee from carrying them off to thy 
needy comrades ; for Gaphaurus was no feeble foe, that 
grandson of Lycorean ' Phiebus, and of the chaste maid 
Acacallis, the daughter whom Minos on a day did bring to 

' ftii . . . nx^ffffKi', i.e. no one woald overtake blm now at that 

' Avnipiime := AiX^uou, for the Delphians were OTifinallj called 
Lf coriana, from Ljcoreia, a town in tlie neighbourhood of Delphi. 
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dwell in LibTa, bearing in her vomb a heavy load ' from 
tbe god ; and the bare a noble son to Phcebns, whom men 
call AmphitliemiB, or Qaramaa. And Ampbithemia in his 
turn lay with a TritomaD nymph, who bare to him Kaia- 
mon and atrong Caphaume; he it was, who now slew 
Canthus, in defence of hia sheep. Yet was not he, strong 
warrior, to escape the stem hands ot the heroes, whea they 
learnt what be had done^ For the Minye, when they 
knew it, took np hia corpse and brought it back and buried 
him ; but those sheep the heroes took unto themselvea, 
mourning the while. 

There too upon the self- same day relentless Fate laid her 
hand upon Hopsns, son of Ampycua, nor could his divina- 
tion save him from hie bitter dixim. For there is no way 
to hinder death. Now there was lying on the sand a fear- 
some snake, seeking to avoid the noontide heat, too sluggish 
indeed purposely to wound an unwitting foe, nor yet would 
it hare dart«d at one who shrank from meeting it. But 
on whomsoever it once should dart its black venom of all 
living creatures that have breath, whom Earth the life- 
giver doth nurture, for him is his road to Hades not ao 
much ae a span long ; no, not even if the healing god * 
ahould be his leedi (if I may speak openly), when that 
snake hath but grazed him with its fangs. For when god- 
like PerseuB, whom bis mother also called Eurymedon, 
flew over Libya, canning to king Polydectea the Gorgon's 
head just severed,^ all the drops of dark blood, that fell to 

' jtDfia, by lyncope fbr riiij/ia. 

* Daiquv, Ionic for liaiav, the phjsicuii of th* gods. LaIot ths 
name wu trwisfbrred to Apollo, who was invoked bj the crj iqu 

' Perseui, oUed tlso Eurymedon, was commanded bj PoIydectM, 
king of S«riphoB, to bring to him the head of Medium the Qorgou, 
which had the power of turning ail who gued on it into itonr. Peraeni, 
faowerer, by (he aid of Hermea and Athene, who gave bim winged 
iandala, a cap to render bim invisible, and a br^ht shield in which he 



200 AF0LI.0NIO8 BHODIIT8. [bOOK IT. 

the ground, did breed a race of those serpenta. Nov Mopsus 
trod upon the reptile's back with the sole of his left foot ; 
but the snake, writhing round in ptun, bit and tore the 
flesh 'twixt his shin and calf. And Medea and the other 
women, her handmaid, fled in terror; but he bravely 
handled the bleeding wound, for it did not rex him very 
much, poor wretch ! Verily eren now beneath the skin a 
lethargy, that looseth the limbs, was spreading, and o'er 
his eyes fell a thick mist. Anon his heavy limbs sank 
upon the ground, and he grew cold and helpless ; and his 
. comrades gathered round him, and the hero son of JSson, 
sore dismayed at this chain of disasters. Not even, when 
dead, might he He ever so short a time in the sun ; for the 
venom at once began to rot the flesh within, and the hair 
decayed and fell from the skin. So, quickly and in haste, 
they dug a deep grave with brazen picks ; and themselves 
and the maidens likewise tore their hair, bewailing the 
dead man's piteous fate ; and thrioe, in harness clad, they 
marched round him, when he had gotten his fair meed of 
burial ; and then heaped up the earth above him. 

But when they were gone aboard, — for the south wind 
blew across the sea, — and were determined to go on their 
way across the lake Tritonis, no longer had they any plan, 
and so were driven at random the livelong day. As a 
serpent creeps along his crooked path, when the sun's 
piercing heat doth scorch Mm, and twists his head from 
side to side, hissing the while, and his eyes withal flash 
like sparks of fire in his fury, till he hath crept to his 
might see the Gorgon'g reflection without meeting the monater face to 
fitce and so being tamed into stone, mocomplisbed liis qaest. Then he 
brought the head to Foljdectes, and tamed him and hig people into 
stone, becaose tliej had forawrlj reftised bim hoqrilality. After this, 
Athene look the head, and pUced it as a blaion on her shield. Legend 
said that as Perseus Sew orer Ijbya with his spoil, the blood which 
fell from tbe fire>bly-s*i«red head turned into the most \ 
topents. 

DigniodD, Google 
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hole through a cleft ; even bo Argo long time waa busy 
seeking an outlet for ehipe from the lake. Anon Orpheus 
bade bring out from the hold Apollo's mighty tripod, and 
Bet it up before the goda of that land to be a propitiation 
for their return. So they went and set up on the shore 
the gift of Phffibns, and mighty Triton met them in the 
semblance of a youi^ man, and taking up a clod of earth 
he offered it unto the chieftains as a stranger's gift with 
these words, " Take this, good friends ; for no great gift have 
I here by me to give to strangers at their request. But if ye 
desire to know aught of the ways of this sea, as men oft 
crave, when voyaging over strange waters, I will tell you. 
For lo ! my father Poseidon made me very knowing in this 
sea, and I am king of the sea-coast, if haply in your distiuit 
home ye ever hear of Gurypylus,' bom in Libya, home of 
wild beasts." 

So spake he ; and gladly Euphemus held out his hands 
for the clod, and thus addressed him in reply, " Hero, if 
haply thou knowest ai^ht of Apis ' and the sea of Minos, 
tell UH truly at our asking. For hither we arecome, not of 
our own will ; but, brought nigh to the bounds of this 
land by tempestuous winds, we did carry our ship shoulder- 
high to the waters of this lake across the mainland, groan- 
ing 'neath the weight ; but we know not at all, where lies 
the route for oomii^ to the land of Pelops." 

So spake he ; and the other stretched out his hand and 
showed them far away the sea and the lake's deep mouth, 
and thus he said, "Lo! yonder is the outlet to the sea, just 
where the deep water lies black and still, and on either side 
white breakers seethe ' with crests transparent ; betwixt the 

' Son of Fowidon uid Celsno, king of C jrene in lAbjt. 

* An bland off Crete, i.e. Mara Creticnm, u eall«d lh)iii Minos, ft 
legendary kiogof Crete, whohnd put down piracy and organized anav*! 
Bupcentaey. 

' ^ptaaovvi, etym. ^pf£, i.e. the ruffling of a smooth gurfhee — the 
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brealcers there is ' ^our couree, & narroir one to sail oatside. 
And jooder ■ea,, that epreada to the horizon,' leadieB above 
Crete to the sacred land of Pelope ; but steer* toward the 
right hand when ye e&t«r the gnlf of sea from the lake, beep: 
ing close the while aJong the shore, till it extends inland ; 
but when the coaat-line bends the other way, then your 
course lies safe and sb'aight before you, starting from that 
projecting angle. Now go in joy ; and as for toil let none 
repine that limbs, still in their youthful vigonr, have to 
toil." 

So spake he with good will ; and they went aboard quickly, 
e^er to row out from the lake. And on they sped in 
their haste ; but he meantime, even Triton, took up the 
n^ighty tripod and was seen to enter the lake, bnt after 
that no man saw him, how he vanished so near them, 
tripod and all. And their heart was cheered, for that one 
of the blessed gods had met them in kindly mood. And 
they bade the son of .£son ofEer in his honour the choicest 
of their remaining sheep, and raise the song of praise, 
when he had taken him. Quickly that hero chose him 
out with haste, and, having taken him up to the stem, 
there sacrificed him, and prayed, " Gk>d, who didst appear 
upon the bounds of this lake, whether the daughters of 
ruffling or ripple cansed bj a giut of wind sweeping over a ioroolli lea. 
fpiaaiiv is klso nsed of mj rough ■.ppearance (cf. LaL horrescere), «^. 
uf coni'fietdg, of a bud^ of speuioeii, fienca the meuiing " to shadder 
with fear, to dreftd a person," also " lo thrill " with strong emotion, 
e-g. i<pptp Ipvn. 

' Ti\i9fi merely ^ larL 

' iviiipuiv, i.i. with nothing but sh j aronnd ; yon lose sight of the 
land altogether. 

' After ieBTing the Tritonian lake and making the aea, they are to 
coasl closely along Ibe diore till they come to ■ gulf; then sail acroM 
its muuth to a headland opposite ; after which they can make a gtnight 
couTM acrou the JEgata. (A glance at a map wilt be»t eiplain the 
directims here given ; they aeem fairly accurate, and are not difficult to 
identify.) 
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ocean ' call thee Triton, wonder of the deep, or Phorcji, or 
NereiiB, be farouiable and grant the accomplishment of 
our return, as we desire," 

Therewith and as he prayed, he cut the throat of the 
sheep and cast him from the stem into the water. And 
lo ! the god i^peared from out the deep in Mb own tm« 
form. Aa when a man will train a fleet horse for the 
wide raoe-coimie, holding the obedient creature by his 
bushy mane, and ranning the while beside him, and the 
horse, with proud arching neclc, follows hie guide, and in. 
his month tlte bright bit ratUee in answer as he champs it 
this way and that ; even so that strong god laid his hand 
on the keel of hollow Ai^o and guided her seaward. Now 
from the top of hia head and about his back and waist as 
, far as the belly, he was wondrous like the blessed gods in 
form; but below the loins stretched the taU of a sea- 
monster, forked this way and that, and with the spines 
thereof he cleft the surface of the water, for these parted 
below into two curved fins, like to the horns of the moon. 
On he led the ship, till he broi^ht her on her way into the 
sea, and then suddenly he plunged beneath the migh^ 
depths ; and those heroes cried out, when they saw the 
strange miurvel with their eyes. There is the harbour of 
Argo, and signs ' left by the ship, and altars to Poseidon 
and Triton ; for they stopped there that day. But at dawn 
they set sail, keeping that desert land upon the right) and 

' akcvUvai, " children of the mr," k name moatJj applied to Thetis 
and Amphitrite. £1701. £^ ilvt^:, 

° It ■• not olear wh&t the«e <igiu were, pouibiy n piclorisl deuKO, or 
■ model of the ship, or some ship implemeot snch aa an oar, sal np to 
eammemorate the coming of Argo to the place. We have freqnent 
mention made of tHfiutra placed on tlie barrows of heroes' tomb*, gene- 
rally their weapons, or something that they prized in life, which should 
tell their storj to future agei. The phrase ahittra fqiSc occurs supra, 
1. S53, where possibly it means either the flag of Argo or bar figure- 
head. 
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on they iped before the breath of the west wind. And on 
the next morning thej saw a projecting tongne of liuad 
and an inland sea lying beyond it. Anon the west wind 
ceased, and the breath of the dear south came on, and 
they were glad at heart for the wind. But when the sun 
sank, and rose the star, that bids the shepherd fold ' and 
stays the plonghman from faia toil ; in that hour of pitehy 
night the wind fell ; so they furled the sails and stooped 
the tall mast, and took to their polished oars lustily all 
night and day and the next night as well. And in the 
distance cr^gy Garpathns * welcomed them ; th^ce were 
they, strong rowers, soon to cross to Crete, which standeth 
out above all dther isles upon the sea. 

But brazen Talos prevented them from mooring, when 
they came to the roadstead of the Dictiean haven, by 
breaking off rocks from the hard cliff. He was a descent 
dant of the brazen stock of men, who sprung from ash 
trees,' ranking among demi-gods ; him the son of Cronos 
gave to Europa, to be the warder of tiie island of Crete, 
whereabouts he roameth with those brazen feet. Now 
truly he is made of brass, unbreakable, in his limbs and 
all the rest of his body ; only beneath the tendon by the 
ancle was a vein * of blood, and thin was the skin that 

' i»T^ auXioc, i.e. Uespenu, the evening star, iviravaiv iiZvpois- 
Tbs ftdjectire iB perbapa predicatiTe, no that the expression means 
" stayi tba plonghmkn from being wretched," i.e. bj ending bis toit 

* ItapwaBot, one of the Sporsdei, not far from Cos. 

* After the golden age and the sHrer age vame the bnuen age. The 
race of men then bom were so hard, sajs Besiod, (hat thej were taid 
to hare sprung from ash-trees (^uXia yiyvo^i). To this age belonged 
Tslos, th« braien giant who kept gnard over Crete, and was abaolntel/ 
invulnerable sare in one spot, where a Tsin of blood Dear the ancle held 
all tbU was mortal in him. 

* itipTfi is anything shaped like ■ pipe ; here a vein. Z, Ionic tot 
Be, denonstr. pronoun. The B XiJiric u/i^v ia only an expansion of 
mprjK, i.i. that one vein with its thia covering of skin held the issues «f 
life and death. 
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covered it tvith its isBuee of life and death. So the heroes, 
though Bore foredone with toil, quickly backed from the 
land in grieTOOB fear. And now would they have got them 
far from Crete sorrowfully, suffering both from thirst and 
pain, had not Medea h^ed them as they drew away: 
" Hearken to me. For metkiuks I can by myself master 
yon man for you, whoever he is, even though he hath hia 
body all of ])raBS, seeing that hia life is not to last for ever. 
But keep the ship here, nothing lath, out of stone-throw,* 
till he yield himself my victim." 

Thus spake she, and they held the ship out of range, 
waiting to see what plan she would bring to work unex- 
pectedly. Then did she wrap the folds of a dark cloak 
about both her cheeks and went upon the deck ; and the 
son of ^Bon, taking her hand iu his, guided her steps 
along the benches. Then did she make use of witching 
spells, invoking the goddesses of death,' that gnaw the 
heart, the fleet hounds of Hades, who hover all through 
the air and settle on living men. Thrice with spells she 
invoked their aid with suppliant voice, and thrice with 
prayers i and, having framed her mind to evil, she be- 
witched ' the sight of brazen Talos with her hostile glance, 
and i^ainst him she gnashed * grievous fury and sent forth 
fearful phantoms in the hotness of her rage. 

fadier Zeus, verily my heart within me is moved with 
amaze to see, how death o'ertakes us not merely by disease 

' tpuiK. Ipitri := aiij quick violent motion, e.ff, the flight of K apear, 
and, aa here, the ruah ofa miasile atone. 

* K^poc. Kqp ii the goddeM of fate or death, luaallj emplo/ed in 
the plural, for there were three Kqpfc in ancient mythologj, who ap- 
peared to men on the eTS of their death. 

' i/afTiptv irtivat literally = grudged him the ught of bis ejee, so 
(hat he was unable to aee where he was going. 

* Tcpliv x^ov, i-e. gnashed her t«etb in her fniy against Talos. Cf. 
Lat. " aCridere (or) frtniat dentibus." vpiu literally ^ " I tftw, cut 
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ftnd wounds, but lo ! ereo from a diBtance a man maj 
liaram hb ; just as tliat giant, for all his brazen frame, 
yielded himMlf a victim to the might of Medea, the 
sorceress ; for, as he did heave great hearj stones to pre- 
Tent their coming to the haven, he scratched his &ncle 
against a sharp point of rock, and forth gushed the stream 
of life like molten lead, nor could he stand any longer on 
fais pinnacle of jutting rock. But like some towering pine, 
high on the hills, which wood-cutters have left half -cleft by 
their sharp axes, when they came down from the wood ; at 
first it quivers in the blast at night, then at last it snaps at 
the bottom and falls; even so that m^hty giant stood 
towering there awhile upright on his tireless feet, then fell 
at last with mighty crash, a strengthless mass. So then 
the heroes spent that night after all in Crete ; and after 
that, just as dawn was growing bright, they built a temple 
to Minoan Athene, and drew water and embarked, that 
they might row as soon as possible beyond the headland of 
Salmoneus.' 

Anon, as they were hasting o'er the wide gulf of Crete, 
n^ht scared them, that night men call " the shroud of 
gioom." No stars nor any ray of the moon pierced through 
its horror ; hut it was black chaos come from heaven, or 
haply thick gloom rising from the nethermost abyss. And 
they knew not so much as whether they were drifting into 
Hades or along the water, hut to the sea they committed 
their return, not knowing whither it would carry them. 
Then Jason, with uplifted hands, cried aloud to Phiebus, 
calling on him to save, and his tears ran down in his dis- 
tress ; and he promised he would bring great store of gifts 
to Pytho " and to Amyclse, and likewise to Ortygia, Lightly 
didst thou come, son of Latona, from heaven, in ready re- 
sponse, unto the rocks of Melas, which lie there in the sea, 

' A promontory of Crete. 

* Fjtbo, Amjclie, and Ortfpa are vurioas Mats of Apollo's worship. 



L. 1673-1738.] THK ABaOMATTTICA. 207 

and on the top of one of the twin peaks thou didst settle, 
holding thj golden bow on high in thy right hand ; and 
the bow Sashed a daizlii^ radiance all around. Then a 
little island ' of the Sporades appeared in s^ht of them, 
fronting the tiny isle of Hippurls; and there they uast 
anchor and waited. Anon the dawn arose and showed his 
light, and they made for Apollo a noble enclosure and an 
altar, with trees above, in a shady grove, calling Fhixbus 
" radiant god " because of his far-seen radiance ; and the 
bare isle called they "isle of appearing," for that Phtebus 
did there appear to them at their sore need. And they 
offered all that men can find to offer on a barren strand ; 
and so it was that when Medea's Phieacian damsels saw 
them potiring libations of water on the blazing brands, 
they could no longer keep back their laughter in their 
breasts, for they hod ever seen oxen, in plenty slain in the 
halla of Alcinons. But the heroes, glad at their jesting, 
scoffed at them with words of abuse ; and among them 
rose the merry sound of taunting gibe and raillery ; and 
from that sport of the heroeH the women do strive on this 
wise with the men in the island, when they will appease 
with sacrifice Apollo, " god of radiance," champion of his 
" isle of appearing." 

But when they had loosed their cables thence in calm 
weather, then did Euphemus remember a vision he saw in 
the night, in awe of the famous son of Maia ; ' for it seemed 
to him that that strange clod, held in the palm of his 
hand, was being suckled at his breast with white streams 
of milk ; and out of the clod, little though it was, grew a 
woman, like to a virgin ; and he, o'ercome by strong desire, 
lay with her in love's embrace j^ but in the act he pitied 
her as though she were a°'maiden, whom himself was feed* 
ing with his milk ; but she comforted him. with soothing 

■ A little ialand called Anaphe, near Thera. 

' Hermes was the god who sent iiBioQa to men. 

^. '.oogic 
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words : " Dear husband, \ am ibe daughter of Triton, thy 
children's nurse, no maiden 1 ; for Triton and LibTa are 
my parents. But give me bock to the maidens of Nereus, 
to dwell within the deep nigh to ' the isle of appearing ' ; 
and I will come back again to the sun-light, ready to help 
thy children." ' 

Of this vision Enphemua now mindedhim, and he told 
it to the son of ^eon : and he, when he bad pondered 
awhile the oracles of Hei^tus, uttered his voice, and said : 
" Lo ! you now ; verily there hath fallen to thee a great 
and glorious fame. For of yon clod the goda will make an 
island for thee, when thou hast cast it into the sea, where 
thy children's children in days to come shall dwell ; for 
Triton did vouchsafe to thee this clod of the Libyan main- 
land as a stranger's gift ; 'twas none other than he of the 
immoriwis, who met us and gave thee this." 

So spake he, and Euphemus made not light of the 
answer of the son of iBson, but flung the clod into the 
deep, cheered at the word of prophecy. Therefrom rose 
the isle GaJUste,' holy nurse of the children of Euphemus, 
who at first dwelt some time in Sinteau Lenmos, but, 
beii^ driven from Lemnos by Tyrsenians, they came to 
Sparta as suppliants ; and, when they left Sparta, Theras, 
goodly son of Autesion, brought them to the isle of Calliat«, 
and it took the name of Thera from him in exchange for 
its own. But these things happened after the time of 
Euphemus. 

And when they were gone hence, they sailed steadily 
throv^h the boundless swell, and stopped at the beach of 
.Xgina. Here on a sudden arose an iunocent strife among 
them about the drawing of water, who should be first to 

' riirilimiv ^ ritvoie, in wbicb sense this word it always naed bj 
AleicaDdrine writers. 

' The ide of Calliste, afterwarda called Tbera, trom Tlieraa, son (rf 
Autesion, who coloniied it from Sputa, 



;,Googlc 



L. 1739-1779.] THE AROONAUTICA. 209 

draw Ub jar, and get lum to the eibip again ; for need 
and tlie ceaeeleBB breeze hurried them alike. There, to 
this day,* the young men of the Mjrmidons take up full 
j&ra upon their shoulders, and at once dart off to race 
striving for the Tietory. 

Be gracious, O race of blessed chieftains ! and from year 
to year may these songs be sweeter to sing to men ! For 
now am I come unto the end of your glorious toils ; for 
there was no further adventure oi^ained you as ye came 
from ^gina, nor did hurricanes rise a^nst you, but 
calmly ye coasted by the laud of Cecrops and past Aulis, 
in under Eubcea and the towns of the Opuntian Locri, till 
with gladness ye stopt forth upon the strand of Pagase. 

' t>^' trt vvv, i.e. the cntloni U «(ill obierted amongst Ibeir 
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Napier, M.A., Trinity Colleja, dm- 
biidse. Vicar of HoUthun, Ediior of the 
CambndEa EdidoD at tha ' TtUK^oKJal 
Warkita( fiuTov.' With Frontiapioca to 
ouhToL Aral*, a^. 



BROWNE'S (Sir ThomM) Worka, 

Edit, by S. Wilkin, with Dr. Tohnua'i 
Lifeofflrowna. Portmit. 3 vot. 

BURKE'S Worki, 6 volt tr. S. 
Spe«obM on the ImpMuAmant 

of W^oQ Hucingi ; s£d Lettan. 9 vok. 

Ufa. By J. Prior. Porttik. N. S. 

of. By 

LLtUKu"mch'Not<i'iiSl'An«dS<: 
'. S. Donclu FonnU. KS. 

BDtT.ER-S (Bp.) Analosr of -RaU. 

gion; NamiJ and Revealed, to tha Con- 
iiitution and CouTje of Nature ; with Two 
Disaitations on Identity and Vinoe, ud 
jytean Senmnu. With Introdnctioni, 
Nolei, »od Memoir. Portrait. W. S. 

CAUtiEN'S Lnelad, or the Diicovery 
of India. An Epic Poem. Traju. from 
the Portuguese, with Diisenation, His- 
lorical Sketch, and Life, by W. I. MicUe. 
Slh edition, ar.s. 

GARAFA8 (The) «f HadiUloiil. 

Naples under Spanish Dominion. Tnns. 
by Alfred da Reumont. Paniwt of Mu. 

OABREIa The Cotrntar-ReTOlntioti 

in Kneland for the Re-eMablishmant of 
Popery under Charles II. and Tames II., 
by Armand Carrel : with Fiu'a History ^ 
Jamas II. and Lord Lonsdale'i Memdi of 
Jama II. Portrait of Caire]. 

CARRUraSRS, — 5'h Paft, in lUui. 



BOmrS U^ARIRS. 



<r.hXr* DukU. The VidoB <A licit, 
' Purntory, utd PaiiuJue, Trm. by R*t. 
H. F. Cut, M.A. Wifti Ijfe, Ouonolo- 
(Hal View of his Agt Notei, and Index 
of Proper NaoiH. Pijrirail. JV. ^. 

This ii tlie aiuheDiR tdilioD, coiuinini 
Hi. Cut's Iul comcliaiis, with uddilioniU 



B. b]' T. Roscoe. Pomait. N. S. 

... _. Pastoral 

v.j.GrU. JV.i'. 

Exemplary Kovala. Truu. by 

W. K. KelJy. X. S. 
• — Don Quixote da la Hanotuu 

MDlKui'sTraiislaliHircvisHl. WithLock- 
hnifs Life and Hotel, a vol!. JV. 5. 
ORACCEB'B PoatlaBl T7orki. Wiih 
Poemi foriDerly allribuKd to him. With a 

sary, by R. Bell. Improved edition, with 
Prelinunuy Essay by Rer. W. W. Skeal, 



», cantaiDinE Raaelas, 
d.Gnlliver'.fniTei^W 



OOLEanMlE'a (S. T.) Friend. A Soiu 
of Essays on Morals, Folidcs, and Reli- 
gioa Pottrait. N.S. 



Table-Talk and OmnlaiM, By 



AiJ 



BiOBTaphla Uterarla : or, Bio- 
graphical sketches of my Literary Ijfe 
and Opinions; with Two Lay Sermons. 
K.S. 

Miioellanlai, CMhetlo and 

Ulerary: to which is added, The Thiort 
or Lire. Collected and arnuiEed by 
T.Ashe,B.A. N.S. 

oovasnxEs,—Sa puu/. 

OOtnii,'B Hlatorj of ths Dominion 

of the Arabs in Spain. Trans, by Mrs, 
Fotiei. FoRiut of Abdeiahmea ben 
Moavia. J vols. 
COWFER'SComplete'Worka, Poena, 
Correspondence, and Translalions. Edit. 
with Memoir by R. Sauthey. «; En- 



OOXE^ Hamoire of the Duke of 

MarlboroDgh. With his original Coiie- 



Rhodolph of Hapsburgh to the Death 
Leopold II. " " " - ' ■ 
With Cond 



tlie Honae of Atutrla. 



and li fiesh Lives by Mrs. Heal 



Notes, by J. Macgregor, M.P. 
■8 Hlitory of Flotlon. With 



Conduct of Life. 

Vol. 1 II.— Society and Solitude— Letleis 
and Sodal Aims — Miscellaneaiu Papen 
(hitherto nncolIecled)-Ma¥.Day, &c 

FOSTER'S (Jobn) Life and Corre- 

ipondence. Edit. In J. E. Ryland. Por- 

Lecture! at Broadmead Clutpeli 

Edit, by J. E. Rylaad. a vols. Jf. S. 

Orltloal EnaTi oontrllnited to 

the ' Eclectic Review.' Edit, by I. E. 
Ryland. s vols. N.S. 

Baiaya : On Dtolslon of Oharaa- 

terj mi a Man's writinsMemoui irf Him- 
self; oif the epiitiet Romantic ; on the 
aversion of Men oT Taste to Evonielical 
Religion. N. S. 

— Eiaara on the Evil* of Potralw 
Ignorance, and a Discoone on the Pkiipa. 
gaiion of Christianity in India. N.S. 

Eiear on the tmproTenient of 

TWe, inth Notes of Senaoni and other 
Pieces. N.S. 

terlana : selected btxa petudiod 
edit, by H. G. Bohn. N. S. 



STASDARD LIBRARY. 



POZ (Bt. Hon. O. J.)-^« C»mU 



U.S. 
OOETHE'B Works. Tmu. bio EngCbh 
by E. A. Boming, C.B., Ann. Siranwick, 
Sir Wilwr Scott, &c &c. i} vols N. S. 

Vol*. I.mndll. — ADlobiojcnphy jind Ab- 
Dil.. Potsiil. 

Vol. III. - - " ■ - 



.v.— No»d8 1 
: AiSnilu 






^ol. VI.— ConvHMtioM with Eckinmin 
udSoret. 

Vol. VII.— Poenu ud BdUdi b the ori- 
gin.] Melrest induduii Hcmuiu] ud 

Vol. VIII,-GauvoaBer1ichiiiE«i, Tor- 

Sato Tu», EgmoDl, Iphigcnia. CUviEO, 
■ywiud Lover, uid Fellow Culprits. 
Vol. IX. — Wilhehn Mciiui'g Tnvdi. 

Vof X. — Tout in Italy. Two Puti. 



ftsm Switierluid, CmtaigD in Fiuce, 
Siege of MuDi, and Rhins Tout. 

VoL XII.— Early Mid MiicellMneoni 
Lttten, including Lettetl to his UoCher, 



—Poems, Playi, B«, Cock Lane 
,— The Otiaa of the Wotid, 



Letters, Goody Two-Shoes, tndw. 

QREXKE, MARLOW, and BEIT 

iONSON (Poenu oO. With Notes and 
[emoirs by R. BeU. If.S. 

QBEOORT'S (pi.) The Erldenoai, 
Doclrinta, and Dulia of the Ouiuiaii Re- 

GBIMH'B Houehold TalM. With the 
Oriiina] Notes. Tnin. by Mia. A. Hnnt. 
Inltoductioii by Andrew unf, M.A. a 

TOls. Jf.S. 



EllBllBtiBaTol11tlollofia40. Prom 

the Accession of Chailes I. to tiLi Death. 

Trans, by W. Hazlltt. Porttail. 
HbtoT7orOlTlllMtlon. Ptom the 

Romao Enipire to the French Revolutioo. 

Ttani. hyW.Hailitt. Poniaits. j toIi 

BAUi'S (Rev. Robart) Works and 

Remains. Memolt br Dr. Gregory and 
Essay by J. Fosl'er. Pcitralt. 

HADFF'S Talea. Tbe Carevan-The 
Sheikh of Alejiandria — The Inn in Ihe 
ilated by Prof. S. Mendel. 






Vol. II.— Scarlet Letter, and (be Hoost 



— Tbe Uteratnre of tlie As* of 

Eliiabelh an4 Characten of Shakespeare'* 
Plays. A', J. 
English Poeta uid SnsIUh Comlo 



- Bound Table. 
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by W. CaiewH»iirtt7 JV.jT " 

HEINE'S Poeme. Translated In the 
odginal Metres, with Ufe by E. A. Bow- 
ring, C.B. A". 5. 
Bl-Plotar 

fihw with the RfflL 
P. Start. With Maps and Appendices. 
S. 
BOTFKAXnm Work!. Tlie Senpkrn 
Brethren. Vol. I. Trans, by U.-CoL 
Ewing, //.S. Ifnt.ll.itlktfKia. 



BOHN'S LIBRARIES. 



HUOO'S (Victor) 

Hemani— Rny Bl as— Th( King'i DivmLon. 
TmuliKd by Mn. Newton Croiluid and 
F. L. Slooi. !f. S. 

Collected by 



Worki: ' LANZI'S Hlalar^ of PolntlUK in 



HUTCHnnON (OotoMl). 

□f. By hia Widow, with h« Antobia- 
KiaphjT and the Sief e of Luthom Hooje. 
Pomaiu N.S. 
IRTINQ'S (WuhlnBion) Complete 

Workl. ijvoll. tf.S. 
LUe and Lettara. By bii Niphcir, 

Fiem E. Irving. With loda ud ■ 

Portmit. s»oli. N.S. 
3i3SSS» {Q. F. B.) Lift of Rlaliud 

Ca:ut is Lion. Poitnia oT Ricbaid nod 

PhQip Augustu. a voli. 

Lonl* ZIT, PoTtnitb ■ mil. 

lAHEflOHr (Mri.) BhakevMTO'i 

HEToines. Ounctenitici of Women. By 

UrLjameioD. If.S. 
JEAN rAIUl^—SH RicUtr. 
JOMBON (DM4. Pomu otiSnGrtOH. 
JttNIDS'B I-attWI. With WoodMl't 

Notei, An Ea&ay on the ADthoAhip. Fac- 

Kimild of HaAdwhting. a voli. if. S. 
LA FOMTAIHE'a pAblei. la Enfliih 

Watt, wilh Esuy on the Fmbnliiu. By 

Eliiui Wright. N.S. 



Personal Mem 

Frendi Revolulion. Tram, by H. i 
Ryde. Portraits of Kqhesnietre, Madam 
Roland, and Charlotle Corday. 3 vola. 

The RertoraUon of Blonkrotu 

in France (1 Seoual to Ilia Giitniditts] 
5 Poitraiu. 4 vols. 



LAHB'S (ChorlM) EllA And EllAnA. 
Complete Ediliaa. Partnit. N.S. 

— BpeclmeiM of BnjlUh Dnunntlo 
Poets of tfas time of Eliahc-1i. Noteg, 
wilh the Xitncta liom Ihe (itihck PUy*. 
If.S. 

— TBlfanrd'i Letter* of Otaarlai 
Lunb. New Edition, by W. Cveir 
Huliu. • tell. N. i. 



the'^i'Lne^/Ss to"the End o. .. 
Century. Wilh Memoir of Eho A 
Ponrain of Raffaelle, "■ ■ 
regno, af^er the Artisu 
hyT'. Itoicoe. 3 Toll. 

LAPPENBEBO'S Etieland under tbe 
Aoglo-Saion Kings. Trans, by B. Thorpe, 
F.S.A. avoIsTA'. 6'. 

LESSIHO'B Drnmatlo fVorki. Ck>ni> 

Cl«e. By E. Bell, M.A. With Memoir 
y H, Zimmem. PnlrxiC, 1 vol^. iV. .S'. 

Lookoon, DramAtto Notes, end 

Represenialion of Death by the Andenls. 
Frontispiece, tf. S. 
LOCKE'S PblloeoIihlDal Workei con- 
taining Human Undsslasdinj;. with Bishop 
□r Worcester, Ualebranche's Opmioni, Na- 
toral Philosophy, Reading and Sndy. 
With Preiimioary Discourse, Analyna, and 
Note3,by J. A.St.John. Porttah. 1 voli. 

Life end Letter*, irilh Eitractt from 

his Common-place Booki. By Lord King. 

LOCKBABT (J. a.)~Sa Surtn. 

LONBDALE iLaia).—Su CamL 

LUTEIER'B TAble-f elk. Trans, by W. 
HaililL With Life by A. Chalmers, and 
LuTHEs's Catechism. Portrait afler 
Ciaoach. X.S. 

Aatobloitraplij, — SaMuMUt. 

HACHIAVELLI'S Hlatory of Flo- 
rence. The PaiNcB, Savonarola, Historical 
Tracu, and Memoir. Potlriil. N. S. 

HARLOWE. Poenu ot.Su Grtttu. 

HARTINEAirS (Herriet) Hletorr 

ofEngland(indui''— "■ "■-■.- " 1. 

from 1S00.1B46. ! 

MENZEL'S Btitor7 of Oormenr, 

from he Earliest Period to the Crimeaa 

MICHELET'S Aittotilogrepkj of 



The Frenoh Revolntloii to the 

Fhghtofthe King in 1791. N.S. 
BnONET'8 The Prmoli Ravolntten, 

from 1789 lo 1B14. Poftnil of Mapoleon. 



JoU, Hid tndu. ; mil. 
HITFORS'B (Hlu) Our TUUf*. 
Sketches of Riual Chaiactar and Scaseiy. 
3 Engravings, a voli. S. S. 
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id s Poitrwt. 3 vols. N. S. 

c as can be given.' — Acadtmy, 
. Letters and Works of 

Lady Mary Wortley Moatagu. Lord 
Whamcliffts ThLid EdilionT^dited by 



MONTEBQXnEU'B Bplrlt of Idwa, 
Revised Edition, with D'Alembert's Andy 
lis, Notes, and Memoii. i vols. If. S. 

NEANDEH (Dr. A.) Blatorr of ths 
Chrtsliui ReligioD and Church. Trans, by 
J. ToiTcy. With Siiort Memui. idtoIj. 

LUa of leaiu Christ, In It* Hla- 

torical Cooaexiou and DevelopmtDt. JV. 5. 

Tbe FlantliiK ami TriUnlus of 

the Christian Church by the Apoxtes. 
^th Che Antigdixticus, or Sijtil of Ter. 
tullisn. Tnus. byj. £. Ryland. avals. 

Lwstnrei on tha Hlatorr of 

Chrisliiin Doeou. Tiant. by J. £. Ry. 

HsmorlaU of ChrlrtlBii Uf* In 

(he Eaily and Middle Ae«; including 
' ■-■^- ■- Dark Places. Trans, by J. E. 



Light in 

OCELET (8.) Hlstor; of ths Sbti 

cena and [heir Conqusts in Syria, Persi 
and Egypt. Compiising the Lives 

Death of Abdalmelik. the Eleventh CaUp: 
By Simon Ocltiey, B.D., Prof, of Aiab 



FESCyS Bellqnei of Analent Eag' 

lish Poetry^corsisting of Ballads, Son^ 

some few of later date. With Essky on 
Ancient Minstrels, and Glossary. 3 vols. 
K.S . 
PHILIP DE COMMINEfl. Hamolra 
of. Containing Iht Histories of Louis XI. 
and Charles Vlll., and Charles the Bold, 
I>ukeof Burgundy. With the History of 
Louis XI., byj.de Ttoyes. With ■ Life 
and Notes by A. R. Scoble. Portraits. 

PLUTAKCH'a LITEB. Newly Trans- 
lated, wilh Moles and Life, by A 
Stewart, M.A., late Feilow of Trinity 
College, Cambridge, and G. Long, M.A. 
4 vols. tf.S. 
POETRY OF AHEKtCA. Seleotloui 
from One Hundred Poets, ft^m ijjt to 
-"- ' ""■■■ — --luctoiv Review, uid 

-.-„.j Melody, by W. J, 

. Ponmii of W, Whitman. jV. S. 
<t the PopM, 
i Ihetr CoiiflicU 






with Protestantism in the i6lb and 17th 
Centuries. Trans, by E. Foster. Portraits 
of Julius II. (after Raphael), Innocent X. 
(after Velasquei), and Qemenl VII. (after 
ftlian). 3 vols. N.S. 

HlHtorr Of Servltt. Trans, by Mrs. 

Kerr. To which ii added, 'Die Slave Pro- 
irinces of Turkey, hy Cyprien Robert. JV. S. 

Hlatolr Of the Latin and Ten- 

' History ofths English Constituiion.' N.S. 
BETIUONT (Allied Aa-),—Sn, Carajai. 
RETNOLDS' (Sir J.) Llterarjr Works. 

With Memoir and Remarks by H. W. 

aiCHTER (Jean Paul). LcToaB, 
a Treatise on Education ; together with the 
Autobiography, and a short Memw. ^.S. 



U.S. 

Tbe only complete English tratislatioi] 
BOSCOE'a (W.) Life of Lw> X., w 

Notes, Historical DoctimenU, ud Diss 



- Lorenio dt* Utillcl, oiled 'The 
Magnificent,' with Copyright Notes, 
Poems, Letters, &c. With Memoir ti 

n J !>_.._!. -'Lorenao. 

' at, Itom the 

W. K. Kelly. 3 Portraits. Ttols."' 
SCHILLER'S Works. 7 vols. If. S. 
Vol.1.— Hi«ory of the Thirty Years' War. 
Rev. A. J. W. Monison, M.A. Poilr^t. 

Netherlaiid&, the Trials of Counts Egmont 



^ by Rev 



___.n, the !... 
utbailceofFra 
enrylV. Trai 



Essay). Engravings. 



The Dramas b this volume are in pr 
Vol. v.— Poems. E. A. Bowring, C 
Vol. VI.— Essays, -Esthelioal and PI 



ilni and Death of 
Coleridge,— William 
rtin,K.C.B.,LL.D. 
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gCBUJflt and OOBTHB. Coim- 

ApdndCDCV between, from A-ti. ijg^-TBoa- 
With Short Nolo by L. Don SdimiB. 
jtoU. N.S. 

BGHI.EOEI.'B (F.) LsotiiTBii on tha 
Philosophy of Life and the Philowpby of 
Lanpage. By A. J. W. MouiKiii. 

T1:ieHlatoi7ofUtaratiir«,Aiideat 

Tha PhllOBoplijr of Htatary. Wiib 

Memoir and Portniit. 

- — HodOTD Hlrtoryi with the Lecture! 
ealiaed Czsu- and Aleiander, and The 
Eteeinoing of our Huconr. By L. Fiucel 
andR.H. Whildoclt 

Xlthetlo and MlaDaUaueoiii 

Worlo, containing Letleis on Chtiitian 
Art, Essay on Gothic Architeclurc, Re- 
ourlu on Ihe Romance Poetiy of the Mid- 

BeauiifuJ, and do the Language an4 Wis- 
dom of the Indiam. By E. I. MiUinKtDii. 

aCHLEGEL (A. yf.) Dranutla Art 
and Liteiatuie. By J. Black. With Ma- 
moir by A. J. W. Motiiion. Portrait 

BCHtrMANM Otobert), Hta Ufa and 



'orli^ By A 



. by 



!dbyM 



The HL._., , 

Plays. By Dt. H. UhicL Trans, by L. 

Don Schmiti. a vols. jV. S. 
flHERIDAira Dramatle Works. With 

Memoir Portniit (afier Reynolds). N.S. 
BKE&T (Kav. W. W.)— S« ChaMtr. 
SIBMOKDFS Hlatory of tha Lltara- 

a^d Memoir''by T. Rm««.' Po'tlraits of 
SismoTuli and Dante, ivols. 

The specimens of early French, Italian, 
Spani&h, and Pottugeae Poetry, in EogUsh 

BHlTU'a (Adam) Tbs Wealth of 



lolhel. 

Causes of. Reprinted from the 
Edition. With an Introdnctioo by 1 
BeUbrtBai. ivob. N.S. 



BHTTBra (Adam) Tbaorr of Mond 

Sentiments ; with Essay on the Tust For- 
mation of Languages, and Critical Memoii 
byDu£ald Stewart. 
BMTTH'B {FrafbwoTl Lactnrei on 

' imlhelm 






ivoli. 



lie close oithe Aineri' 



— - Lactsraa on the French Ravoln- 

litm. With Inde.. s vols. 

Cemftr, Walty, and 
rr) Nilm,. 



aODTHET.— J'l 

itUtutmUd Library^ 

BTUBU'S MomlDK 

with God, or DeTotiona 

Every Day. Trans, by W. Johnsior 

auiXT. MamofrB of the Duka 



TATI.OR'S {Btohop Jeremy) Holy 

Living and Dying, with Prayers, contain- 
ing the Whole Duty of a Christian and the 
pans of Devotion Gtled to all Occasions. 
Portrait. N. S. 
THXERBT^B Conquest of Enj^Iaad by 

Siencea in England and the Continent, 
y W. Hailiit. With shun Mentotr. i Poc 



TII.RICI (Dr,)-^n SliaJUtfrart. 
TABAKI. LlTaaorthemt>stEnilnatit 

""■ " 1, Sculptors, and Architects. By 



Mn. J. Post 



withse 



, , .... VI. being an additional 

VolnmeofNotesbyJ, P. Richter. N.S. 

'WEKKBB'B Tamplara In Cypnia. 
Trans, by E. A. M. Lewis. N. S. 

WEBLET, th« Uta of, and tha BlM 
and Piogress of Methadism. By Robeit 
Southey. Portrait, jr. N. S. 

WB£ATIi£T. A BatlonaJ Qlnatra. 
ion of the Booh of Common Prayer, bemg 
I Liturgical ta 



the Sub 



allfotn 



liioalisi 



TODKO (ArtboTI Travels in Franca. 

Edited by Miss Bethiun Edwards. With 



DyGoogle 
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HISTORICAL LIBRARY. 

22 Volumes at ^.tack. (5I. \os.perset.\ 



ETELTITS DlUT 

dcnCE, with the Pnv; 
Chatlts I. and Sir i 



■md CoTTsapond- 

idward'Nj'cholJ'^nd 
Hyde(EatlofClatea- 

'-"'^"r»y, F.A.S. 
(ari.rV«H 



Of the Coort of 

--"s, includi— -~ 
th Indu 



4 YOli. N. S. K Engravings (after Vi 
dyke, Lely, Kdelfvt, uid Juniesonj ftc- 

N.B.— This edilioo conutiu ija laiun 
other edPliM. * «. "o "no 

PEPTS' DUtt und CoTTailMndetlM. 

With Life and Md1«, by Lord Biayteioke. 
4 vols, N,S. Wiih Appendix conlaining 
■dditimul Letters, an Indii, and 31 En- 
gravings (after Vandyke, Sii P' LolVr 
Holbun Kaeilei, &c.>. 



JESSE'S Hen 

England nndei 

PrelcctDratt. 3 vols. With Index ai 

Porlraits (after Vandyke, Lely, &c.). 

Uemolra of the Pretendsra and 

their Adheteau. ; Fottraits. 
HDGEMT'S (Lord) Memoriola Of 

Hampden, hii Party and Times. With 

Meoioir. 11 Ponnici (afio' Vindyka 

andoihen). N.S. 
STRICKLAint'S ( Amw) Ut«> of the 

Qneens of England ft ■ " " " 



ibllc and 1 



public 
ii.S. 



From 



lulhenl 
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f Hut Qn* 

. ivols. S.S 



I Portrait!. 

— Ltvea of the Todor and Stuart 

Princesses. With i Portraits. jV. S. 



PHILOSOPHICAL LIBRARY. 
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MIT.T.RR (ProfaMorl. HlatorrPU: 

sophically lUnatrated, from the Fall of 
Roman Empire to the French Revolnti 
With Memoir. 4 voli. 31. &^. each. 



COHTE'S Ftalloaopbr of tlia Bdenoei. 

An Eiposition of the Principles of the 
Conn di Phiiitinikii Pniliv'. By G. H. 
Lewes, Author if 'The Life of Goethe.' 



HEGEL'S FbUosophy of Hbtory. 

J.Sibr«,M.A. 
ZAKT*8 CrlUana of Pnra Baai 

By J. M. D. MSklejoho. tf. S. 
• — Prolegomena and UetaphrilcaJ 

Foundaiions of Natural Science, with Bjo- 
Eiaphy and Memoir by E. BelfoTt B«. 
Portrait, /f. S, 
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It of the Uoder. 
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BONN'S LIBRARIES. 



THEOLOGICAL LIBRARY. 

IS Ve!s.at 51. each, exciting thast marktd ethtrwise. (3/. 131. €d. fur stl.'\ 

FHILO-JDDSDS, Work! of. The 

Contemporary of Josephos. TruiL by 

_ _ f. E.Ven.Mei, C, D, Yonge. , vds. 

lentkiT C«oo of Lincoln. > vol.. pHILOSTORGIUS. EODlwIxUMd 
HlKory t^.—Sii Sttamtn. 

aOCRATES' Ecdaalutlcal HtctOTT. 
Comprising a Hisloiy of the -Church from 
Cansunlme, •.□, joi.to Ihc iSlh yeuof 
ThcDdislus II. Witt Short AccouDI al 
the Author, and lelecUd Notes. 

BOZOHEirS EoolMliutlCBl HlBtorr, 
A.O. 3i4-41'>- With Note, Pretlory Re- 
marlu by Vali^us, and Shott Memoir. 
Together with the Ecclk51asthji[. His 
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Translations from the Grlek and Latin. 
log yhh. al $!. talk, txcipting these markid othtrtinsi. {25/, oi. 6(i. fer ttf.) 
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Aoademlos, Be Finibus, and Tuscd- 
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